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The 2014 AIA Central PA Fall lecture was held on November 13th at Armstrong World 

Industries World Headquarters with Frank Harmon, FAIA presenting “Glass, Grits and Steel - 

Building in the Middle South”. As Residential Architect Magazine noted, “Frank Harmon has 

spent the past three decades fine-tuning his thoughtful, regional modernism” and these themes 

were woven throughout his lecture. As an Architect, Professor, and Artist he has been a 

champion of these ideals throughout his career and they are clearly represented in his work. 

Frank began the evening by sharing stories of his upbringing in NC, his play in the gently 

rippling streams, noticing the light dappled on the water’s surface having first filtered through 

the forest canopy. He spoke of his foray into newspaper sales and being invited in by his 

neighbors to chat and share a glass of cool iced tea on a warm summer afternoon.  He 

discussed his time spent in London, being immersed in a foreign culture that was all very new 

and exciting to him, and his architectural education there.  Most of all he spoke of the profound 

effect these events had on his understanding of the importance of the “people” and of the 

“place” to informed design.  In the 30+ years he has been practicing his regionally informed 

architecture, Frank Harmon, FAIA, has become the face of North Carolina architecture.  

A refreshing attribute of Frank’s work is the restraint it exhibits, never suffering from the 

overelaboration of architectural expression.  The projects were often limited in budget, but the 

resulting architecture would transcend those means to an often compelling result. From his first 

award winning design for a simple storage structure for Rake and Hoe, to the last project he 

presented, AIA North Carolina’s headquarters, there was a masterful directness and elegance 

to his architecture. He once stated that “In the future, our society will be judged by how we 

build today. Arguably the most important issue facing architecture today is sustainability.” From 

his childhood, the beginning of his work and through his current projects he has continually 

demonstrated a commitment to sustainability and its importance to society as a whole.   

Frank contributes to Custom Home Magazine with his sketches and blog entitled “Native 

Places” which is also shared on his website.  During his visit he expressed his fascination with 

the row homes he saw threaded through downtown Lancaster and took a moment to stop and 

sketch a few that caught his eye. As much as we enjoyed his lecture and visit it was nice to 

see he also valued his time spent in Central PA.  His reflections on what he observed while 

visiting our area are shared in his December 2, 2014 Native Places entry 

http://nativeplaces.org/post/104166522336/row-houses-in-lancaster-pa-lancaster#notes. 
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