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Most of us may not think that 
paying taxes is a milestone 
event, but when you are 

entering the workforce, it can be a 
rite of passage.

Students at ISD’s 4PLUS program 
benefit from job coaching, job 
shadowing and a host of other 
services that help them land that 
first, essential job (and eventually 
filing taxes).

Finding work can be daunting for 
anyone. Factor in the challenges 
of having a hearing loss in a 
workplace where no one signs and 
it’s clear how 4PLUS can make the 
difference in a student’s successful 
transition to work. 

4PLUS (Post secondary Learning 
for Ultimate Success) is ISD’s 
transition to work/college program 
open to Iowa students who 
are deaf or hard-of-hearing, 
have completed their high 
school credits, have the ability 
to maintain independent work 
and their Individual Education 
Programs (IEP) state the need 
for extra support to be successful 
employees or college students. 
There is no charge for the program 
and students need not have 
enrolled at ISD previously to 
enrolling at 4PLUS.

More 4PLUSers getting W-2s

Every 4PLUS 
student 
currently has 
a paying job.
13 young adults 
are enrolled.

Continued inside

ISD to host 
tournament

It’s our turn again. 
The Great Plains Basketball 
Tournament and Cheerleading 
Competition will occur  
Feb. 12 - 14 at the ISD Lied 
Multipurpose Complex.  
Teams from eight schools for 
the deaf will participate, with 
ISD providing housing, food 
and other accommodations.
As our campus more than 
triples in population to 
accommodate this action-
packed tournament, 
volunteer help is needed. 
From timers to concessions 
to supplying the hospitality 
room, your time is valuable 
and appreciated. Please 
contact athletic director Mike 
Shannon HERE or principal 
Rebecca Gaw HERE to be 
matched to a volunteer 
position. 

Daniel Flores, above, and Trey 
Rocco work about 16 hours a 
week at Menards in Council 
Bluffs.

mailto:mshannon%40iowaschoolforthedeaf.org.?subject=
mailto:rgaw%40iowaschoolforthedeaf.org?subject=
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Where they 
are working

Kory Wattier: 
Carry On Trailer

Vince Fox, 
Demarcus Thomas: 
Hy-Vee
 
Shannon Clingenpeel:
Walmart on North 16th

Marianne Mohr: 
Delasco Warehouse

Jillian Fuchs: Kohls

Andrea Anderson, 
Josh Hoover: 
AMC Theaters, Omaha

Austin LeRette:
ISD Dishroom

Preston Cleveland: 
Blue Collar Auto

Jacob Bradley: 
Pizza Ranch, Lied 
Multipurpose Complex

Daniel Flores, 
Trey Rocco: Menards

Kory Wattier is a full-time welder 
with Carry On Trailer in Missouri 
Valley. He was hired in October. 

Staff make it successful
 Kristi Wills, one of the teachers 
in 4PLUS who has been at the 
program since its beginning, said 
staff is a major factor.

“We couldn’t do this as 
seamlessly as we are without 
the 4PLUS team,” she said. 
Consisting of Lorie Horn, Dolly 
Murray, Wendy Rustad and 
Wills, the staff work together 
to find job leads, help with the 
application process, follow up with 
businesses, job-coach and work 
with new hires. 

If Horn or Wills are needed for 
on-site job coaching, Rustad 
manages the 4PLUS student 
center, where tutoring and life 
skills are taught. All students are 
required to attend the center for a 
minimum of 10 hours a week.

Transition to independence
Wills states the fall is an 
especially busy time for the 
department, with matching 
students to competitive job 
placements as well as job training. 
However, a newer aspect to the 
program means spring is just as 
busy. 

“In the spring, we transition 
students out of 4PLUS into 
their independent, adult lives 
in their hometowns,” said Wills. 
4PLUS coordinates services 
with agencies across Iowa and 
makes in-person visits to ensure 
the processes are in place for 
the most successful transition 
possible. Wills credits Murray with 
spearheading the service, which 
requires travel and time.

“Dolly has done a magnificent job 
coordinating with hometown adult 
service agencies and businesses,” 
said Wills. 4PLUS staff assist 
with hometown job searches and 
students can be driven back home 
for interviews and job hunting.

“We have found providing an 
opportunity for the students to 
work here in Council Bluffs while 
they’re in 4PLUS is beneficial,” 
said Wills. Beneficial is one thing, 
but bringing solid job experience 
back to hometowns when they 
exit 4PLUS “is vital to long-term 
success,” she said. 

4PLUS also keeps up with its 
alumni, texting them and sending 

All 13 of the students enrolled 
into 4PLUS (Post secondary 
Learning for Ultimate Success) 
hold paying jobs. Additionally, 
some are attending Iowa Western 
Community College.
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Click here for more weather-related school closing information.

messages through social media 
sites to track their progress. 
“Our follow-up visits with 4PLUS 
alumni has been proof that the 
extra time and effort to transition 
students back home is paying off.”

And paying students, as well. 
Fortunately filing taxes and the 
importance of W-2s is all covered 
in 4PLUS life skills.

