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S.	  Michael	  Marcy,	  MD,	  FAAP	  

It is with great sadness that we share the passing of Dr. S. Michael Marcy, a 
member of the Division of Infectious Disease at Children’s Hospital Los Angeles, on 
Friday, September 05, 2014.  Michael was Clinical Professor of Pediatrics at both USC 
and UCLA, and had the distinction of having served actively in the education and 
research activities at the 4 major teaching programs in Los Angeles.  He joined the 
CHLA Medical Staff in 1976, and was given Honorary status in 2008, an honor currently 
only held by eight physicians.  Michael was an active teacher on our in-patient units for 
over 3 decades; his educational pearls were valued by peers, residents and medical 
students, and nursing staff during these years. 

He had a keen wit, intellectual brilliance, and a warm and giving personality.  He 
attended Pomona College for undergraduate work and received his MD degree in 1961 
from the University of Pennsylvania School of Medicine.  He completed his pediatric 
postgraduate residencies at the Massachusetts General Hospital and Boston City 
Hospital.  After serving in the army in Germany from 1964 to 1967, Dr. Marcy returned 
to Boston to complete a 3-year fellowship in pediatric infectious disease.  In 1970 he 
joined the Kaiser-Permanente Health Care Program and has served for more than 40 
years, first as a full-time, and then as a part-time primary-care pediatrician at their 
Panorama City and West Los Angeles, California facilities.   He became an Adjunct 
Researcher with the Kaiser-Permanente Research and Evaluation program working as a 
part-time investigator with the Vaccine Safety Datalink Project, and the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention. 

He served on numerous local, national and international committees, including the 
American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) Committee on Infectious Diseases (Red Book 
Committee), the AAP Committee on Continuing Medical Education, and committees 
formed by the AAP, American Academy of Otolaryngology, and the National Committee 
on Quality Assurance to develop clinical guidelines for the treatment of pediatric upper 
respiratory infections.  He was previous chairperson of the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC) Brighton Collaboration, defining adverse events associated with 
immunization, the AAP General Pediatrics Board Review course (PREPThe Course), and 
the AAP Pediatric Infectious Disease Board Review course (PREP-ID).  He served on the 
California State Immunization Committee  and recently completed a term on the (CDC) 
Advisory Committee on Immunization Practice (ACIP).  He served on the editorial 



boards of Pediatric Annals, The Pediatric Infectious Disease Journal, Infectious Diseases 
in Children, and the Pediatric Infections Forum and had been a peer-reviewer for several 
major pediatric and infectious disease journals. 

A nationally recognized speaker on pediatric infectious disease, including 
multiple Grand Rounds presentations at CHLA, named to the list of Best Doctors and 
Best Pediatricians in America for many years, and was the recipient of the 2012 AAP 
Section on Infectious Diseases Award for Lifetime Contribution to Infectious Diseases 
Education. 

He was unique in being able to be a full-time practitioner, and at the same time 
develop a national academic career.  He will be missed by his family and those of us at 
CHLA who considered him a friend, mentor, and role model for ourselves and the many 
pediatric residents and fellows, and medical students, he worked with over the many 
years.  
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