
 

 
 

Gratz Insider, January 2015 – Story Continuation 
  
[To return to the newsletter, close this page.]    

Notable Newsmakers    

 
We are proud to announce the recent publication of an article by Gratz professor and 
Middle East analyst Dr. Asaf Romirowsky. The article, “In Intent, If Not in Effect: The 
Failure of BDS,”co-written by Gabriel Noah Brahm, appears in a new book of 
scholarly essays called The Case Against Academic Boycotts of Israel. According to 
Marjorie Perloff, professor emerita of English at Stanford University, the essays in 
this book are “as stunning as they are wide-ranging, as remarkably well-informed and 
factually based as they are closely reasoned and persuasive.” She continues that “the 
case against Academic Boycott is made with such authority that no one who cares 
about global politics in the 21st Century can afford not to read these pages.” 

Dr. Romirowsky teaches in both the Gratz College Adult Jewish Learning program and in the Gratz 
Jewish Community High School. He is a fellow at the Middle East Forum, a Philadelphia-based think 
tank headed by scholar Daniel Pipes. He is also a former IDF (Israel Defense Forces) International 
Relations liaison officer both in the West Bank and to the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan.  

Published widely in both the national press and scholarly journals, Dr. Romirowsky is also co-author, 
with Alexander Joffe, of the book Religion, Politics, and the Origins of Palestine Refugee 
Relief (Palgrave Macmillan, 2013). He makes frequent appearances in the media and lectures to a wide 
range of audiences around the world. 

Dr. Romirowsky holds a bachelor’s degree from the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, master’s degrees 
from both Villanova University and West Chester University and a doctorate from Kings College London. 

 

 

An article by Rabbi Erin Hirsh, the director of the NEXT Professional Learning 
Program for Supplementary School Teachers at Gratz College, was recently 
published on the blog of The Jewish Education Project. The article is entitled “The 
NEXT Program’s Boot Camp for New Teachers (and Those with Minimal Formal 
Training).” In this piece, Rabbi Hirsh explains how her boot camp program is a 
valuable professional learning tool for supplementary school teachers who don’t 

have a formal background in education.  

 
Rabbi Hirsh is a nationally known Jewish educator who has worked with Reform, Conservative, Renewal 
and Reconstructionist communities throughout North America. She has dedicated her rabbinate to 
ensuring that Jewish education is engaging, relevant and meaningful for everyone involved. 
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Rabbi Hirsh directed two congregational schools in the Greater Philadelphia Area over a period of 
eleven years. She also served as director of education for the Reconstructionist Movement. In that 
capacity, she trained and mentored dozens of rabbis, Jewish educators and communal leaders. In 
addition, Rabbi Hirsh writes formal and experiential curricula for children, teens, families and adults. 

Rabbi Hirsh received her bachelor’s degree from Vassar College and was ordained by the 
Reconstructionist Rabbinical College. 

 

 

In recognition of her lifetime of service to the field of social science, Gratz professor 
Dr. Rela Mintz Geffen received the Berman Service Award in December from the 
Association for the Social Scientific Study of Jewry (ASSJ). As described on the ASSJ 
website, the recipient of this award is an individual with “a career of distinguished 

commitment to the social scientific study of Jews.” 

Dr. Geffen is a longtime professor of sociology at Gratz College. During her three decades at Gratz, she 
also served for years as coordinator of the Jewish communal service programs, and had a five-year 
tenure as dean for academic affairs. She currently teaches a required course for the Jewish Communal 
Service and Nonprofit Management students at Gratz, which is called “Twenty-First Century Jewish 
Communal Life in the Diaspora.” 
 
Dr. Geffen also spent seven years as president of Baltimore Hebrew University (BHU). In 2008, she 
became professor emerita at Towson University after BHU and Towson merged.  
 
Widely published, Dr. Geffen has written over 40 articles and book chapters, and has authored or 
edited four books. She is also on the editorial board of the Jewish Political Studies Review, a journal 
published by the Jerusalem Center for Public Affairs. 
 
Dr. Geffen received both a bachelor’s and a master’s degree from Columbia University, a Bachelor of 
Religious Education from The Jewish Theological Seminary and a doctorate in sociology from the 
University of Florida. 

 