4PLUS

Vince Fox (left) and Austin 
LeRette in the 4PLUS student 
center computer lab. Job 
searches, tutoring and life skills 
are offered in 4PLUS, the only 
transition program in Iowa just for 
students who are deaf or hard of 
hearing. 

Doin’ our own thing
Reminder- The ISD weather policy has changed for 
2014/2015. ISD used to follow Council Bluffs School District’s 
weather-related decisions, but due to the difference in our 
school service areas, Iowa School for the Deaf will make 
these decisions independently. The superintendent will be 
aided by the assistant administrator in determining the need 
to cancel classes. 

Weather information and school closing may be broadcast on 
the following local television channels: KETV, Channel 7; KMTV, 
Channel 3; KPTM, Fox 42; and WOWT, Channel 6.
   
School Messenger will also announce any ISD school 
closings. 
Parents will be notified by telephone and School 
Messenger if students will be sent home early. Please 
keep us informed of your current telephone number. If you 

Need to sign up for 
School Messenger? 

Contact school secretaries.

High school: click HERE

Elem/middle school: click HERE

Upcoming 
events

Jan. 15 Homegoing,  11:30 a.m.
Jan. 16 No school. Faculty inservice.
Jan. 19 No school/travel day
Feb. 9  No school/travel day
Feb. 12 - 14 GPSD at Iowa 
Feb. 18 12:30 p.m. dismissal
March 5 End of 2nd trimester
  11:30 a.m. homegoing
March 6 No school
March 9 No school/travel day
March 18 12:30 p.m. dismissal
March 27 Celebrate ISD

Spring begins March 20, 2015!

cannot be reached by phone prior to an early dismissal, your child/children 
will be kept at the school.

What they 
are studying
Some students enrolled into 
4PLUS are also taking classes at 
Iowa Western Community College. 
Austin LeRette is working toward 
certification in culinary food tech 
preparation, Jacob Bradley has 
changed his course of study 
to para-education; Demarcus 
Thomas is taking social work 
classes; and Josh Hoover has 
enrolled in an exploratory class 
this spring.

http://www.iowaschoolforthedeaf.org/isd-weather-policy-reminder
mailto:jsmith%40iowaschoolforthedeaf.org?subject=
mailto:rmcgruder%40iowaschoolforthedeaf.org?subject=
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in ISD history to date

Not only is it a new calendar 
year, but 2015 marks the 
160th anniversary of Iowa 
School for the Deaf. Our 
school has been educating 
deaf and hard-of-hearing 
Iowans for 16 decades! 

What better way to celebrate 
than to launch the larg-
est outreach project in the 
school’s history? More details are being discovered and discussed as we work 
our way to opening the Northeast Regional Academy in Charles City this fall.

We all realize there are a number of deaf and hard-of-hearing students in Iowa 
who will not experience Iowa School for the Deaf. Yet, the vision and purpose 
of Iowa School for the Deaf still applies. We look to be a statewide resource, 
providing the best eduction for students in order to prepare them for adult and 
independent life.

With the opening of the first regional academy, more intensive educational ser-
vices will be offered to students who are deaf and students who are blind.  ISD, 
along with Iowa Educational Services for the Blind and Visually Impaired 
(IESBVI), will provide management, staff, care and expertise for the academy. 
Having continual access to our specialized services will build positive relation-
ships among non-ISD staff who work with deaf/hh children in that area.  As 
children grow in their academic and social skills, it is likely that IEP teams might 
see the benefit of a language-immersion environment. Possibly, those teams will 
make several referrals to ISD in Council Bluffs.

A state study in 2012 concluded that ISD provides unique and critical special 
education on our campus. The study reinforced the school’s value in our state, 
and ISD will continue to be the sole boarding option for students who need us. 
Technology, access and acceptance has changed in the last 
160 years, but the need for ASL and an intensive language 
immersion environment for our students has not.

Stop flu’s spread
edited from a staff email sent by 
Diane Knigge, Health Center

Art in her heart
ISD graduate Sarah 
YoungBear Brown returned 
to Iowa School for the Deaf 
in November to inspire ISD 
students to explore their 
interests in art. YoungBear 
specializes in beadwork 
and wire sculpture. 
Elementary students 
made dream catchers 
with her. Later, YoungBear 
showcased her work at 
the Bobcat Boutique. 

 
The single best way to avoid the flu 
is to get vaccinated each year!  Let’s 
also remind our students to:
- Cover coughs and sneezes with a 
tissue or elbow and avoid touching 
eyes, nose, or mouth,
- Wash hands frequently  – ensure 
there is time to wash hands correctly 
and have hand sanitizers available, 
especially before eating (we have 
LOTS of hand sanitizer in the Health 
Center to distribute for classrooms, 
dorms and offices).
- Clean and disinfect commonly 
used areas and frequently touched 
surfaces.
* Please do not use Clorox  or similar 
products for disinfecting. Many staff 
and students can experience severe 
allergic symptoms from the fumes.  
Hot, soapy water is appropriate for 
cleaning and sanitizing surfaces, or 
contact me for appropriate disinfecting 
products you can safely use in your 
area.
 
