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Gender patterns in intimate partner violence (IPV) remain a controversial
topic. Some self-report measures produce gender "parity" in rates of IPV.
However, some surveys do not produce gender parity, nor do arrests, reports
to law enforcement, homicide data, helpseeking data, or witness reports. This
methodological inconsistency is still poorly understood. This webinar will
describe efforts to create more valid and gender sensitive measures of IPV,
beginning with the Revised Conflict Tactics Scale (CTS2), which did not shift
gender patterns in comparison to the original CTS, and continuing to the new
Partner Victimization Scale, which does not show gender parity.  A number of
common hypotheses about gender and self-report turn out not to be the
source of gender parity, but other easily modifiable measurement
characteristics do influence gender patterns.  It is important that we work to
understand and remediate methodological inconsistencies.  The good news is
that progress is readily attainable.  The Partner Victimization Scale is one of at
least 3 alternatives that can be used when a self-report tool that has multi-
method convergence with other IPV measures is desired.
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Sherry Hamby, Ph.D. is Director of the Appalachian Center for Resilience
Research and Research Professor of Psychology at the University of the South.
She is also founding editor of the APA journal Psychology of Violence. A
licensed clinical psychologist, Dr. Hamby has worked for more than 20 years on
the problem of violence, including front-line crisis intervention and treatment,
involvement in grassroots organizations, and research leading to the
publication of more than 100 articles and books. She is the recipient of
numerous honors. Her most recent book is Battered Women's Protective
Strategies:  Stronger Than You Know (Oxford University Press, 2014). She has
worked for two decades to understand the IPV measurement puzzle and create
gender-sensitive IPV measures.


