
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

The Flannery Dream Fund 
 
Thanks to a very generous grant from the 
Flannery Family, every child at the Holley Center 
has been given $100 to personally shop for their 
own "dream" gifts. The Flannery's wish is that 
every child experience the freedom of  shopping 
and selecting gifts of his or her choosing. 

A Dream Make Over for One Home 
 
In 1998, when YCS opened a psychiatric  chil-
dren’s  home in Edison, it was named Laurie Ha-
ven in honor of the Laurie Family.  Over the 
years, the Laurie Foundation has always remem-
bered the children at the home and recently pro-
vided the funding to refurnish the communal liv-
ing area.  It’s warmth and comfort provides a 
welcoming environment for the children. 

A Safe Commute Thanks to Columbia Bank 
 
Columbia Bank Foundation, an ardent supporter 
of YCS for many year, donated funds for the 
purchase of new Nissan Rogue van to transport 
children in YCS group homes to school, outings 
and medical appointments. 

BOA Grant Keeps YCS—South Homes Safe 
 
Bank of America awarded YCS a $20,000 grant  
towards the installation of a new generator and 
fire escape equipment for two YCS Homes in 
the southern region.  Recent storms have  
required YCS to upgrade emergency prepared-
ness equipment at residences. 

 

Grant News 

 

Discovering their Talents and Building Confidence 
See what our children have been up to 

 

Students at the YCS Adolescent Development Program 
(ADP) in Newark honed their entrepreneurial skills during  a 
six week workshop called Kid$ in Bi$.  The course  
culminated in a food fair where each student sold the goods 
they prepared.  After they repaid the program the money lent 
to them to  buy supplies, each student was given the net 
profit.  ’I watched the children’s confidence and self esteem 
grow as they saw the positive results of all their hard work,” 
said Jennifer Doningue, ADP clinician. 

Every student at the Fort Lee Education Center participated in a day 
long holiday extravaganza prior to the Christmas break. Every class 
built a gingerbread house to their unique specifications. Then students 
from each class worked on their signature performance. The English 
and History classes joined forces to perform scenes from Romeo and 
Juliet.. There was line dancing, a poetry reading of original work and 
an informative presentation on the formation of a snowflake. The staff 
contributed to the festivities by bringing in home-made desserts.  
Enthusiasm and joy filled the auditorium, according to FLEC principal 
Ruth Ann Hunt. 

 

 

 

 

Sawtelle South Winter Talent Show 
 
Youth from five Sawtelle Homes 
across the southern part of the state 
gathered with their families for an 
evening of heart pounding entertain-
ment. There was  comedy, rap, break 
dancing, modern dance, Asian dance,  
drumming and more.  
 
The real beauty of the evening was the 
camaraderie shared by all the youth, 
staff and family. 
 
Everyone left filled with the sounds of 
applause, high fives and words of 
praise ringing in their ears. 
 
We can’t wait to see what talents 
emerge from the next talent show.  
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