
50 years after President Lyndon Johnson waged his “War on Poverty” more than 16 
million children – or 22% of ALL children in the United States – still live in families with 
incomes below the poverty level.

Our solution is to offer these children, with incredible potential, the opportunity to 
develop their skills and plan for the future in a safe, nurturing environment. At our 
San Pedro Club, we are currently serving 100 more children - primarily high school 
students - per day than at the same time last year. We now serve over 600 suppers 
every evening at our San Pedro, Wilmington and Port of L.A. Clubhouses combined. 
Overall, we have exceeded the 2,300 average daily attendance at our 15 sites.

Because of this tremendous growth, we are continually upgrading our three main sites 
to maximize both the number of youth served and the educational opportunities we 
provide.  Through our “Pushing the Envelope” capital campaign, we are raising funds 
to expand and modify our San Pedro, Wilmington and Port of L.A. Clubhouses. The 
bigger and on-going challenge is that we are really pushing the envelope by growing 
our operating budget to nearly $6.5 million annually to serve the harbor communities.  

I was recently invited by the San Pedro Chamber to speak at a “Power of Nonprofits” 
panel event.  A question from the audience asked me, “how can you keep growing and 
when do you hit your limit?”  My answer – we just have to do MORE or we are dooming 
a growing number of low-income youth to a present and future life of poverty. We 
cannot serve everyone, but we can always serve MORE.

Thank you for your continuing support of our 
organization and the at-risk youth we serve.  Wishing 
you Happy Holidays and a Happy and Healthy 2015.

A message from Executive Director Mike Lansing.

Mike Lansing

San Pedro Boys & Girls Club
Banning High School
Barton Hill Elementary
Dana Middle School

Wilmington Boys & Girls Club
Daniel’s Field
Fleming Middle School
Fries Avenue Elementary

Port of L.A. Boys & Girls Club
George De La Torre Elementary
Gulf Avenue Elementary
Harry Bridges Span School

Park Western Elementary
San Pedro Senior High School
Wilmington Middle School

Pushing the Envelope

Connect With Us!

We recently updated our website 
and the many ways you can keep up 
with our news and events online.

www.bgclaharbor.org
• Donate securely online
• Sign up for our monthly 

enewsletter
• Track our growth and 

improvements
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Serving 15 Club sites in the Los Angeles Harbor area

Headlines
• Lakers Youth Foundation 

renovates Port Club gym
• College Bound expanding to     

local high schools
• STEM Learning Centers open at 

San Pedro & Wilmington Clubs
• Music education changing lives

Youth of the Year
January 21, 2015
5:00 pm to 7:00 pm
Port of L.A. Boys & Girls Club
Join us as we select our youth 
representative for 2015 from our 
most accomplished high school 
students from San Pedro and 
Wilmington. Admission is free 
and dinner is included.
Contact Director of Events 
Deanna Deering for more 
information about attending and 
supporting. (310) 833-0514 
deannad@bgclaharbor.org

clubhouse news
Julius Randle, James Worthy and 
A.C. Green of the Lakers with 
Mike Lansing and our youth in 
our new Port Club gym.
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This is a dream come 
true. This is definitely a 
very beautiful place that 
can and will change a lot 
of lives.

“ “

Former Lakers player, A.C. Green, when speaking at the 
opening ceremony of our Port of L.A. Club gym.

On October 27, we were honored to be visited by 
current Lakers player Julius Randle and former 
Lakers players A.C. Green and James Worthy for the 

opening of our refurbished gym at our Port of L.A. Boys & 
Girls Club. 

Adjacent to the Rancho San Pedro public housing community, 
our Port Club provides hundreds of at-risk youth  with a 
safe, nurturing environment where they can participate in 
enrichment programming and athletics activities – now on a 
hardwood, professional gym floor. The floor of the large gym 
which houses two basketball courts was formerly concrete 
topped with synthetic flooring that had not been replaced 
in almost 15 years.

The ceremony opened with a speech by Port Club member 
Christopher Williamson, a 10th grader who participates 
in programming in our Teen Center and is an avid athlete. 
Christopher expressed his gratitude to the Lakers Youth 
Foundation and the Active Alliance for picking our 
organization to participate in the YOU Grant challenge for 
a new gym floor. Thanks to community support through 
online votes, our organization won the contest and was 
awarded a grant to refurbish the gym floor.

Following the opening ceremony, Green, Worthy, Randle 
and Lakers’ athletic trainers inaugurated the gym floor with 
a two hour workshop for our high school youth. The players 
and trainers ran our young athletes through the same drills 
used in professional practices. Green and Worthy even 
gave our youth a private demonstration of their renowned 
talents, playing a brief game of one-on-one.

Our Port Club continues to improve thanks to the Port of 
Los Angeles for their support and for providing the facility 
where we are able to offer opportunities to so many youth.

Lakers Youth Foundation
Renovates Port Club Gym

Port Club teen, Christopher Williamson, presenting a 
token of appreciation from our youth to the Lakers.