Emergency warning signs in children 
that require urgent medical attention 
include:
-  Fast breathing or trouble breathing
-  Bluish skin color
-  Not drinking enough fluids
-  Not waking up or not interacting with   
   others
-  Being so irritable that the child does  
   not want to be held
-  Flu-like symptoms improve but then  
   return with fever and worse cough
-  Fever with a rash.
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Upcoming basketball games

Varsity games
n Jan. 8 vs. TJ Freshmen 
@ home, 6 p.m.
n Jan. 12 vs. Underwood Fr. 
@ home, 6 p.m.
n Jan. 20 vs. Boys Town JV, 
away, 6 p.m.
n Jan. 22 vs. Omaha Christian 
(girls) @ home, 6 p.m.
n Jan. 22 vs. Nebraska City (boys) 
@ home, 7:30 p.m.
n Jan. 23 vs. Kansas School 
for the Deaf, away, 6 p.m.
n Jan. 24 vs. Missouri School 
for the Deaf @ Kansas, 9 a.m.
n Jan. 26 vs. Riverside 
@ home, 6 p.m.
n Jan. 27 vs. Kansas School 
for the Deaf @ home, 4 p.m.

n Feb. 2 vs. Sidney 
@ home, 6 p.m.
n Feb. 3 vs. TJ (boys, girls), 
away, 4 p.m.
n Feb. 12 - 14  Great Plains 
Schools for the Deaf @ home

Jr. High/JV Rec 
n Jan. 6 vs. Lincoln Eagles (Jr. 
High boys, JV girls/boys) @ home, 
5 p.m.
n Jan. 13 vs. Omaha Warriors JV 
(girls) @ home, 5 p.m.
n Jan. 13 vs. Omaha Roadrunners 
JV (boys) @ home, 7 p.m.
n Jan. 22 vs. Omaha Warriors Jr. 
High (girls) @ home, 3:30 p.m.
n Jan. 26 vs.  Heartland Jr. High 
(girls/boys) @ home, 3:30 p.m.      
n Jan. 29 vs. Omaha Warriors Jr. 
High (girls) @ home, 3:30 p.m
n Jan. 29 vs. Omaha Roadrunners 
JV (boys), away, 7:30 p.m.
n Feb. 5 vs. Omaha Lightning (Jr. 
H/JV boys), away, 6:30 p.m.
n Feb. 10 vs. Omaha Warriors (JV 
girls) @ home, 4 p.m. 

Capital 
from the 
Capitol

It’s different for Iowa’s 
special schools this year. 
Iowa School for the Deaf and the Iowa 
Educational Services for the Blind 
and Visually Impaired (IESBVI) are 
seeking additional state appropriations 
to partially fund the first regional 
academy in Charles City. With funding 
in place, the academy will open fall, 
2015.

Each year, the state’s special schools 
(ISD and IESBVI) have opportunity 
to give presentations to the 
governor’s office and the education 
subappropriation committee about 
its strategic plans and progress. This 
is also the time we ask for annual 
allowable growth. Allowable growth is 
a cost of living adjustment for schools. 

Most funding to run the programs 
and services for ISD and IESBVI are 
financed through state tax dollars. 
This year’s additional request is for 
$232,500.

Volunteers across the state are 
needed to communicate with 
their local legislators about the 
academy’s need. Draft emails and 
sample scripts are available. To 
learn more, email HERE.

Phone calls, emails, 
attending legislative 
forums and visiting 
the capitol are ways to 
inform legislators about 
how the academy will 
help more students 
receive intensive 
education. Legislators Charlie McConkey, Greg Forristall, 

Mary Ann Hanusa and Council Bluffs Mayor Matt 
Walsh attended the ISD Thanksgiving lunch.

IESBVI and ISD are working with the 
Board of Regents legislative liaisons to 
inform legislators about the academy’s 
benefits and intended outcomes. Click 
here (scroll to p. 5) for an academy 
summary. 

mailto:cangeroth%40iowaschoolforthedeaf.org?subject=
http://www.iowaschoolforthedeaf.org/sites/default/files/pdfs/Bobcat/bobcatSept2014.pdf
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Honored, even 
when absent 

Although ISD was on break during 
this November’s citywide Optimist 
middle school recognition ceremony, 
five ISD students were still honored.

Emma Kelly, Emma VandeLune, 
Nathan Weigel, Katelyn Conner and 
Ben Brakke received certificates for 
their attitudes, efforts and academics. 
Conner was able to attend the 
ceremony because she lives locally.

The awards are sponsored by the 
Mid-Day and Westend Optimist 
Clubs of Council Bluffs, who choose 
to recognize select middle school 
students throughout Council Bluffs 
for “being kids who will continue to 
be a good addition to our schools 
and community.”

Although teenage boys are often 
described by their voracious 
appetites, ISD high school boys 
living in the dorm put others’ 
hunger in front of their own this fall. 

