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Greetings from the Middle East  
 
As you read this, I have just returned from a three-week visit to the 
Middle East, led by our newly elected moderator, Heath Rada. Our 
travels took us to Lebanon and Iraq where we saw firsthand, the 
fear and anxiety that people across the region are facing as ISIS 
continues its reign of terror in Syria, Iraq and other neighboring 
countries. Christians, Ysedis, moderate Muslims and other minority 
groups are being targeted.  Young men are recruited by force to 
join ISIS while women and young girls are being rounded up, raped 
and sold into servitude. 
 
We heard stories from Christian refugees who told us they were 
given three choices: convert to Islam, leave their homes or die. 
Many were given less than an hour to leave with nothing more than the clothes on their 
backs.  As one Christian leader said to us, “How could I deny Jesus? I had to leave or 
face death.” 
 
As we met with displaced families and the church leaders in Lebanon and Iraq they 
expressed their concerns for the coming winter.  As cold weather approaches, many 
fear there will not be enough food, blankets and other necessities for families to survive. 
They want to go home but know that death awaits them if they return.   
 
Church leaders expressed concern that as the crisis rages on, more and more 
Christians will leave the Middle East and never return. As we left Iraq, we encountered 
several Christian families that had decided to leave. They had packed everything they 
could and were headed to Jordan to seek refuge from the violence. I was overwhelmed 
by the grief and sadness evident in the eyes of a young mother who was taking her 
children to a safer place.  
 
There are many challenges facing our church partners in the Middle East. The 
continued threats from ISIS, the coming winter and economies slowed by conflict and 
oppression have made life very difficult. Everywhere we visited, our partners asked us 
to send a message to the church in the United States, “Don’t forget about us.” Their 
faces, stories and faith are a constant presence and reminder to me. 
 
As a church deeply committed to mission in partnership, we cannot forget our sisters 
and brothers in the region. There are several things you can do: 

 Hold the people of the Middle East in your prayers. 
 Read stories about the Moderator’s visit 



 Learn more about the ministry and witness of our church partners in the region:  
 Iraq 
 Lebanon 
 Syria 
 The National Evangelical Synod of Syria and Lebanon Facebook page 

 Provide financial support to meet the immediate humanitarian needs facing 
partners in the region.  

 http://pda.pcusa.org/situation/syria/ 
 http://pda.pcusa.org/situation/iraq-violence/ 

Our trip concluded with a visit to Israel/Palestine, where we hoped to visit Gaza to 
assess the humanitarian situation. Unfortunately, we were unable to secure the 
necessary travel documents. 
 
The whole region groans under the weight of conflict. In the midst of it, the light of Christ 
still shines boldly in the faces of those whose steadfast hope and faith is a reminder to 
us all that the evils of war and oppression are not the final answer.  One day, the Peace 
of Christ will reign. 
 
Faithfully in Christ, 
 
Sara P. Lisherness 
 
P.S. - In the midst of this conflict, another crisis rages on. The Ebola outbreak continues 
to wreak havoc in West Africa. See how Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, Self-
Development of People and the Presbyterian Hunger Program are supporting our West 
Africa Initiative partners as they fight against this deadly disease. 
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