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The Primate Rescue Center has been located in  
Nicholasville, Kentucky, since the late 1980s. What  
began as the innocent although uneducated purchase  
of a pet macaque led to what is now a well-respected 
primate sanctuary that houses over fifty monkeys and 
apes on over thirty acres of land. The daily care and  
maintenance of the sanctuary is managed by a dedicated staff 
and reliable volunteer network. You may have witnessed the sights and sounds of our 
residents — and the labor required to care for their every need — at one of our annual 
Member Events. However, many of our supporters are not as familiar with the work the 
PRC does in the sanctuary and animal advocacy community. 

As most of our residents come to us as castoffs of the biomedical, entertainment, and 
exotic pet industries, we feel that it is important to work to make positive changes 
in those fields so that future rescues may one day be unnecessary. In 2010, the PRC 
joined forces with other leading primate sanctuaries in the country to form the North 
American Primate Sanctuary Alliance (NAPSA). As the founder and Executive Director 
of the PRC, I was granted the unique opportunity to aid in NAPSA’s development and 
serve as its committee chair. This group of experts has become a trusted source of 
information and is frequently cited in major news stories related to primates. 

In order to create a brighter future for primates, educating the public is key. As a matter 
of fact, you may have seen us quoted in USA Today a few months ago, as we spoke 
out in opposition to a bill involving service monkeys. PRC staffers and volunteers can 
be heard speaking at events on behalf of the sanctuary so that people can learn the 
dangers of the exotic pet trade. We appreciate the chance to let people know the  
difficulties that come with a pet monkey or ape, so they don’t find themselves in the 
oft-repeated situation of having to give up a treasured pet to the already overflowing 
and financially strained sanctuary system. Sharing our message via local and national 
news and cable outlets helps us reach a greater audience, and for that we are grateful.

Rescuing primates may seem like a rare occurrence, but it unfortunately happens  
more often than you’d think! In just the last six months, the PRC has rescued six new 
residents. Although once in a while they come to us from local sources, more often 
than not our staff is required to travel great distances, whether it’s to Las Vegas or  
Georgia, to figure out the logistics of providing a forever home for a needy animal  
with nowhere else to go. 

Everything that we do — from the monthly rescues to the daily deliveries of fresh  
vegetables to our residents — depends upon donations from our supporters. We are 
proud to be making a difference in the lives of those in our care, and we thank you for 
helping us do what we do, so that even more primates can be helped in the future.

With deepest gratitude,
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KENTUCKY GIVES 

WE’VE DONE IT AGAIN!

Every April we participate in Kentucky 
Gives Day, a nationwide online donation 
drive. This year we were excited to earn 
over $11,500 in just that one day. 

The funds will help pay for the new enclosure 
needed for the four Barbary macaques rescued from a 
defunct zoo late last year…but we still don’t have enough 
money to complete construction. 

Giving doesn’t need to stop when Kentucky Gives Day ends! Please consider donating 
through our website or by mailing a check. The Barbary macaques — Rex, Soda, Shatar 
(pictured) and Saidah — lived for years with just their basic needs met. We are happy to  
give them a more comfortable and enriched life at the PRC, but we need your help to build 
them a proper home. ❧

The Primate Rescue Center has been 
granted the status of Top Rated Nonprofit 
by the website GreatNonprofits.org. We 
were thrilled to earn this title in 2013 and 
are even happier that our fans, supporters 
and volunteers have bestowed us with this 
title once again in 2014!

We try to make our newsletters informative and entertaining, but we realize there may 
be things unintentionally left out. Is there anything you would like to read about in future 
editions? Please let us know by emailing us at admin101@primaterescue.org and we would 
be happy to add something new to the next newsletter! 

#checkthisout
The Primate Rescue Center 
is now on Instagram! Follow 
@Prim8rescue to get a 
behind-the-scenes glimpse 
of the sanctuary and our 
incredibly photogenic 
residents! #doit #please 
#seeyouthere

Insta

mailto:admin101@primaterescue.org
mailto:admin101@primaterescue.org
http://primaterescue.org


On May 17th, the Primate Rescue Center once again opened its doors for our 
annual Member Event. The sun was shining, the snacks were delicious and 
the temperature was surprisingly comfortable. Everyone was well-behaved— 
even raucous Cory the chimp!

