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Dave Sullens’ job is never dull.  He never knows from one day to the next what location he will 

find himself in or what collection he will be accessioning.  Typically, he verifies box lists and 

ensures that transmittals are filled out correctly.  However as part of his cross-training recently he 

got to do every archivists dream—sit and process a collection from start to finish!  It’s the thing 

that most of us really enjoy, but find we never have time to do in the real world of the Archives. 

 

Dave found himself with a collection of records created by the Daughters of the American 

Revolution, Tacoma Chapter.  It is not a stretch to say that this collection was less than what he 

had hoped for his first time processing.  And to be fair, Dave’s passion lies more in the 

organization of the boxes, themselves, than in their contents.  Still, he accepted the challenge, 

intrigued by what he could learn and find.  After countless folders of similar information, he 

became less enthused with the process.  That is, until he discovered this: 

 

You are looking at instructions on 

how to report election returns from 

Washington Precinct, Pierce 

County Number 27, Congressional 

District Number 6, for the 

November 8, 1988 Presidential 

Election between George Bush 

and Michael Dukakis. This 

information was gathered for the 

News Election Service, a 

consortium of news agencies that 

was created in 1964 

 

What is fun about this piece of 

history is the information available 

that has nothing to do with the 

reason the document was 

created.  It is interesting to see how 

the precinct fell along party lines, 

but what we found most 

entertaining were the instructions 

on how to proceed with this.  Find 

the nearest telephone?  A huge 

string of numbers to call in order to 

be able to dial toll free?  Busy 

signals?  The year 1988 doesn’t 

seem so long ago to those of us 

who were alive then, but 

technologically speaking, it was 

another age.   

 

If you’re interested in how the News Election Service (now part of the Voter News Service) 

affects projected outcomes, here is one fascinating study of their role in the process, especially 

concerning the 2000 election.   

http://shorensteincenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/d42_sproul.pdf


In addition to the race for the Presidency, there were also important U.S. Senate races.  You 

might recognize the names listed below, and also identify which of the two names listed 

became Washington’s Governor that same year. 

 



It’s often the gems like these that are hidden among the records created during the course of 

daily life that are the most fun for archivists to uncover.  We hope you enjoy these finds, too! 

 

 

 


