
What can you tell us about the Sheltering Arms Foundation, their Episcopal connection and longstanding focus on children?

There are three different evolutions of the current Sheltering Arms Foundation, prior to its inception as a foundation in 1983. 

In 1883 Sheltering Arms was founded by Minnesota’s first Episcopal sister, Annette Relf, to create a safe haven for abandoned or homeless children, with help from the Episcopal Diocese.  That work was carried on after her death in 1915 by her staff, family and friends until the 1940’s.   During the 1940s, Sheltering Arms was a convalescent hospital primarily for people suffering from polio.  In the 1950s, the focus of Sheltering Arms changed once again, to serve the needs of developmentally disabled children.  As public schools and non-profits began playing a bigger role in educating children and families with developmental challenges, Sheltering Arms once again evolved.  They decided to sell their land and buildings on the west bank of the Mississippi to Becketwood, a senior housing development.  With the money from that sale, The Sheltering Arms Foundation was formed!

Are there high priority initiatives surrounding children that you are working on this year? 

Yes.  The Sheltering Arms Foundation will continue their work in two priority areas. We fund Early Childhood direct service programs, to those children with the least access to resources.   We also fund Youth Development programs for children ages 5-12, to help them prepare for social, emotional, physical and academic success by 7th grade. We’ll be advocating for funding scholarships for low income three and four-year-olds and siblings as part of an important initiative called MinneMinds.  Providing quality early care and education programs, which prepare our children for Kindergarten has become a very important issue nation-wide, and Minnesota has been at the forefront.  But, there is still much work to be done!

I understand the Board (and staff?) is entirely run by women – is there a story behind this?

I think, historically, because Sheltering Arms was founded by Sister Annette Relf, it has had a strong female base.  When one thinks about the caretakers over it’s history; the nurses, doctors and teachers, the oversight, in all aspects, was primarily managed by women.  These Episcopal women have done an amazing job of serving the children of Minnesota and evolving with societal changes.

How did you personally become involved in the Foundation?
	
[bookmark: _GoBack]In 2010 my youngest child, Paul, was leaving for college and I was looking for meaningful volunteer work.  A friend who was on the Board of Trustees for The Sheltering Arms Foundation encouraged me to send my resume to the board for consideration.  So, I sent them my resume and they invited me on to the board!  Since I had been a stay-at-home mom for many years, and very involved in my kids’ schools, it was a wonderful transition to doing some important work for children in the community and the state.

Are there opportunities for St. Matthew’s parishioners to become involved in the work of this organization?  
Absolutely.  A number of St. Matthew’s women have served on the SAF Board of Trustees.  But there is always a need for fresh perspectives, diversity and new ideas on any board— so serving on the Board of Trustees is one way of becoming involved.  Also, there is much work to be done in closing the achievement gap in Minnesota.  Volunteering in some capacity to help close this gap is so important.  We’re hoping there will be a great deal of discussion in the legislature this year about funding programs to close this achievement gap, —so staying apprised of the issues being discussed and contacting your legislator  is very important!  One voice can make a difference.  And, of course, we can always use financial support.

Is there anything else we should know?
Yes!  The Sheltering Arms Foundation offers Episcopal Church grants.  Many people don’t realize that we award grants to Episcopal Churches every year.  So, if anybody has a great idea for a program that serves vulnerable children ages 0-12—grants are due April 1.  We now have our grant guidelines online, and Denise Mayotte and Diane Grossman at SAF are always happy to answer questions. 

The Executive Director of the Sheltering Arms Foundation, Denise Mayotte will be visiting St. Matthew’s at the Faith Forum on February 8 at 9:00am in the library.

For more information go to www.sheltering-arms.org.    You can sign up for The Sheltering Arms foundation E-news to stay current with children’s issues.

