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Where and what level do you currently teach and why did you choose to become an educator?   
I currently teach in a combination 4th and 5th grade classroom, Kindergarten through Fifth Grade 
Agriculture Classes, and Co-Direct the Lafayette Charter School.  I became an educator so I could make a 
positive impact on the lives of young people.  As a young struggling learner myself, in early elementary 
school, I was supported by a wonderful group of teachers who saw my potential and encouraged me to 
always do my best.  They helped me by providing hands on learning activities that taught to my learning 
style.  Without the outstanding teachers that I had in my life I would not have continued to become a 
teacher myself where I teach to my students at their level and with their needs in mind. 
 
How has agriculture and the Minnesota Agriculture in the Classroom Program and resources impacted 
your students and instruction?   
Minnesota Agriculture in the Classroom has been a strong influence 
on my classroom instruction.  Over the last 13 years I have been able 
to provide quality resources to support our school vision through the 
use of the materials offered through Minnesota Ag in the Classroom. I 
also have been able to conduct experiments and implement recycling, 
composting, grow boxes and worm farms through grants provided by 
Minnesota Agriculture in the Classroom.   The benefits of living in 
Minnesota are that we have an outstanding agricultural community 
and groups willing to support educators by providing speakers, 
resources and curriculum to enhance the teaching of agriculture in 
the classroom.  I have observed over the years that when I can put 
bright colorful materials into my student’s hands with real life 
connections, they are more focused and interested in the content.  I 
have also been very fortunate to work with the University of Minnesota at the Southwest Minnesota 
Research and Outreach Center.  We collaborated in the past on a SIREN grant that provided Lafayette 
Charter School with supplies, resources and outstanding experts in the field of agriculture.  Through our 
partnership 6th-8th grade students worked with hydroponics, tested chemical compounds in soil and 
manipulated the nitrogen, phosphorus and potassium to achieve desired effects on plants.  Without the 
support of the Minnesota agriculture community most of the activities that I provide in my classroom 
would not be possible. 
 
Describe any agriculture-based projects you have been 
involved in lately.   
In recent years I have been involved with our schools Farm to 
School and straw bale garden initiative. It has been a new 
adventure that allows our students to utilize our greenhouse, 
straw bale garden, school food service, and composting to 
show the complete circle of a plants life.  We are striving for a 
green environment at Lafayette Charter School.  We have cut 

Tomatoes and Peppers used in SIREN 
project to show nitrogen and phosphate 
in the soil and how plants use it in their 
growth. 

Herbs grown from seed in our greenhouse. 



our carbon footprint and we emphasize sustainability through best practices for the environment and 
ourselves. 
 
 What advice do you have for other teachers on implementing agriculture into their 
classroom/program?  
Agriculture is a science with many components of engineering and systems that relate to the Minnesota 
science standards.  Therefore by integrating science and agriculture educators are able to enhance the 
experiences of their students. I find that by making the lessons connected to our local growing area I am 
able to bring in area experts that are willing to share their experiences and life style with my students.  
Other resources that I have found to be helpful are the area FFA chapters, 4-H, Farm Bureau and the 
University of Minnesota, and Minnesota Agriculture in the Classroom.  

 
Why do you believe it is important for our students to be agriculturally literate and aware in today’s 
society? 
I believe that all students have to be aware of where their food and fiber comes from.  
I believe it is important because if you ask children where our food and fiber comes from, most will 
answer the name of a store or with a shrug. To truly appreciate the value of food and fiber, students 
need to understand the source it comes from and how it was turned into the products that we are able 
to use today. We, as educators, need to impress upon them that stores are NOT where our food and 
fiber comes from.  We need to educate students so they appreciate the work that is involved in the 
production of our food and fiber.  Students need to be aware of the scientific research, planting and 
raising, processing, distribution, and marketing involved in the food and many other products they get 
from agriculture.  We need to make agriculture part of their life-long learning so we are able to become 
a more sustainable culture instead of a disposable one. 
 
Students on our Hermanson’s Farm Field Trip that focused on organic farming and sustainable agriculture practices.  They 
also provide vegetable and fruit for our Farm to School Program. 

               
 
 


