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God with us - more presence than presents  
Krista Culler 

 

Be present in all things and thankful for all things. 

― Maya Angelou 

On a recent visit to the store to purchase small items and treats 

to fill the compartments of our Advent calendar, I found myself 

nostalgic for the days when our children were younger—the 

days when half of their Christmas presents could be classified as “cheap thrills.”  A three-dollar 

cap gun, a one-dollar pack of sticky hands—each of those counted as a gift in bygone days.  And 

then the purchases of a miniature Slinky and Silly Putty at Dollar Tree—gifts #3 and #4. Those 

were simpler times, happy times. Our children are now 20, 18, 16, 13, and 10; our lives happy, 

yet different, more complex.   

Cliché, but so true, the time with our children has flown by. When our children were younger, 

both loved ones and strangers regularly reminded me,  

“They don’t stay little for long!”   

“Enjoy them while you can!” 

“Before you know it, they will be all grown up!” 

I heard these reminders as I wended my way through stores with my cartful of children, as I 

went in and out of church with my ducklings in a row, and as I chased my little rascals around at 

family picnics.  I could not fully realize how true the comments were until I experienced raising 

my children for myself. Now, if I were to make the same comments to young parents, like me, I 

do not believe they can fully grasp it. It is something people have to experience for themselves. 

I recall a radio commentator say “With raising children, the days are long, but the years are 

short.” He was most certainly correct! 

In the twenty years since becoming parents, the Internet has been invented. We now live in the 

age of i-Everything.  It is time for less I and more we - not Wii. Items meant to make our lives 

easier have, in reality, made our lives more challenging.  It is tempting to have more FaceTime 

and Facebook than to have face-to-face time with one another. 

     My goal for this holiday season - to focus more on presence than presents.  I want to live in 

the now, to make time for what really matters, and to appreciate the things that money cannot 

buy—hugs, smiles, laughter, good memories, love. 



The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel--

which means, God with us. Matthew 1:23 

Just as God loved us so much that He made a way to be with us, we should make room in our 

lives to be with one another.      