‘Can’-do attitude nets 
food for local homeless

There were a lot of other activities the high school boys could have done 
on the weekend before Thanksgiving to help time pass time. Instead of 

thinking of what they wanted to 
do, however, they thought about 
the needs of others.

Typically, students who board 
at Iowa School for the Deaf are 
transported home each weekend, 
but this year they had recently 
returned from an end-of-the-
trimester break. Additionally, 
they were scheduled to leave for 
Thanksgiving break the following 
Tuesday at 11:30 a.m., so ISD did 
not provide state transportation 
that weekend.

The boys high school staff encouraged the boys to do something selfless 
instead of counting down the hours until Turkey time. They held a food 
drive in front of Fareway for two hours, explaining to the public their 
intent on donating all food and monetary collections to the Micah House, 
a local shelter for homeless families. 

Anthony Maginity, who organized the event with other staff, said the boys 
received the equivalent of nearly three grocery carts of food and $60 
cash “No, the kids weren’t shy at all (in asking for donations),” Maginity 
said. “Kids and staff took turns explaining to customers what we were 
doing and the customers were generous and donated or purchased 
food.”

The ISD Middle School held a food drive this fall to 
benefit those in need. Elementary teacher Megan 
Jones donated the gift of life at December’s ASTRA 
blood drive.

service dog, hosted a holiday food drive and worked ahead 
of the calendar by making St. Patrick Day party favors 
for residents of Risen Son nursing home. Senior Brianna 
Vargo helped organize a December blood drive as part of 
the student ASTRA club.

Other students give back to community 
ISD students are often involved in service projects to benefit local and 
national efforts. This fall, the ISD Volleyball Team participated in the ASL 
Ice Bucket Challenge (benefiting Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis research) 
and Dig Pink (benefiting breast cancer research). The elementary/middle 
school student council raised money to help with the purchase of a 
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Special Olympics athletes are 
focusing on basketball. They have 
competition as a team and also in 
individual skills. n

News in a nutshell

How many of us can build our own 
periodic table?  Maybe a more 
relevant question would be, “How 
many of us remember much about 
the periodic table?” Not so for 
Kristen Newton’s class. They are 
learning by creating their own. n

 

Ever heard of Pickleball? Karen 
Lechner’s middle school students 
played this in December. It’s a 
mesh of tennis, ping pong and 
badminton and is forgiving- the ball 
must bounce before it is hit. n

Tricia Tighe found clever ways to 
engage her students in measuring 
before the holidays. Her students, 
including Bruce Donaldson 
pictured, practiced using rulers 
with stuffed holiday characters. n

What’s Lilly Blakeman doing?  
Just ‘hanging around’ on one of 
the vines at Henry Doorly Zoo’s 
rain forest. The We Explore our 
Environment (WEE) program 
works with young ISD students, 
teaching and reinforcing 
vocabulary and language in a 
variety of fun settings. n

Chaleaha Faatz placed 4th and 
Jacob Taylor placed 7th in the state 
Special Olympics bowling event 
held in Sioux City. n

Brushing is better the buddy way 
in the elementary girls dorm. 
According to residential counselor 
Katrina Landolt, the girls remind 
each other to brush those tough-
to-get-to spots. Model brushers are 
Ali Sellwood (left) and Ashley Viera 
Nieto. n

ISD’s girls basketball team learned 
some new tricks on the court 
by watching a Creighton Lady 
Bluejays game and then celebrated 
their experience with a trip to 
Starbucks. n

High school and 4PLUS students 
attend job fairs to become 
accustomed to talking with 
recruiters and learn about local 
available employment. n

On a clear day, you can swing 
forever... Vicki Prigeon captured 
her elementary PE classes on the 
new playground before holiday 
break. Chaleaha Faatz is shown. n

Photos by ISD Yearbook, 
Vicki Prigeon, Katrina 
Landolt and Tricia Tighe.
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Recent 
hires 
Welcome to the following 
employees who began 
working at Iowa School for 
the Deaf late December/
early January:

Special 25th anniversary 
Great Plains Schools for 
the Deaf t-shirts are being 

ordered now through Jan. 23. This 
year’s tournament takes place 
Feb. 12-14 at ISD.

Shirts will be available for pick up 
at GPSD. To order, contact athletic 
director Mike Shannon at 
mshannon@iowaschoolforthedeaf.org. 

Make checks payable to ISD-
GPSD Basketball. Be sure to 
include your shirt size! 
Prices: 
$12 for sizes small - XL
$13.50 for 2XL
$14.50 for 3XL.

25 years of GPSD 

Jay Haar is 
a residential 
counselor 
in the boys 
dorm.

Amy Ivins is 
a residential 
counselor in 
the boys dorm.

Staff birthdays may be found 
in the shared drive,
           human resources,   
           employee - b’day list.

Other new faces
Kimberlee Miller is a student 
teacher from UNO teaching 
in Rhonda Matthew’s 
classroom. Later this month, 
speech language pathologist 
student Samantha Swahlen 
from New Mexico State 
University will be working 
with Ann Thiessen.

