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CALL TO ORDER  
 

 Ms. Evans called the meeting to order at 12:05 p.m.  
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 

1. Golden Handshake 
Supervisor Judy Case-McNairy addressed the group on her recently approved “Golden Handshake” policy. 
It requires that an actuarial cost study to calculate the fiscal impact and cost to the county before 
approving a golden handshake. Additionally, she brought to the council’s attention the staggering number 
of hours paid time off many county employees receive. In some cases, public service employees are 
accruing eight weeks of paid time off in one year. In 2013, 48% of county employees took six weeks of 
time off. One employee took two years off of work because others donated their time. The position was 
left open and work was redistributed to other employees during the absence. She believes the amount of 
paid time off is a problem and needs to be revised. She says she’s been a broken record over the years. As 
her role in office comes to a close, she hopes future Supervisors take up the issue and encourage reform.  

 
2. Highway Trust Fund 

Ryan Wiggins of Transportation for America spoke to the GAC about the underfunded Highway Trust Fund. 
Since 1993, drivers have been paying 18.4 cents per gallon of gas to pay for maintenance of highways, 
bridges and freight rail spanning the country. For the last several years, the Highway Trust Fund has fallen 
short of generating the money necessary to keep up infrastructure. An additional $30 billion in needed 



every year and the easiest solution is to raise gas tax by about 17 cents. That move isn’t popular, 
especially in California and specifically the Central Valley because of a state tax set to take effect in 
January of 2015. After some discussion, the GAC came to an agreement that funding for transportation is 
essential, but collecting more taxes is not the solution.  
 
Lorraine Salazar made a motion for a letter to be written to the Central Valley delegation to support 
prioritizing transportation funding, but to research federal tax reform instead of raising taxes. Brian 
Domingos seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.  

  
3. Mandatory Gambling Collection Fee 

Speaking on behalf of Kyle Kirkland of Club One Casino, Mike Dagas told the GAC about a proposed fee 
the State of California Bureau of Gambling Control might mandate. It would require non-tribal casinos to 
collect a fee from customers for every bet they make while playing cards. For instance, a player would 
have to pay 50 cents to place a $5 bet. Currently, casinos are allowed to waive the fee and Club One has 
chosen to do this since 2004. The fee would not be collected by the State, which is one of the reasons 
Club One’s owner doesn’t understand why State would mandate the casino begin charging it. Dagas said if 
the mandate is approved, it would negatively affect 80% of the business, resulting in tremendous job loss. 
Club One currently employs 350 people and contributes about $1 annually to the City of Fresno’s general 
fund. The City Council recently voted 7-0 to oppose the proposed regulation.  
 
Larry Fortune made a motion to oppose the regulation and write a letter of opposition. Cam Maloy 
seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.  

 
4. Consent Calendar 

The following proposed bills were on the consent calendar: 
 
H.R. 5781 (Valadao) California Drought Emergency Relief Act of 2014 – SUPPORT 
SB 3 (Leno and Leyva) Minimum Wage – OPPOSE  
SB 5 / AB 23 (Vidak and Patterson) Transportation Fuel Exemption – SUPPORT 
AB 11 (Gonzalez) Paid Sick Days for In Home Health Care Workers – OPPOSE 
AB 54 (Olsen) Construction Related Accessibility Claims – SUPPORT 
 
Ryan Jacobsen made a motion to approve the recommendations in the Consent Calendar. Mr. Fortune  
seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.   
 

5. 2015 Policy Platform 
Staff suggested adding a line in Water policy to reflect support for ongoing cooperation in the region to 
manage water. The recommendation was not supported because existing policies already cover that point. 
Victoria Salisch questioned the wording of the second line: “Support policies and legislation that increases 
above ground storage capacity, improves through Delta and other conveyance and encourage 
conservation.” It was revised to “Support policies and legislation that increased above ground storage 
capacity, improves through-Delta and other conveyance systems and encourages conservation.”  
 
Lorraine Salazar made a motion to make the one change and approve the policy platform as is. Scott 
Miller seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.  
 

6. Report Card Review 
Staff went over the report cards for State and City elected representatives. There were questions about 
criteria for receiving an award for performance. Staff was directed to gather more information about 
what’s been done in the past and report back in January. Staff was also instructed to send the report card 
drafts to offices of elected representatives and ask if any errors were made.  
 

CHAIRS REPORT 



 Ms. Evans announced Eggs & Issues with Sheriff Mims on January 15th, 2015.  
 
 Lorraine Salazar requested staff write a letter to Senator Barbara Boxer expressing disappointment about  
 her lack of willingness to negotiate on a water bill.  
 
ADJOURNED 
  

 Meeting adjourned at 1:20 p.m.  
 