Twenty Years of Service to Harbor Youth
In 1994, Yvonne Bogdanovich agreed to a request by incoming Executive Director 
Mike Lansing to serve on our Board. 20 years later, Yvonne has been one of the 
most active and influential members of our Board in growing our organization. 
At the end of this year, she will complete a two-year term as Board President.

It is with great honor that we establish the Yvonne Bogdanovich Middle School 
Center at the San Pedro Boys & Girls Club. Yvonne’s commitment and generosity 
have allowed us to become what many consider to be the premier youth services 
organization in the harbor area. 

In addition to our organization, Yvonne supports and has served on committees 
for the San Pedro Peninsula Cancer Guild, USC’s Town and Gown, Mary Star of 
the Sea High School, Marymount California University and Holy Trinity School.

Yvonne Bogdanovich with Mike 
Lansing and BGCA President Jim Clark 
at the 2014 Bids for Kids fundraiser.



College Bound Expanding to Local High Schools

Coming to a high school near you! In addition to the  
after-school enrichment programming we coordinate 
at 11 local public schools, our College Bound program 

is now part of the school day at six high schools in the South 
Bay and South Los Angeles.

This past school year, 95% of College Bound participants 
at our Clubhouses in San Pedro and Wilmington graduated 
with 95% of those graduates going to college. This in 
comparison to the 68% LAUSD graduation rate and 80.2% 
California graduation rate in 2013 according to the California 
Department of Education. Our College Bound program 
stresses the individual guidance that high school students 
need to accomplish their post-graduation plans.

Due to the program’s impressive results, we partnered 
with LAUSD Board President Dr. Richard Vladovic who 
spearheaded efforts to reach more students with our College 
Bound program. This semester marks the implementation of 
College Bound school liaisons at several local high schools. 
Our school liaisons meet with students during the school 
day and help them stay on track to graduate and plan for 
the future. After school, we refer these students to our 
Clubhouses in San Pedro, Wilmington and the Port of L.A. 
for additional support in our College Bound centers.

At Banning High School and San Pedro Senior High School 
the implementation of our College Bound school liaisons 
compliments the after-school programming we have been 
coordinating at those high schools for over a decade.

This expansion of College Bound to local high schools is 
occurring as we are starting to make the program available 
to our younger school site members. Our after-school 
programming at Harry Bridges Span School includes College 
Bound workshops and case management. 

Look out for College Bound at your local schools. We might 
be helping students succeed there soon!

Our College Bound School Liaisons are now 
based at seven high schools in the South 
Bay and South Los Angeles: Banning High 
School, Carson High School, Gardena High 
School, Locke College Preparatory Academy, 
Narbonne High School and San Pedro High 
School. 

Giving Thanks for Our Thanksgiving Supporters
We are proud to report that we distributed Thanksgiving feasts to 300 of our 
most deserving Club families through our Giving Thanks food drive!

Thank you to the organizations and individuals who donated food supplies and 
volunteered their time:
Aerotek • Board members, Bryan Bero and John Vidovich • Bonert’s Pies

Chase Bank • Club Parents • First Presbyterian Church of San Pedro
ILWU Local 13 • Los Hermanos Palos Verdes

National Charity League Palos Verdes • National Charity League Peninsula
Palos Verdes Peninsula Rotary • Safelite AutoGlass • San Pedro Rotary • Vons



Preparing for STEM Careers in San Pedro & 
Wilmington

“Employment in occupations related 
to STEM — Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Mathematics — is 
projected to grow to more than 9 
million between 2012 and 2022,” 
according to the U.S. Bureau of Labor 
Statistics.

Here in the Los Angeles Harbor, our 
youth are exposed to incredible feats 
of engineering, accomplishments 
in chemical processes and the 
development of new technology. Many 
of our students are inspired to pursue 
careers in these fields just from seeing 
the many opportunities available 
locally.

This semester, we established STEM 
education centers at our San Pedro 
Club and Wilmington Club. These 
dedicated centers allow our elementary and middle school 
youth to expand their STEM knowledge through tangible 
experiments. From producing electricity in a test tube 
to creating wind turbines using the latest educational 
equipment, our students are given the opportunity to 
advance their education after school.

Meanwhile, our high school students at our San Pedro 
Club and now our Wilmington Club have the opportunity 
to receive instruction in higher level technology. Our 3D 
animation and game design program utilizes the latest 
technology like the virtual reality Oculus Rift development 
kit and 3D printer.

A major component of this program is professional 
instruction. Engineers and scientists from Boeing are 
volunteering their time to visit and share their real-world 
experience. Raytheon engineers teamed up with the Los 
Angeles Kings earlier this year for a “Science of Hockey” 
presentation at our San Pedro Club. Our STEM program 
depends on the local professionals who are willing to 
volunteer their time on a project-basis and help inspire the 
potential future work force in this field.

The development of our STEM centers in San Pedro and 
Wilmington was made possible thanks to the Ahmanson 
Foundation, Ralph and Lorraine Scribba, L.A. County 
Supervisor Don Knabe and the S. Mark Taper Foundation. 
Support for supplies was provided in part by Raytheon.

