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Quick Announcements 

SAM SPENCE ANNOUNCES HIS RETIREMENT 
After 20 years of service at Shapiro & Duncan, it is with 
mixed emotions that I am announcing my retirement.  My 
final day will be December 31, 2014. I was first introduced 
to Shapiro & Duncan by a supervisor name Mr. Plumbob, 
aka Bob Dodson.  Mr. Plumbob was also the individual who 
interviewed me for the position as a Plumber.  During that 
interview he mentioned several exciting things about the 
company and the opportunity for future growth, which per-
suaded me to become an employee. 

As a Plumber Mechanic, a typical day consists of early 
morning arrival to receive your assignment and the assem-
bling of the crew.  An assignment could be for one day or 
several weeks depending on the job.   When you are able to 

work with a group of guys that are hardworking, work well together, knowledgeable, and commit-
ted to the task, it brings excitement and personal satisfaction of a job well done.  At Shapiro & 
Duncan I regularly receive training on the up-to-date plumbing codes and safety practices and 
regulations.  The CPR training was the most beneficial for me.  In case of an emergency with one 
of the guys on the site, I was prepared. 

As I reflect on my career, there are some situations that I would have changed but for the most 
part I would have done everything the same.  The various job sites and individuals that I have met 
during my 20 years of service at Shapiro & Duncan have in some aspect helped me to become a 
master plumber.  The most memorable and enjoyable project for me was the Gunston Middle 
School and the Mount Vernon High School  located in Virginia.  This was my first project as a su-
pervisor where I had a major role being the leadership on site.  I was involved with every phase of 
the project from start to a successful finish.   

The greatest accomplishment of my career is having an excellent 20 year safety record not only for 
me but as a leader of my fellow crew members. When working on a job site, there is always some 
potential form of hazard condition where someone can receive severe bodily harm or a risk of fa-
tality.  The essential part of a successful job completion is maintaining and following safety guide-
lines.  Throughout my career, I have acquired skills in project management, operation of heavy 
outdoor equipment, and mastery in machinery.   

As an old-timer, the yearly summer Picnics at Rod & Reel were great.  It was the chance for fellow 
co-workers to meet in a non-work environment and share job site stories and develop stronger 
friendships.  There are three pieces of advice that I would give to anyone that maybe considering 
becoming a plumber which are: 
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1. listen to the instructions that are provided 

2. pay attention to what you are doing 

3. learn from the senior guys  

I have developed close relationships over the years with past and present co-workers. But the in-
dividual that inspired me the most was my first supervisor, Mr. Plumbob.  He was easy to talk to 
about daily work assignments or just to have a general conversation with.  Also, I have many sto-
ries I could share; but, the funniest one and a lesson taught is that of a guy on the crew who was 
advised not to cut a waste line until after lunch.  He was eager to complete the job so he cut the 
waste line ahead of time.  Once we returned from lunch, he was standing in a pit full of waste. So 
naturally we gave him a new nick name for the day. 

After I retire from Shapiro & Duncan, I plan on traveling a lot more and continuing to work on 
my hobby of remolding old houses with a little plumbing work on the side.  However, I will miss 
working for the company and with my friends and colleagues. 

Thank you all for your friendship and support. 

Farewell, 

Sam Spence Sr.                                            