Students from Deaf Missions 
are living on the first floor 
of the girls’ dorm and 
administration building 
guest rooms while they 
study at the Deaf Missions 
Training Center, located 
outside of Council Bluffs. Th
e 
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Delivery available
Include an extra $2 per shirt or-
dered to have them mailed to you. 
Send your order to:
Mike Shannon
Iowa School for the Deaf
3501 Harry Langdon Boulevard
Council Bluffs, IA 51503. 

Opinions count! If you are a parent who has not 
yet provided feedback on the Parent/Teacher/Staff/Student 
Association survey, please take a moment to do so.  This is 
the same survey which you received via email, as well as in a 
letter with a printed link. Data will be compiled to set up future 

meetings and activities. Thank you 
for taking time to help us better serve 
our students through increased parent 
communication. Contact
lbradley@iowaschoolforthedeaf.org 
for more information.

Click 
HERE 
to take 
the survey.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1TLxfIh3AHOx22gdG89m5ssFE7Z2ov4MEqK14h4clPz0/viewform
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Staff news
Liz Gates (transportation), and 
her husband, Carl, are proud 
grandparents to Riley Ann Gates, 
daughter of their son Joshua and 
his wife Rachel.  She was born on 
Dec. 13 weighing 7 lbs 5 oz. 

Congratulations to Deb Cates, 
(now Ph.D.) sign language 
program coordinator, whose 
doctoral degree will be conferred 
in March from the University of 
California at Davis. 

Roger Keith Miller, who retired 
from the housekeeping department 
in 2011, passed away Dec. 1 at a 
local hospital. Services and burial 
(following cremation) have not yet 
been set.

We extend our condolences to 
Steve Gettel (superintendent) and 
his wife, Mary, on the passing of 
Mary’s father in late December.

New students
Welcome to students who 
enrolled in the second trimester!

High school Gold 

         

ISD students named to honor roll
Congratulations to students who achieved a GPA iof 3.5 - 4.0 (gold honor roll) or 
3.0 - 3.49 (red honor roll).  The first trimester ended Nov. 14.

Mikey Nelson, 
an 8th grader 
from Council 
Bluffs

Cory Jacobson, 
an 8th grader 
from Fort Dodge 

Elizabeth 
Naninga, a 
freshman from 
Ogallala, Neb.

Erica Bloomhall
Anna Cullen
Austin Gaines
Cole Gwinn

 
Elem/middle school Gold

Elem/middle school Red

Stephanie Rehbein
Briana Vargo
Autumn Winter
 

High school Red
Katie Brown
Adriana Cortez
Kalynn Coulter
Kayla Engel
Austin Farr
Marcos Ibarra
Sammy Jacobs
Jaymee Keen
Masta Mulemba
Brandon Myers

JR Reyes
Dalton Rosch
Sam Schultz
Ma Ma Sharal
Elizabet Topete
Elizabeth 
   Van Camp
Brendan 
   Vinsonhaler
Carmita Wilson
Andre Witherspoon

Britany Adame
Sterlyn Aragon
Shayla Dobias
Emma Kelly
Hannah Kohl

Takoda Krauel
Ashley Pascual
Holly Schroeder
Ryan Stumbo
Emma VandeLune
Ashley Vera Nieto

Ben Brakke
Katelyn Conner
Jesse Dalley
Chaleaha Faatz
Ryenne Frieze
Aiden Gaines
Roberto 
   Hernandez        
   Jacome

Damien Holste
Jayden Kohl
Trenton Morse
Jessie Murphy
Madison Plager
David Schreiber
Jacob Taylor
Nate Weigel
Henry Zlando

Fourth grader Holly Schroeder works with driver’s ed and 
woodworking teacher Dan Gradoville to make a group holiday 
ornament for Sign & Dine. The resulting effort of all the students and 
staff who participated is displayed at right, in ISD’s dining area

Extended learning opps 
to start – Susan Rolinger, director of 
extended learning, states the first extended 
learning opportunities for deaf or hard-of-hearing 
children are being planned. A reading series for 
parents and their preschool children who have 
hearing losses will be held in the Keystone AEA/
AEA 267 area this spring.
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Sara Planck’s North Pole 
visitors, left to right: Aiden 
Gaines, Ethan Vetick, Ali 
Sellwood, Ashley Vera-Nieto.

by Marcos Ibarra 
and Elizabet Topete

Sara Planck (elementary teacher) 
took Ashley Vera-Nieto, Ali 
Sellwood, Ethan Vetick and 
Aiden Gaines to the  Scoular 
Building in Omaha Dec. 8, 10:30 
a.m. - 2 p.m. 

The Scoular Building issued the 
invitations to the Omaha and 
Council Bluffs metro schools 
for their students and teachers 
to come visit with Santa Claus. 
There is a Christmas party for 
everyone to enjoy.

ISD gets an invitation every year. 
“ I enjoyed it and had fun 
because I got to see Santa,” 
said Aiden Gaines.

The Silverliners (retired airline 
workers) set it up and get sponsors 
to contribute for gifts and things.

