
 
 

“Pressing On,” the latest book from the Secretary of State’s Legacy Project, traces the 

history of two exceptional family-owned newspapers, The Seattle Times and The 

Wenatchee World. The Times is the sole surviving large-circulation daily in one of 

America’s most wired cities. The World is a small daily with a remarkable reach. Both are 

on the cutting edge of 21st century publishing, according to the book’s author, John C. 

Hughes. A former reporter, editor and publisher, he is chief historian for The Legacy 

Project.  

 

The writer Susan Cheever observes, “We are all inundated with information and given 

no time to wonder what it means or where it came from. Access without understanding 

and facts without context have become our daily diet.”  

 

With full-color printing, Websites and intuitive smartphone and tablet apps, The Times 

and The World have reinvented themselves to stay relevant in the Internet age. Their 

readers have access to high-quality journalism that provides context—from salmon 

survival to the plight of circus elephants, plus breaking news about landslides, wildfires, 

high-school sports and the Seahawks.  

 

Owned and managed by the Blethen family since 1896, The Times’ track record of 

public-service journalism places it in the first-rank of American newspapers: nine Pulitzer 

Prizes, including the breaking-news award for coverage of the Lakewood police officer 

shootings. Engaged readers helped tweeting Times editors and reporters monitor the 

manhunt for the killer.  

 

The Woods family has owned and managed the Wenatchee paper since 1907. Its front-

page slogan is a classic: “Published in the Apple Capital of the World and the Buckle of 

the Power Belt of the Great Northwest.” Rufus Woods, the legendary grandfather of the 

present publisher, led the push to create the Grand Coulee Dam. Few daily 

newspapers of any size can match The World for its sense of community, Hughes writes.  

 

“What characterizes the stewardship of the Blethens and Woodses is their willingness to 

invest heavily in the quality of their newspapers at a time when newsrooms are shrinking 

all over America. Or as the Blethens put it, ‘We’re not publishing newspapers to make 

money. We’re making money to publish newspapers.’ ” 

 

“Pressing On” is the latest work of Legacy Washington, Secretary Wyman’s initiative to 

document and share Washington history.  It will be launched as an e-book on Feb. 3. 

The Blethens and Woodses will be honored at a Capitol building reception hosted by 

the Office of the Secretary of State 

http://www.sos.wa.gov/legacy/

