
The Journey of 

the Nooksack 

Valley School 

District’s New 

Totem Pole



In a gesture of 

goodwill and as 

an attempt to out 

reach to the 

public school 

district, the 

Nooksack Indian 

Tribe decided to 

donate a hand 

carved traditional 

totem pole.  



Our original cedar log was donated by the 

Muckleshoot Indian Tribe.



The cedar log arrived at the home of 

master carver George Swanaset Sr. 



The first step is to peel off the bark and  

then cut the log to make it smooth.  



Next step, the 

carver draws 

images on the 

pole. Each image 

represents a part 

of the pole’s 

story.



Then the artist begins to carve each section.





Elder George Sr. explains the different animals 

represented on the totem pole.



The bottom section will go into the ground. 



Then the pole needs to be painted and 

covered with shellac to protect it from the 

weather.





All school assembly to honor and accept the gift 

from the Nooksack Tribe. George Swanaset Jr. 

speaks on behalf of the Nooksack Indian Tribe. 



Invited guests come to witness the 

assembly.



Talking Walls Project invited students to learn 

more about the culture and traditions of the 

local Nooksack Indian Tribe. 



The school district and Tribe co-hosted the 

museum exhibit “We’re Still Here”.



Then a location for the pole needed to be chosen. 

A hole was dug in front of Nooksack Valley Middle 

School. 



The totem pole is put into the ground and 

covered for the unveiling ceremony.



On November 19th 2014 there was an all 

middle school assembly. Community 

dignitaries and many Nooksack tribal 

members came to participate.



That day 

hundreds of 

people came 

together to 

witness the 

historical event 

of the Nooksack 

Indian tribe  

gifting the 

totem pole to 

the Nooksack 

Valley School 

District.



Then came the moment everyone 

was waiting for; the totem pole was 

unveiled. 