It is always a pleasure to meet the people who support our sanctuary, and 
this year we welcomed over 400 PRC fans who shared the day’s activities. 
Meeting the daily needs of our 50+ residents is no small feat, and we 
couldn’t do it without financial assistance from those near and far. We’d 
like to send out a special thank you to our staff members and the over 60 
volunteers who helped us prep for the big day. 

Remember to keep your PRC Membership up-to-date so you can attend the 
big event next year! ❧

2014 ANNUAL MEMBER EVENT
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many thanks to our 

sponsors
Abuelo’s

Danny & Libby Barnes,  
   Alternative Jewelry

Animal Hospital of Nicholasville

Blue Moon Restrooms

Carol Buford, Tickled Pink

John Calipari, University of Kentucky

Center for Great Apes

Cinemark, Fayette Mall

Bonnie Meyer Day, Sculptor

Domino’s Pizza, Nicholasville

Doyle Water Distributors

eLink Design

Garcia Concrete Construction

Goff Southeast Tents

Marc Graviss

Roberta Harding

Hayden Company

Hickman Creek Kennels

Cynthia Johnson

Kentucky Department of Parks

Kentucky Theater

Krogers of Nicholasville,  
   Bellerive & Brannon Crossing

Lansdowne Veterinary Clinic

Amie LeMaster

Lexington Legends

Lockmasters Security Institute

Wayne & Susan Masterman, 
   Portofino Restaurant

Jack & Lynn Osborne,  
   M&E Specialty Contracting

Onestepatatime Farm

Panera Bread

Peggy’s Gifts & Accessories 

Raising Cane’s

Tim Revel, Revman Graphics

Jim & Shawn Claggett, Sky Unlimited

Mike Munafo, Southern Communications

Thoroughbred Limousine

Walt Disney World

Ken Watts, Watts Realtors & Auctioneers

West Sixth Brewery

Woody’s Imprints

WATCH FOR THE  
2015 EVENT DATE!

Cory the chimp



  In late 2013, I was lucky 
enough to be able to attend 
“Personhood Beyond the 
Human,” a conference at 

Yale University sponsored  
by The Institute for Ethics and Emerging 
Technologies, endorsed by the Nonhuman 
Rights Project (NhRP) and funded by  
Terasem Movement Foundation and of 
course, Arcus Foundation (who finance 
many primate-related organizations  
and projects, including the LEMSIP  
chimpanzees’ move to Primate  
Rescue Center in the late 1990’s).

Although this conference was not spe-
cifically about primates, primates were 
often the topic of discussion, along with 
elephants and orcas. Over three days, the 
various speakers gave presentations on 
all aspects of legal personhood, how to 
recognize a being as a person, and why  
or if humans should recognize other  
beings as persons.

Keeping in mind that recently the NhRP 
had filed the first cases on behalf of the 
legal personhood of a chimpanzee, the 
timing of this conference was pretty 
incredible.

Even more incredible were some of the 
speakers...

Peter Singer — the very man who penned 
the seminal books Animal Liberation and 
The Great Ape Project — opened the  
conference on Friday night. About five 
years ago, I took a train to Manhattan  
to hear him speak, but my second time 
seeing him live was no less exciting.  
Perhaps “exciting” is not the right word for 
a bunch of people sitting in an auditorium 
on a rainy Friday night, but regardless, I 

always find myself rather exhilarated to be 
in the presence of (what I consider to be) 
greatness and true inspiration.

Singer discussed speciesism, or the  
tendency to have a bias against other 
species simply in order to give preferential 
treatment to the group to which one  
personally belongs. Giving equal  
consideration to similar interests —  
across species — requires humans to  
empathize and consider what it’s like to  
be a being of another species, especially 
when it comes to their possible desires to 
experience pleasure and avoid pain.

There is a strong case to consider ratio-
nality (or the awareness of one’s own 
existence over time) to be the basis of 
legal personhood. It would then follow 
that some animals (such as chimpanzees) 
would be considered legal persons, despite 
the fact that many humans (such as young 
children and the mentally disabled) who 
are not considered rational have already 
been enjoying these rights.

It was clear that Singer could have spoken 
for hours longer, even just to answer all the 
questions from the audience. It was well 
worth the downpour that drenched us all 
as we left the auditorium that night!

On Saturday, I was looking forward to  
hearing from Steven Wise, director of the 
NhRP and the lawyer who spent the last 
27 years of his life building up for his most 
recent and most important legal filing, on 
behalf of the personhood of a chimpanzee 
named Tommy. I was lucky enough to 
speak with him in person earlier that  
day. He is a kind, pleasant man with a 
wonderful sense of a humor and enviable 
perserverance. I have no doubt that  

chimpanzees deserve more legal rights, 
and I have even less doubt that Steven 
Wise can prove this in a court of law.

