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AGENDA 
  

 8:00 A.M. REGISTRATION 

 8:30 A.M. OPENING DEVOTION & WELCOME- President Wille 

 9:00 A.M. KEYNOTE PRESENTATION - Mike Zimmer 

  3  “Rs” in Your Church 

 10:15 A.M. BREAKOUT SESSION 1 

 11:20 A.M. LUNCH 

 12:30 P.M. KEYNOTE PRESENTATION -  Mike Zimmer 

  3 Tables in Your Community 

   1:40 P.M. BREAKOUT SESSION 2 

 2:45 P.M. CLOSING 



Equipp ing lay  leaders  and pastors  fo r  engag ing  the i r  communi t ies  w i th  the  Gospe l .  

Passionate Believers Leadership Conference 

Keynote Speaker: Mr. Mike Zimmer serves the Northern Illinois District as one 
of its Mission Facilitators carrying out their district theme: New Starts, New  
Believers. Previously Mike served on the Minnesota South District staff helping 
churches enhance a greater focus on mission. Mike has also served as a parish 
administrator and as an elementary and high school administrator. He has  
decades of experience coaching leaders in over 50 congregations in  
long-term turnaround efforts.   
  

Mike’s conference presentations are based on Revelation 22:2 “For the 
Healing of the Nations.”  

Breakout Session I (10:15 a.m. -  11:15 a.m.) 
  
A New Approach to Building Bridges in the Community and Inviting Youth and Families Into 
the Body of Christ: Sanya Parson, Director, Rebecca’s Garden of Hope, Inc. Come and hear about this  
exciting outreach ministry and see how a Rebecca’s Garden of Hope partnership with your church will, by God’s 
grace, release the power of God’s Word and prayer to increase your ministry’s community presence and impact. 
This presentation will show a unique way to touch the lives of youth and families by developing stronger  
relationships while breaking down invisible walls outside your church doors. 
 
Caring for Your Pastor and Church Workers: Rev. Dr. John Wille, SWD President, will help give a better 
understanding of the demands and frailties of those who serve in various called positions, both clergy and  
commissioned. He will also discuss ways we can care for them.  
 
Concordia Plan Services: Maureen Schneider, Benefit Consultant, will discuss the challenges and  
opportunities as we walk together in caring for workers and their families. This presentation will discuss both 
near and long-term modifications and enhancements in the Concordia Plans benefit programs. 
 
Confirmation: What Does This Mean?: Rev. Randy Raasch, Senior Pastor, First Immanuel Lutheran 
Church, Cedarburg. In a culture that is increasingly less Christian it is important to teach our children doctrinal 
truths of the Scriptures, but equally important to teach them how to defend these truths. Your confirmation  
curriculum can do both. 
 
Grant Writing for Churches: Deb Engel, Operations & Program Officer for Siebert Lutheran Foundation. 
This session will help anyone to better understand the steps involved in applying for a grant through Siebert  
Lutheran Foundation. You will learn what kinds of projects the Siebert Foundation funds and learn tips on  
providing good, solid information when completing grant applications online. 
 
Prepare, Provide and Protect: Pam Moksnes, CFP, LCEF Gift Planning Manager, will give you an overview 
of Legacy Planning, an outline for goals, considerations and warnings for awareness in estate planning matters, 
and the “5 Ps” for creating a solid plan to move forward. Resources will be provided for you to take home. 
 
Social Media in the Church - For Beginners: Maria Hendrickson, MBA, LCEF Director of  
Communication & Marketing - serving LCMS upper Midwest districts. What image does your church/school  
convey in its social media? And did you know that NOT engaging in social media sends a loud message of its 
own? Social Media can be an effective communication tool for the church when used appropriately. It can be 
applied for internal tasks between leadership teams and members. It can also be applied 
externally to reach out to your surrounding community. This session is for beginners and will 
primarily focus on creating and leveraging your church/school Facebook page. 
 
The WHY of Church Multiplication: Rev. Dr. Peter A. Meier, Executive Director,  
Center for United States Missions will present on exploring the biblical call to multiply, the  
urgency of multiplication in our context, and models of church reproduction, all within the 
context of planting Lutheran churches. 
 

Passionate Believers...Confessing Christ 



WitnessWitness   
“Very well done.  

It gives  
pastors and 

members  
of a  

congregation  
a chance  

to be involved 
together at a 

conference  
for the ministry 

and mission  
of the Church.” 

Life TogetherLife Together   
“Passionate Believers 

Conference is a  
highlight of our work  

together.” 

Breakout Session II (1:40 p.m.—2:40 p.m.) 
 
Concordia Plan Services: Maureen Schneider, Benefit Consultant, will discuss the challenges 
and opportunities as we walk together in caring for workers and their families. This presentation will 
discuss both near and long-term modifications and enhancements in the Concordia Plans benefit  
programs. 
 
Everyone a Witness: Rev. Mark Wood, Director of LCMS Witness & Outreach Ministry. When  
Jesus said, “You will be My witnesses,” He was stating a fact. Every believer is a witness of Jesus. The 
health and future of our congregations depend upon our response to His call. How can we be, and  
encourage others to be, more faithful and effective witnesses of Jesus? 
 
