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Why did you choose to become an educator? 
I have wanted to be an educator since I was in 4th grade. I love working with 
children and I love the wonder that they have for learning at such young 
ages.  Like most teachers, I wanted to make a difference in the life of a child. 
 

How do you help promote Agriculture in the Classroom? 

I am an educator in Brainerd, Minnesota; currently focusing on the 2nd graders 
in the school district, with a program that a colleague and I have started called Ag Time.  I currently am 
supported by our local FFA Alumni and other agricultural supporters, along with the classroom teachers 
that have allowed us to come into their classrooms.  
 

What is Ag Time? 

Ag Time is a program that was started after Magnus Nelson and I attended the National Ag in the 
Classroom conference that Minnesota hosted in the summer of 2013.  After coming back from the 
conference completely filled with wonderful ideas, we wanted to find a way to reach out to teachers 
and help them implement Ag in the Classroom.  So Ag Time was born.  Over the last two years myself 
and another teacher, Veronica Nelson, have gone into five different 2nd grade classrooms for one hour 
each month.   We teach an agricultural based lesson using different resources from the MN Ag in the 
Classroom website and ideas gathered at the Ag in the Classroom conferences we have attended.  Our 
hope is to reach out to all of the 2nd grade classrooms in our district so we can reach every student as 
they go through the 2nd grade. 
 

What agricultural activities and lessons have been successful? 

We do an introduction of “What is Agriculture.” And then continue with different lessons highlighting a 
different part of agriculture: seasons of agriculture, plants, fibers, plant parts, and recently a dairy lesson 
where a local dairy farmer brought in a milker and other 
items to teach the children about where their milk comes 
from. I am also hoping to continue to develop station 
opportunities for the teachers to utilize in between the 
times that we are there.  Some of those examples include: 
word sorts, reading centers, craft projects and many more 
ideas yet to dream of!  With the support of the FFA Alumni 
and the classroom teachers we are able to help reach so 
many students and help them to see that a world without 
agriculture is not possible, and how ag impacts their 
everyday life.   
 

How has agriculture and the Minnesota Agriculture in the Classroom Program and resources impacted 
your students and instruction? 

I started using the MAITC program and resources after my first experience at the national conference. It 
is these resources that we have utilized to introduce our own Ag in the Classroom Program, Ag Time, in 
our district.  The lessons are easy to access, use and implement!  The students and teachers look 
forward to our program and have enjoyed it.   



What advice do you have for other teachers on implementing agriculture into their 
classroom/program? 

Just start!!  It is so easy, and kids love any idea of agriculture!!  Most of the lessons naturally fit 
within science, and reading!!  It does not have to be a huge “unit” - just a “spin”!  Spin any of your 
regular lessons by adding an influence of agriculture.  Start with an agriculture based book! The 
possibilities are endless! 
 

Why do you believe it is important for our students to be agriculturally literate and aware in 
today’s society? 

The size of farms is getting bigger, but the number of farmers is getting smaller so less people are 
directly impacted and understand where their food comes from.  Without the education of 
agriculture, children will think their food comes from the shelf, not from the field! Educating 
children and adults about agriculture allows for growth and appreciation for the agriculture that 
impacts our lives daily. 
 