Wise brought with him what appeared 
to be a ream of paper, but it was actually 
the testimonials of the primatologists and 
experts related to his trials. He explained 
that the NhRP is asking the judges of 
their cases to focus on the importance of 
autonomy of the four captive chimps living 
within New York state. Relying on petitions 
for common law writ of habeas corpus, 
they are referencing the slave trials of 
America’s past, in which the captors must 
present the captive being and legally and 
sufficiently explain why keeping him or her 
jailed is justified.

Common law equality means that you  
can’t treat similar entities differently  
for an arbitrary reason, Mr. Wise stated. 
Discrimination based on being a  
chimpanzee is arbitrary and such  
treatment is akin to racism, or sexism, or 
any other -ism in which one population 
strips equality from another population 
based on one characteristic.

The recent climate of the United States  
animal rights field, combined with key 
events like the National Institutes of 
Health’s recent halt to funding of  
chimpanzee research, made it the perfect 
time for NhRP to file their first cases, and 
the timing of this conference was more 
than opportune.

Personhood Beyond the Human was an 
encapsulation of the times. We are living 
on the brink of change for our closest rela-
tives, and it was quite fascinating to hear 
first-hand from the mouths of those who 
lead the way.  ❧

PERSONHOOD BEYOND THE HUMAN
Erika Fleury, PRC Coordinator
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EXTRA! EXTRA! READ ALL ABOUT IT!
Be sure to head on over to our website’s In The News section to stay up to  
date with ape and monkey coverage in the news. You can see what’s hot off  
the presses, or browse through our archived stories to see what you may have 
missed. We do all the hard work, so you won’t have to!

http://www.primaterescue.org/understanding-the-issues/in-the-news/
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It is with a heavy heart that we share news of the passing of Long-Tailed Macaques Gizmo and Boo.

 
 
It’s hard to believe that Gizmo is no longer with us, for he is the reason that the Primate  
Rescue Center came into existence. In 1987, Clay Miller purchased Gizmo, a young long-tailed  
macaque, from an animal dealer for his future wife April Truitt. It quickly became apparent that 
their energetic pet would enjoy a companion, but it was during their search for another monkey 
that Truitt and Miller discovered a surprising number of primate pets requiring forever homes. As 
they took in more and more individuals requiring lifetime care, the Primate Rescue Center was 
developed so that Gizmo and his companions could be properly cared for.

Giz, as he was known, affectionately responded to humans but was very protective of his home 
and female companions, rescued former pets Ciera and Bubbles. Sweet and laid-back, he was 
always eager to lip-smack at the humans passing by. Gizmo was a beloved friend to all at the 
PRC, and his legacy will live on through the sanctuary that he was a part of founding.

 
 
 
Our friend Boo was somewhat of a local celebrity! He spent his first year of life as a pet. While his 
former owner was paying at a drive-thru window, Boo jumped from the car to attack the clerk. 
The whole event was caught on tape and broadcast on local news stations.

After his 2005 brush with fame, Boo was brought to the Primate Rescue Center and quickly 
became one of our biggest personalities. Even then, Boo couldn’t resist the spotlight — a 
photograph of his face was chosen for the cover of a book, Monkey Business: A History of 
Nonhuman Primate Rights by PRC Coordinator Erika Fleury! His playful nature and love of life 
was evident each time he dove head-first into his water-filled pool with a blanket “cape-style” 
over his head, or when he monkeyed around with his buddy Luke. 

 Boo’s confidence and spirit stayed with him until the end. We discovered a very aggressive 
pancreatic cancer had been lurking in his system. Strong Boo hadn’t shown any symptoms until  
it was too late. We will miss Boo. His joy will never be forgotten. ❧

IN MEMORIAM

We are always pleased to hear of organizations 
that make a group effort to help us out. Recently, 
the Honorable Order of Kentucky Colonels awarded 
us with a grant to use toward the purchase of a new 
generator. We were fortunate to also receive a generous discount from Gillette Generators. 
Marty Catalano of Power Pro-Tech Services provided the installation, aided with additional labor 
provided by Lockmasters Technical Institute. What a team!

Extra loud pant-hoots of appreciation to these fine folks for their assistance. Please contact  
us if you are a member of a club that is interested in donating goods or services to the PRC!