First Amendment, Congregational Marriage Policy, and Confessional Lutheranism:  
Rev. Dr. John Wille, SWD President. While we are guaranteed the rights of free speech and religion in 
the First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution, those rights are often trampled underfoot by court  
decisions. We find ourselves in this post-modern, post-Constantinian culture where wrong has become 
right, where the gross sins formerly scorned by society are now not only accepted but celebrated, and 
where morality has been replaced by immorality as accepted norm for society.  It has been said that we 
live in an age where everything is permitted and nothing is forgiven. What does this mean for our  
pastors and our congregations? This is our time to be uniquely Lutheran, to be clear in our confession, 
to honor our Christ-centered vocations.  
 
Finding a Solution to a Problem: Rev. Mark Janzen, Associate Pastor; Leah Zehel, Ministry  
Director; Carol Bimmel, Program Assistant of St. Paul, Sheboygan Falls. Find out how a  
congregational need has blossomed into a community outreach Adult Day Program. 
 
Hispanic Ministry: Vicar German Novelli, Jr. Grace, Milwaukee and Pastor Alfonso Prada,  
St. Martini, Milwaukee will share ways in which your congregation can identify the needs of your  
Hispanic neighbors and begin to reach them with the good news of Jesus. 
 
Intergenerational Women’s Ministry: Not a Program, but a Mindset: Darcy Paape, DCE, 
WLI Director and CUW Campus Ministry Assistant. In Matthew 28:18-20, Jesus commands us to go 
and make disciples. In truth, the words in the Greek mean, “as you are going” or “wherever you are 
going” make learners. How do you use already formed women’s groups to become more intentional 
teachers and learners of the Gospel? How can you help your women build their confidence as urban 
missionaries just by helping them see Christ in their own story? 
 
LCEF Christian Wills & Trust Guide: Diana Raasch M.B.A., CGP, LCEF District Vice President. 
The LCEF Christian Wills Guide will greatly assist you and your family in documenting all your plans. 
The Will document can be emailed to your attorney which can provide a great savings in the way of 
lawyer fees. Diana will demonstrate the ease of working with the Wills Guide. 
 
Lutheran Schools as Mission Outposts: Rev. Dr. Peter A. Meier, Executive Director, Center for 
United States Missions. Early in our LCMS history, Lutheran schools were used as a means of mission 
outreach. This section looks at how Lutheran education ministries can be “Gospel outposts” or “mission 
training centers” connecting families and communities to the Good News of Jesus. 
 
Parent as Primary Faith Influence: Chad Jacobsen, Director of Youth Ministry, Shepherd of the 
Hills, Pewaukee. During this interactive session Chad and the leadership team from Shepherd of the 
Hills will share with you about their 6th - 8th Grade Confirmation program. This program teaches  
Luther’s Small Catechism in interactive ways and equips and encourages  
parents to live out their calling as the primary faith influence in the lives of 
their children.  
 
When to Call our District’s Critical Incident Stress Management 
Team (CISM): Rev. Dr. William Wagner, SWD Coordinator - Critical  
Incident Stress Management - Direct Response. Congregations experience 
crisis. Some of them more devastating than others. Some are man made, 
some are natural. When the resources of the local congregation are  
exhausted, the district CISM team is available to 
help. In this session, explanation will be given about 
what the team does, the resources available, and 
how to access the team. 
 
 

MercyMercy   
“Thank you so much. 
Each year we attend 
we try to bring new 

people from our  
congregation.  

It is very uplifting  
for lay people to see  

who our brothers  
and sisters are.  

Our congregation  
is small and  
sometimes  

I think we forget  
how close and united 

we can become  
given the Spirit  

to guide us.” 



C O N F E R E N C E   
R E G I S T R AT I O N  
 

South Wisconsin District-LCMS 
“Passionate Believers Conference” 
 

Saturday, January 31, 2015 
8:00 a.m. - Registration 
2:45 p.m. - Closing 
 
Held at: 
Divine Redeemer  
Lutheran Church 
& School 
N48 W31385 Hill St.  

Hartland, WI 53029 

 

Cost: 
$25.00 per person 
$75.00 per “church” 
(Fee includes presenters, materials, and meals) 

  

Register by January 16, 2015 
ONLINE: swd.lcms.org/registration 
OR by contacting Barb Slak 
414-464-8100, ext. 13 
slak@swd.lcms.org 

8100 W. Capitol Dr. 
Milwaukee, WI 53222 
Ph: 414-464-8100 
Web: swd.lcms.org 

Parking space is limited! Please  carpool if  possible. 

Hotel Accommodations: 
Radisson Hotel Milwaukee West 
2303 N Mayfair Rd., Milwaukee 
$85 per night 
 
Holiday Inn Express 
3030 Golf Rd., Delafield 
$105 per night 
 
LaQuinta 
2801 Hillside Dr., Delafield 
$95 per night 
 
The South Wisconsin District is not responsible for your 
room charges. When making your reservation, mention  
the South Wisconsin District to receive your discounted 
rate. Hotel discounted rate deadline, January 16, 2015. 


