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Have you ever thought about taking a cross-country 
road trip to see all that our great  
country has to offer? A lot of 
Americans have wished it and 
dreamt it, but the intrepid Neil 
Ackerson and his lovely wife 
Sue are actually doing it! Date of 
embarkation: July 9, 2014. One 
state down, 47 more to go. And 
we’ll be following along on their 
adventures.

Now that Sue has retired from her long career as a 
school principal, they packed up their 2010 Braun 
Honda Odyssey and headed out from Long Island, 
NY. First stop: West Virginia, where Sue was born. 
She hadn’t been back since she was one year old, 
so that was a real treat to revisit.

From there, they’re venturing through Western 
Pennsylvania, working their way across the states
up to Chicago, and into Michigan…and beyond. Of 
course, Route 66 is part of the plan.

Armed with a database of hundreds of attractions, 
including national parks and nature stops (like  
Monument Valley, Muir Woods National Park, and 
Garden of the Gods), museums (including the Mardi 
Gras Cottage Museum, Carnegie Art Museum, and 
National Underground Railroad Museum), historic 
sites (such as the Civil Rights Memorial Center  
and Helen Keller’s Home), and a myriad of oddball 
novelty stops (like the Spam Museum, Toaster 
Museum, Kaleidoscope Factory, and State Rt82 
Ghost Town), they’re sure to have tons of fun. There 
are also scores of state fairs, outdoor festivals and 
must-visit eateries.

“The adventure is to not have a set itinerary day to 
day, and that’s not my usual way of doing things,” 
Neil shared. “It’s all going to be very carefree. Wher-
ever we are tonight, that’s where we are. However 
long it takes to get to the next stop, that’s how long 
it takes.”

The cross-country road trip 
is a dream come true for 
both Neil and Sue. When 
they originally talked  
about it, Neil wasn’t in 
a wheelchair and they 
planned to set out in an 
RV. But in 2009, he  

contracted Guillain-Barre Syndrome 
(a rare disorder that attacks the nervous system) 
and was paralyzed within two days. Nothing keeps 
this guy down. And for this journey, a wheelchair  
accessible van was the best solution. Neil will be 
doing most of the driving, and they’ll overnight at 
motels and hotels as well as renting houses that 
they found on the web.

We asked what they were most excited about:  
“Nature. Over the last couple of years, we’ve been 
to Alaska and Glacier National Park. We expected 
it to be beautiful, but it 
was beyond our wildest 
dreams. We’re looking 
forward to exploring all 
the natural beauty that 
exists in the U.S. … 
and all the rest of the 
fun along the way,  
like seeing the  
Largest Ball  
of Twine!”

Bussani Mobility feels honored to  
support the Ackersons by servicing their van  
throughout their trip. And we’ll give lots of updates 
about their adventures over the next two years.  
You can follow Neil’s blog at:  
www.Shoretoshoreandmore.blogspot.com

Happy Trails, Neil & Sue!

Route 66 Here We Come