THANK YOU TO THE HONORABLE ORDER 
OF THE  KENTUCKY COLONELS 

From left: Marty Catalano of Power Pro-Tech Services, 
and Robbie Cartwright, Kyle Elkins and John Burnside 
of Lockmasters Technical Institute.
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A few Primate Rescue Center folks recently went on the ultimate field trip. We boarded 
planes and spent three days in Texas attending the 2014 Workshop of the North American 
Primate Sanctuary Alliance (NAPSA). 

The PRC’s Co-Founder and Executive  
Director, April Truitt, is also a founding 
member of NAPSA. The PRC is a member 
of the organization as well. Ms. Truitt  
was joined in the Lone Star State by PRC 
Sanctuary Manager Eileen Dunnington, 
Freelance Associate Erika Fleury (that’s 
me!), and intern Jennifer Keys. As is always 
the case with primatology conferences, it 
was inspiring and exciting to be around 
so many like-minded people. Every major 
primate sanctuary in the country (and 
Canada) was represented, and everyone 
was able to share their stories and ideas 
freely.

The event was held in sunny San Antonio, 
a tourist-friendly destination that is chock 
full of history and which also happened to 
be a toasty 90 degrees for our entire visit. 
There is a small stream flowing through the 
River Walk (a small section of the city filled 
with restaurants and shops), and ducks 
would casually accompany us at dinner.

Interestingly, upon arrival at the historic 
Menger Hotel (where the workshop was 
taking place and where we all were stay-
ing) my taxi driver promptly informed me 
that not only was the facility known to be 
haunted, but staff even conducts ghost 
tours on site! Luckily, we experienced 
minimal paranormal activities, and it was a 
nice distraction that the hotel was next to 
the Alamo. 

The first day of the conference was 
unique—instead of sitting in meetings, we 
toured two area sanctuaries. First we were 
at Primarily Primates, an animal sanctuary 
that was founded in 1978 and is now run 
by Friends of Animals. Primarily Primates 
is currently in the process of becoming a 
NAPSA member sanctuary.

We weren’t permitted to take photographs 
on-site, but we had a walking tour of the 
facility, where we got to see most of their 
residents, which includes over forty chim-
panzees, as well as many many more mon-
keys, and even some birds. Throughout the 
tour, we of course kept our distance from 
all the fascinating sanctuary residents so  
as to keep the excitement to a minimum. 

Next we were whisked off to Wildlife 
Rescue & Rehabilitation, a truly impressive 
place. What made WRR unique was that 
not only are they a huge facility in terms of 
property size (212 acres) but they are home 
to an immense variety of rescued animals, 
including large cats, bears, primates, farm 
animals, birds and reptiles. 

Another remarkable facet of WRR is that 
every animal in their care that can possibly 
be rehabilitated is reintroduced to the wild. 
They only keep animals with them who 
could never survive on their own, either 
due to physical limitations or being a  
nonnative species. 

The first day of sanctuary tours was 
impressive, but the next two days of the 
NAPSA conference was where we all got 
down to the real issues affecting primate 
sanctuaries in the United States.

Panel discussions covered the gamut, from 
facility design and fundraising to laws and 
interstate transfer of residents. So much 
information was covered, and all of it  
useful and necessary! 

There was a farewell dinner the last night 
where everyone celebrated the victories of 
the past year and all the good that NAPSA 
accomplishes. NAPSA founders gave out 
various awards, including a well-deserved 
tiara for our very own April Truitt!

An exciting moment was when Shirley 
McGreal of the International Primate 
Protection League was awarded a Lifetime 
Achievement Award. At a similar gathering 
in any other field, the appropriate audience 
response would be to clap... but in Shirley’s 
case, the crowd erupted into gibbon hoots.

It was wonderful to be immersed in a 
group of people who work so diligently  
on behalf of the primates of our world.  
Everyone seemed grateful to gather and 
plan how we can make this all work just  
a tiny bit better.  ❧

2014 NAPSA WORKSHOP
Erika Fleury, PRC Coordinator

Wildlife Rescue & Rehabilitation  
near San Antonio, Texas

Shirley McGreal of the International Primate Protection 
League was awarded a Lifetime Achievement Award
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OUT & ABOUT
The Primate Rescue Center staff can often be seen making 
appearances at a variety of educational and seasonal events. 
Since our sanctuary is closed to the public, we enjoy these  
opportunities to meet people face-to-face and speak about  
the issues related to primates and their care.