The students and adults were 
provided a sack lunch of a 
sandwich, cookie, milk and potato 
chips. 

What these children want for 
Christmas: 
Ali said she wants the elf to kiss her 
cheek.  Aiden wants an iPad and 
iPhone. Ashley wants an Elsa doll. 
Ethan said he sat on Santa’s lap.

 “We enjoy going every year,” said 
Sara Planck. 

Cole Gwinn said, “It really is fun 
and cool for us to decorate Mrs. 
Newton’s door and it really is cool 
when its lights turn on with the 
Arecaceae (palm) tree!”
Annie White said, “Mrs. Newton 
has more creative decorations and 
it really is enjoyable!”

like they were in Hawaii and they 
really liked it when they came 
down to Mrs. Newton’s classroom! 
Mrs. Newton is so excited that 
every student likes the beautiful 
decorations!
Brianna Vargo said, “It is really fun 
when we do decorations for Mrs. 
Newton!”

The science classroom transformation won the 
door decorating contest. 

by Katie Brown 
and Ana Rosa Torres 
In December, a teacher’s door 
decoration contest was held. This 
photo is from Kristen Newton’s 
class, which she made with 
students Annie White, Brianna 
Vargo, and Cole Gwinn. Kristen 
Newton was complaining about 
cold air and she wished for a 
warm Christmas! She got an idea 
for Hawaii! 
The four decorated the doors 
to the high school science 
classroom. They put up on the 
Arecaceae (palm) tree by the 
door with lights, snowflakes and 
then taped fake water and sand 
to the floor. And They put grass 
on the wall and floor. Jaymee 
Keen made eight wreaths for 
Mrs. Newton. The students 

High school teacher Roxie Stevens’ current events class roamed the campus in late December, 
looking for news items. Stevens noted Rebecca Gaw, ISD principal, had shared this authentic 
learning concept with staff. Students worked in pairs and submitted articles for the ISD Bobcat.

Current events class turn reporters

Elementary class travels to North Pole

Mele Kalikimaka means Merry Christmas in Hawaiian                                                                
added the Pua Aloalo 
flowers on the wall and 
door. 
They did not fight 
over the Christmas 
decorations. They just 
followed Mrs. Newton’s 
ideas and they 
supported each other 
working on Christmas 
decorations! The 
students loved it when 
Christmas decorations 
were done! They felt 



bobcat
Sept. 2014
bobcat
Jan. 2015

Where it’s happening 
                        at ISD

n 1 4PLUS students review current events with teacher Kristi Wills.
n 2 Clean up and closing tanks wraps up the class day for Andre 
Witherspoon (left) and Brendon Hardage Head. n 3 4PLUS students  
Daniel Flores and Trey Rocco take a break from Menards to share 
in the December Sign and Dine. Tables of staff and students created 
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ornaments for a paper tree, turning off their voices and turning up their ASL skills. n 4 Yes, spring will come. 
Ryan Stumbo (left) and Nathaniel Christensen loosen roots of an herb in preparation for transplanting. n 5 
Melissa Seaman guides Joshua Lewis around the old gym on his tricycle. n 6 A lesson in science and color 
occurs before winter break between Kristen Newton and Stephanie Perez. n 7 Masta Mulemba tests his 
equipment before presenting at his IEP.
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New playground 
dedicated in November

Iowa School 
for the Deaf 
Foundation 

Scholarships and a 
playground were focus areas 
for the Iowa School for the Deaf 
Foundation this year. 

Through its new luncheon 
fundraiser, Sound Futures, more 
than $5,000 was raised for 
textbooks and scholarships for 
ISD’s college-bound students.

Generous grant gifts and private 
donations also made a safe 
playground available for our young 
students. Equipment was chosen 
to address their special needs, 
may it be balance challenges, 
cochlear implants or having a 
diagnosis of deafblindness. The 
$180,000 structure was finished 
the last week of October.

Other uses of gifts for the year 
included purchasing uniforms for 
our students starting entry-level 
jobs, funding the electric car/
Power Drive program and sending 
students to the Iowa Capitol to 
meet and thank their legislators for 
supporting Iowa School for 
the Deaf.

Your gift of any size makes a difference at the Iowa 
School for the Deaf Foundation. Find out more:
cangeroth@iowaschoolforthedeaf.org

n Soft, flat, accessible surfacing
n Low approaches for preschool 
structure
n Sun shaded area for young 
children’s tender skin
n Lost hearing devices easily 
located on surfacing 
n Materials will not cause static 
charges to cochlear implants
n Safe, transitional surfaces 
provide tactile cues for blind and 
visually impaired children and 
encourage exploration
n Modern safety features and 
materials enable children 
to navigate their surroundings 
independently
n Meet an extensive range of 
physical needs for today’s 
ISD preschool and elementary 
students and future regional 
programming, to include more 
visually impaired students

Features

Our star ri
bbon 

cutters on
 Nov. 21.