Boeing engineer Jesse Gomez guides our middle 
school students through a lesson on air pressure.



Music Education Changing Lives

Those who have participated in music education can confirm 
the incredible effect in has on those involved. From picking 
up an instrument for the first time to performing live, many 
claim that music has had a profound effect on their lives.

Music education has been a component of our enrichment 
programming at our Clubhouses since 2002. The program 
has grown a great deal since then - at our most recent Arts 
Academy Showcase in December our young musicians 
performed classical, jazz, rock and pop numbers. Throughout 
the program, we have seen our students flourish not just in 
the arts, but in academics as well.

Bianca Rivera, a high school junior in our Wilmington Club, 
first picked up the bass guitar at our Club when she was in 
6th grade. Since then, Bianca has become one our most 
promising music students, joining our jazz band and rock 
band and performing regularly at community events in the 
harbor area and fundraising events for our organization. 
When our Arts Academy started in 2013, Bianca was one of 
our advanced students who benefited from the additional 
Saturday practice and focused attention from our Music 
Director Edwin Porras.

Bianca’s development as a musician has helped her            
nurture important life skills like leadership, interpersonal 
communication and critical thinking. Her academic 
performance earned her an award in our College Bound 
program as well as multiple placements on Banning High 
School’s honor roll. Bianca is looking forward to continuing 
her education and applying to colleges next year.

Hundreds of Club youth benefit from music education with 
the expansion of the music program at our San Pedro, 
Wilmington and Port of L.A. Clubhouses. At our school sites, 
more youth are able to participate due to our partnership 
with the Harmony Project for after-school band practice 
at Harry Bridges Span School. We also facilitate band 
practice in our after-school programs at Banning High 
School, Wilmington Middle School, Dana Middle School and 
drumline practice at Fleming Middle School. 

It feels amazing 
performing something 
you have been working 
on for months! I like 
being able to do that.

“ “

Wilmington Club music student, Bianca Rivera, on performing. 
Bianca is pictured on the left, playing bass with our Wilmington 
Club jazz band at the 2014 ILWU/PMA Luncheon.

Director of Operations and Arts Academy Coordinator Tony 
Tripp leading our San Pedro Club strings ensemble at our Arts 
Academy Showcase at the Warner Grand Theatre.

Starting with the basics. An instructor leads our Port Club youth in  
learning how to play notes on a xylophone.



How the Club Became My Club
Initially when I joined the Boys & Girls Clubs of Los Angeles Harbor, I saw it simply 
as a place where I could hang out with my friends after school. At first, I didn’t take 
the time to join the various programs that the Club provided. As I became more 
involved, I realized that my future was already in place according to the actions of 
my present. I realized that there were valuable resources open to me within the 
doors of the Club, but most importantly I realized that the Club had the potential 
of being My Club, an establishment that could boost my growth. 

In addition to participating in academic programs, such as College Bound, I found 
my place as a Junior Staff and eventually a Keystone member. Each set me on the 
path to success. The more I have continued to come to My Club, the more my 
character molded into becoming a true Club member. I have learned discipline, 
work ethic, time management and most importantly, responsibility. In the future, I 
aspire to motivate others in hopes of granting them similar opportunities that My 
Club has granted me. 

A message from San Pedro Boys & Girls Club member, Charline Minifield.

Charline Minifield is a senior at San Pedro Senior High School where her grades have earned her a spot on the 
honor roll. She is a member of our Keystone community service group and works part-time in our Club middle 
school learning center. Charline looks forward to attending university next year and studying Psychology and 
Criminal Justice.

Partner Spotlight - Rich Development

For an increasing number of people, the most practical method of making a gift to the Boys & Girls Clubs of the Los Angeles 
Harbor is through their will or trust. Bequests may qualify for an estate tax deduction equal to the value of the gift and can 
significantly reduce estate tax obligation.

Donors may leave any amount they desire and may include instructions for the appropriate method of giving. These 
contributions will make a tremendous impact in the lives of our future youth members.

If you would like more information, please contact:
Director of Development Derald Sidler, (310) 833-1322 x242, deralds@bgclaharbor.org

Consider Giving a Legacy of Hope

A few of our partners can trace their support back to long before our Partner Plan started in 2007. One of these partners 
is Rich Development which was one of the first companies to join as a partner and supported our services for youth for 
many years previously.
 

Like our organization, Rich Development has an extensive history in the San Pedro community and the Rich family has been 
a long-standing supporter of our organization. CEO Joe Rich has served on our Board of Directors and is currently a Trustee. 
His generosity recently earned him membership in the Boys & Girls Clubs of the America Jeremiah Milbank Society. For 
more information about Rich Development, please visit www.richdevelopment.com.
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Cox Communications • Di Carlo Seafood Company • ILWU Credit Union 
Juanita’s Foods • Keesal, Young & Logan • Malaga Bank
Marymount California University • Pacific Crane Maintenance Co. • Ports America 
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