This summer has proven to be a busy one for us all! Once 
things calmed down after our annual Member Event had 
passed, we were quickly penciling in more events on our  
calendars. 

In late May we were at Jacobson Park’s Free Friday Night 
Flicks event in Lexington, KY, selling raffle tickets and talking  
to children and adults about the PRC. 

In June, we were featured as the Community Organization of 
the Night at Kentucky’s Lexington Legends baseball game, 
where we were pleased to once again promote the PRC 
through an on-air interview on Legends Radio Network. 

Sanctuary Manager Eileen Dunnington spoke at two branches 
of the Boone County Public Library (Burlington and Florence, 
KY) in late June about what is involved with caring for over 
fifty monkeys and apes. 

In late July, Primate Pals Coordinator 
Erika Fleury spoke at the Avon Public 
Library in Avon, CT about her book on 
primate rights and what inspired her to 
work for a primate sanctuary. 

WWW.PRIMATE-RESCUE.ORG   |             @ PRIM8RESCUE   |            FACEBOOK.COM/PRIMATERESCUE

reading  
with Rodney
The PRC’s mission includes educating the public in hopes that 
our culture’s treatment of primates will improve over time. 
Please check out our website’s Recommended Reading page 
for a constantly updated list of classic and newly published 
books related to primates — and be sure to purchase your 
books through the Amazon.com links on our website, so we 
can earn up a minimum of 4% back from your purchase! 

A Beautiful Truth by Colin McAdam
Having a chimpanzee as a pet is a dangerous 
and costly practice, but Colin McAdam’s A 
Beautiful Truth illustrates why this is so —  
in heartbreaking detail.

Told intermittently from the point of view 
of captive chimpanzees and then by an 

omniscient narrator, the book could be the story of any couple 
who buys a baby chimp.  Good intentions mask their perilous 
ignorance, and in the end, it is only after years of a blissful 
cross-species coexistence that both the pet and his owners 
pay a terrible price.

It is clear that much research went into the descriptions of 
chimpanzee behavior peppered throughout the novel, and 
McAdam’s choice to write partially through a chimpanzee’s 
perspective allows the reader to feel like perhaps they can 
briefly see the world through the eyes of another species.
The tale he tells is haunting, and as suspense builds towards  
a seemingly inevitable climax, the reader hopes for the best,  
but sadly is not surprised by the conclusion.

This set of Sunny Patch 
Seaside Sidekicks Nesting 
Pails by Melissa and Doug 
are cheerful and have a  
multitude of uses. Our  
residents would enjoy  
hiding things in these pails, 
snacking or drinking out of 
them, or even wearing them 
as hats! We love toys that 
inspire their creativity!

We put a lot of effort into not only meeting our residents’ 
nutritional and medical needs, but their psychological needs 
as well. Primates are naturally intelligent and inquisitive 
creatures who need mental stimulation — just like human 
beings. 

Although at first you may chuckle when you see a capuchin 
monkey with a toddler’s ball or a chimpanzee with a baby 
doll, they provide a real service to our residents. Children’s 
toys offer a chance for primates to play, explore and learn 
something new. We’re always looking for fresh playthings 
to spruce up their cages! If you’d like to purchase a toy for 
our residents, please check out our Amazon wishlist, either 
through our website under “Get Involved,” or by searching  
“Primate Rescue Center wish list” on Amazon.com. Any 
items you purchase can be sent directly to us!

PRC’s Wish list

http://www.amazon.com/gp/registry/wishlist/?ie=UTF8&cid=A1UASGBTZ2DTSL
http://primaterescue.org
https://www.facebook.com/PrimateRescue
https://twitter.com/prim8rescue


Owning a pet monkey or chimpanzee is never a good idea,  
but did you know there is a better alternative? 

Our Primate Pals symbolic adoption program allows you to contribute  
towards the medical, nutritional and enrichment needs of one of our residents 
for an entire year! You get to choose who your lucky Primate Pal should  
be, and you will receive an adoption certificate suitable for 
framing, a photograph of your Primate Pal, and family  
membership to the sanctuary. Throughout the year, you  
will receive exciting updates letting you know just what  
your Pal is up to.

Payments can be made in full or in monthly installments —  
this can even be given as a gift to the animal-lover in  
your life. Please visit our website or call us to sign up! 

PRIMATE PALS 

2515 Bethel Road • Nicholasville, KY 40356
(859) 858-4866 • www.primate-rescue.org
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