Sterling Angeroth &       
   Keasen Richardson
Oliver & Ferrol Barklage*  
  Foundation
Shirley Hicks**
Iowa Deaf Senior Citizens  
Iowa School for the Deaf  
  Foundation*
Iowa West Foundation*  
ISD PTSSA   
ISU ASL Club  
Kim & Bob Kropp*
Anne & Kim McKeown 
Peter Kiewit Foundation*
Dorene & Patrick Sell
*Lead gifts

**To honor:
– Madeline Sorensen’s memory
– Bill Ramsey
– Hal Miller’s 50th birthday
– Jeanette Watson’s 60th  
   birthday
– Karen Reed’s 75th birthday
– Shirley Meyer’s 80th birthday
 

For the gift of play, 
we thank

Iowa School for the Deaf Foundation
3501 Harry Langdon Boulevard
Council Bluffs, IA  51503
712.366.3213

Please let us know if your name 
should be listed in this publication 
but was omitted in error.



New playground 
dedicated in November

Volunteers across the state are 
needed to communicate with 
their local legislators about the 
academy’s need. Draft emails and 
sample scripts are available. To 
learn more, email HERE.

The class
 won sever

al awards 

in its first year
.

For the gift of learning a trade, we thank
Alpha Zeta Master  
Credit Information Systems  
Edwards Motorsports & 
RVs  
Lucy & Dick Graeme
Shirley Hicks

The ISD Foundation saw an unusual 
amount of memorial gifts this year. 
We are humbled that 
families and friends 
chose to honor loved 
ones in this manner. Some 
gifts were directed to specific areas, 
while others chose a more general 
“where it does the most good” 
designation.
Margaret Agee Memorial
Jessen, Diane
Schulze, Robert & Nancy
Williams, Beverly

Robert L. Anderson Memorial
Bresnahan DDS, William
Burger, Jeffrey & Cindy
Bush CPA, Donald 
Charron, Patricia
Collins, Julie
Elsasser, Brenda
Encell, William
Flockhart, June
Gockowski, Deanna
Hammond, Darlene
Henderson, George & Nancy
Klein, Byford
Leise, Amy
Long, Dale & Kim
Lueders, Eric & Kim
McGowan, Megan
Mesmer, John & Pamela

Nielsen, Kenneth & Louise
Nipp, Mary Ann
Ortman, Charles & Laurie
Peterson, Robert  
Rotella’s Italian Bakery, Inc. 
Ryan, T. Patrick & Catherine
Schatz, Greg
Steffen, Michael & Lisa
Sullivan, Duane
Taylor, Barry & Lorri
Taylor, Roy & Bonnie
Van Horn, Susan
Vance, Frank & Cindy
Visek, Joni
Walker, Tad & Christine
Walton, Gregory & Christine

Judd Gillespie Memorial
Ballenger, William
Borman, Rod & Sue
Campbell, James & Joan
Christie, Richard & Ardeth
Faust, Susan
Gerard, Matthew & Melissa Gerrard
Gillespie, Marty
Glass, Barry & Dianne
Hoff, Ted & Polly
Hornback, Jean
Lane, Joyce
Larsen, Richard & Kathleen Fox-Larsen
Lininger Lodge #268, George W. 
Martin, Robert & Nancy
May, Jack & Joan Palmquist
Nabity, Joe & Barb
Nadler, Walter & Marilyn
Pechacek Jr., Frank
Rustad, Wendy
Sheets, Timothy

Dale Hovinga Memorial
Andersen, Diana & Reid
Congdon, Jack & Phyllis
Danner, James
Hardy, Cathy
Hicks, Shirley
Holland, Jon 
Hovinga, Judith
Hovinga, Sharon
Kautzky, Kathleen
Keysor, Craig & Melanie
Luedtke, Leo & Jean
Maguire, Roy
Nehring, Ray & Angie
O’Neal, Rosella
Patzner, Robert & Rosemarie
Reinwand, M. Maurine
Rinehart, Laura
Sutcliffe, Dr. Ronald & Ms. Agnes
Van Soelen, Don & Patty
Woodmen Federal Credit Union 
Woodmen of the World Life Insurance  
   Society
    
LaVonne Van Surksum Memorial
Buman, Tom & Peg
Coleman, Richard & Vianne
De Jong, Franklin & Wyllean
De Jong, Robert & Carla
Eberts, Connie
Ehlers, Glenna
Goslinga, Jean
Gradoville, Dan & Jane
Gunderson, Marsha
Horjus, Martin & Ella
Jasper, Harlyn & Deb
Keavy, Tom & Carol
Koerselman, Ronald & Janet
LeDoux, Diane

Building futures through building an electric car 
allows students direct hands-on practice to metals 
technology and other skills they learn in class. 

Aside from precise measurement, reading plans andma-
chining, students practice independent and group work. 
Students who choose a metals technology profession 
after graduation offer employers tangible experience. 

ISD
Foundation

DONORS
2014

New London Lions Club  
Vicki Prigeon
William & Pat Ramsey
Sandra Schultz
Kathy & Ray Shannon
Jens Sorenson
Connie Thompson
Roger Wahl

mailto:cangeroth%40iowaschoolforthedeaf.org?subject=
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ISD students entertained 
Sound Futures attendees.

