
  
 
 
 

 

Jahrbuch für Christliche Sozialwissenschaften/Yearbook for Christian Social Sciences 

Vol. 55 (2014): Human Rights in the Catholic Church 
 

The new volume of the “Jahrbuch für Christliche 
Sozialwissenschaften” (Yearbook for Christian Social Sciences, 
ICS Munster) focuses on the human rights within the Church.  

The opening article “Church and Human Rights – Human Rights 
within the Catholic Church” written by Hans Maier (Munich) 
summarizes the reactions of the Catholic Church to the human 
rights movements in the modern era and formulates desiderata 
for reception of the human rights within the Church. Linda 
Hogan (Dublin) deals with the significance of human rights in 
Christian social ethics and considers the challenges associated 
with the reception of the encyclical Pacem in terris, inter alia 
the relation of human rights and (ethics of) peace. The 
contribution of Konrad Hilpert (Munich) analyses the reception 
of human rights in the Church based on the official ecclesiastical 
documents. The essay of Tine Stein (Kiel) written from the 
perspective of policy sciences deals with the constitutional 
structure of the Church and examines the tension between 

freedom of conscience and obedience of faith. Stephan Goertz (Mainz) focuses on the ethical 
autonomy and the relation between moral autonomy, human dignity and human rights. 
The following three articles deal with the topic from the perspective of canon law. The contribution 
of Adrian Loretan (Luzern) focuses on the genesis, the reception history and the actualization of 
freedom rights within and outside the Church. Thomas Schüller (Munster) presents a critical analysis 
of the tension between the idea of religious freedom and the well-known doctrinal catchphrase extra 
ecclesiae nulla salus. Sabine Demel (Regensburg) discusses the participation rights of lay people and 
women within the Catholic Church based on Codex Iuris Canonici from 1983. Rainer Bucher (Graz) 
deals with the human rights in the Church from a pastoral-theological perspective. The literature 
overview written by Axel Heinrich (Hamburg) presents recent reactions on the encyclical Pacem in 
terris in the German speaking social ethics. 

The volume contains the reports from social-ethical conferences as well as the list of current doctoral 
projects in the German Catholic social ethics. 

Print- and Online-Access 

The printed version published in November 2014 by the Aschendorff Verlag (Münster) can be 
ordered e.g. at the Aschendorff Verlag. The online access: www.jcsw.de. 
For further information to this volume (e.g. table of contents, English summaries) click here.  

Bibliographical note: 

Heimbach-Steins, Marianne (ed.): Jahrbuch für Christliche Sozialwissenschaften. 55. Band: 
Menschenrechte in der katholischen Kirche. Münster: Aschendorff 2014. 268 Seiten. ISBN: 978-3-
402-10987-8. 

http://www.aschendorff-buchverlag.de/shop/product_info.php?info=p2318_Heimbach-Steins--Marianne--Hg---br----Jahrbuch-f--r-Christliche-Sozialwissenschaften--55--Band--2014-.html
http://www.jcsw.de/
http://www.uni-muenster.de/Ejournals/index.php/jcsw/issue/current