Thank you for giving us 
the gift of futures.

Scholarships, Sound Futures,
General and Other Funds
Ahrens, Gerald & Rita
American National Bank  
Angeroth, Cynthia
Anonymous  
Ballenger, William
Block, James & Dawnell
Brandenburg, Mark
Bruckner, Martha
Campbell, James & Joan
Cedarloo Assoc. of the Deaf  
Clancy, Patrick 
Cool, John & Carolyn
Council Bluffs Savings Bank  
Crouch Recreational Design, Inc.  
First Congregational Church
Fisher, Evelyn Livermore
Fleischer, Rhonda
Frank, Glynn & Dagmar
Gates, Liz
Graeme, Dick & Lucy Beall
Green, Thomas & Lori
Gronstal, Connie
Haar, Kathy
Haley PH.D., James 
   & Rebecca Turner
Hansen, CT & Sons Painting, Inc.  
Hayes & Associates Two, LLC  
Heartland Properties, Inc.  
Hicks, Shirley
Hielen, Melodee
Hill, H. Dan
Holland, Chet & Marj
Homecoming Poker Run 2014 
Hy-Vee Food Store #1101  

ISD Alumni & Friends  
Karr, Jim & Adrienne
Kautzky, Kathleen
Korkow, Craig
Krohn, Brian & Cindy
Lechner, Karen
Limelight Expressions, Inc.  
Logan, D.
McKeown, Kim & Anne
Mehus, Melissa
Methodist Physicians Clinic,  
MMC Mechanical Contractors, Inc.  
Montezuma Lions Club,  
Moylan Kropp Ret. Planning LLC  
Netusil, Janet
North Central Club of the Deaf  
Oard-Ross Drug, Inc.  
Omaha Vacuums, Inc.  
Parsons, Steve & Cindy

Magee, Anna Beth
Miedema, Andy & Joan
Robb, Carla
Slater, Steve & Shari
Tex, Ronald & Jaime
Thrasher, Bruce & Nancy
Van Surksum, Mary  
Van Zandbergen, Ken & Judy
Vander Wilt, Dorothy
Waltrip, Robert & Barbara
Zwagerman, Patricia
Gerald Matzen Memorial
Frank, Glynn & Dagmar
Ruth Currier Schultz Memorial
Brocka, Leroy & Marilyn
Adam Leitch Greenhouse
Leitch, Chad & Rita

Peak, Dale & Paula
Peterson, Jeffrey & Barbara
Ramsey, William & Pat
Reinwand, M. Maurine
Rieger, Kathy
Scherling, Roy & Peggy
Schnackel, Philip
Schroeder, Randall & Heather 
   Russell-Schroeder
Securities America Financial Corp.  
Sell, Patrick & Dorene
Shannon, Ray & Kathy
Shenandoah Lions Club 
Siders, Jerry & Bonnie
Silverstone Group (John P. Nelson)
Slater, Steve & Shari
Smith, Barbara
Smith, Daniel
Sorenson Communications, Inc.  
Stevens, Roxanna
Stuntz DDS, Wendell & Michelle
Sysco Lincoln, Inc. 
Turk, Frank & Marlene
US Bank  
Van Soelen, Don & Patty
Variety Bulk Vending Service  
Voyles, Bruce & Martha
Weigel, Teresa
White, Dave & Ann

It is challenging even for hearing teenagers to land part-time jobs as a 
way to pay for college. ISD teens have to convince employers they can 
work around communication differences. Most students don’t have 

a personal vehicle while at campus, making commuting to a job tricky. 
Additionally, ISD students go home on weekends, meaning they can’t 
work in Council Bluffs during the days teens are needed. Often, their 
small hometowns have limited part-time job openings.

Sound Futures is a luncheon event raising scholarships and money for 
textbooks for ISD’s college-bound students. At its first event, held in 
May of 2014, just over $5,000 profit was made to support ISD students.

Parents and students shared their stories of how Iowa School for 
the Deaf has put their children on the right educational path. Two 

Please consider supporting the 
May 6, 2015 Sound Futures event. 
Invitations will be sent 
this spring.

Lead Scholarship Donors:
   Silverstone Group
   Moylan Kropp Retirement Planning LLC

sponsoring scholarships were awarded, and 
students from the dorm entertained us with a 
dance to Pharell Williams’ “Happy.” 

Please come observe a 
class or take a tour!

712.366.3213

Thank you for giving us...

Dorm students performed at the Sound Futures event.



gifts of job training

Iowa School for the Deaf Foundation thanks you for your gifts in 2014.

Thank you for giving us...

gifts of  literacy

gifts of preserving isd  history
gifts of play

gifts of the future

gifts of science

gifts of nature

gifts of confidence
gifts of strategy

gifts of challenge

gifts of success

Iowa School for the Deaf Foundation
3501 Harry Langdon Boulevard
Council Bluffs, IA  51503
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