
A./ier a few warm da),s 
ill April, and a cold 
a l/d rainy May. the bot 
weatber slIdden /), hit liS 

illjllne. Abmpt 
cha nges also affected 
all r Depart men t. as 
Dr. Firestolle stepped 
down fro III the Cha ir 
all April 30, alld Dr. 
john IFilliams accepted 

tbe Deu n s ajJpoilitmel1l as 
interim cbairnlGlli . 0111' lead 
star)! highlights Dr. Firestolles 
leadership of 011 1' Departmell t 
dllrillg tbe storlllY reengilleer­
ing of med ical reimhllrsemel/t 
systems - o./great cOllse­
qllence. particlllar() ' to 
academic medicine. 

A few greatl)! appreciated 
facilIty members haue left liS 

'IIt() ', illellldilig Drs. 
JidWatkilis al/d Oauid 

f(rCll11el; a lso reported i77 this 
isslle. 

The Cradllatioll Banqllet on 
jllne / 6 lUas a great slIccess. 
A I/three past cha irmen - 0":5. 
PeterSafCII; Peter l'(lintel; alld 
Leonard Firestone- were 
presellt at the ailcl il: which 
also celebrated the Depart-
11Iel/t :5 40" alilliuersmy. 

Dr. Williams cOllelllded tbe 
celebratioll byalliiollncilig 
the ./0 rl11a tio II ofa separate 
Deparllllel7f o.f Criticet! Ca re 
iVIedicine, whicb IVas !lnalli-
11I011Sly approued at thejlme 
72 meetillg o.fthe £\'eclltiue 
COl71miltee o.fthe cboolo./ 
Medicille . Final approml 
awaits the Uniuenity Board of 
Trustees' decision Cllld tbe 
Challcellor s sigllCltllre, IUhich 
willtai?e a few months. Loo/? 
for detaiis ()f the lIelli CCM 
Depart11lellt in 0 111' lIext isslle. 

r ilthell. a most pleasant 
Ptftsi?l lI gb slimmer to all. 

Til liS , 

Ake Crell uii? MD. f:.(;/itor 
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Dr. Firestone Recounts Department's 
Growth During Challenging Times 

On Ap ril 3 0, 2001, Leonard L. Firestone, MD stepp ed down ii-om the 

Chair of the Departnzent, leaving a legacy of ex traordinary growth 

and activity in one of the largest acadeln ic 

a nesthesia departments in the world. 

The recent past has featured plummering insurance 

reimbursement. including enormous pressure from 

the Hea lth Ca re Fina ncing Administ rarion and 

Med icare; the add iriona I document" tion bu rden due 

to the Ph ys ic i ~ l ns at Teaching Hosp it ~ds (PATH ) audit 

of academ ic facul ty : decl in ing hospita l suppo rt fo r 

hospita l-based depa rtments ( including layoffs of 

continued on page 2 ~ 

Dr. Firestone remains on the faculty and is now devoting his 

time to research. He met recently with 

Editor Ake Grenvik, MD, to reflect 

on his time as chairman . 



Focus continued 

Dr. Firestone Recounts Department's Growth During Challenging Times 

CRl\JAs); and a simu lwneous 

decline in the number of 

applicants to anesthes ia resi­

derlCY progra ms na tiom vide. 

Dr. Firestone became Peter & 

Eva Sa fa r I)ro fessor and 

chai rman o f the Department of 

Anesthesio logy & Critica l Ca re 

Med icine in 1996. For nearly 

fi ve years he held the position 

at the helm o f the Department 

during wh ~l t th e Society o f 

Aca dem ic An es thes ia Chai r­

m en has ca li ed ··The Perfect 

Storm,·' re fe rr ing to th is 

peri od o f unprecedented 

change and cha ll enge i n 

~l ca d e 1ll i c anesthes io logy. 

I Anesthesiology jCCM 

Dr. Firestone bega n h is 

recollections by giving fu ll 

creciit to the facul ty of th e 

Department for the fact t h~ l t it 

has co llective ly surv ived these 

tu mu ltuous years and m~l i n­

ta ined its academic productiv­

ity . Change and ··nea rly 

exp losive·' g rowth w ere the 

key elements of h is tenure as 

chairman 0996-200n H e 

discussed these develo pments 

in fi ve majo r areas of h is 

chai rmanship: cl inica l care, 

ed ucation , researc h, fa cul ty 

development, and administr ~ l ­

t ion. I n eve ry area , Dr. 

Firestone says that he feels 

that he W~I S fo rtunate to have 

h ~ld a pool of such ta lent: to 

match w ith given roles in lhe 

Depa rtment. 

I n the area of clin ica l serv ices, 

beginning \\lith the merger o f 

Presbyteria n-Uni versity , 

Montefiore, and Eye & Ear 

hospitals into UPMC, the 

Anesthesiology D epartment"s 

acti vi ty became better in te­

grated and more efficient. 

Anesthes i ~ 1 serv ices were 

incorporated under the UPiVlC 

umbre ll a at Shadyside, St. 

Marga ret, South Side, l3eaver 

Va lley, Bracidock , ~lIld Lee 

Hegio nal hospita ls - in ~ ld (li ­

tion to fou r surgi-centers. Dr. 

Firestone had the honor o f 

appointing nine new chiefs: 

Drs. ]Olul Williams at Presby: 

Peter]. Davis at Children·s; 

Mark Hudson at Shadys ide; 

Paul Shay at St. Ma rga ret: 

Raynlond Schwartz ~It South 

Side; Jan Sluith at l3e~l ve r 

Va ll ey; Moyses Mandel at 

Braddock ; Daniel Van Riper 

at Lee Hegio nal; and Victor 

Scott at UPM C P;II ermo. Dr. 

Paul Rogers \v~IS appointed 

d irector o f the Critic il Ca re 

Service Line al the Veterans 

Affa irs Med i c~II Center. Tn 

add ition. D r. fi restone 

appointed D r. Marie 

Baldisseri ch ief of CCM ., 

Magee-Wo mens, Dr. Do 

Cope as chief o f th e Pain 

Medicine progum. ~ lIld Dr. 

Mitch Fink as ch ief of the 

Adult Di visio n of Critica l Ca re 

Medicine. 

A lso during this l ime, the 

entire anesthes ia care telm 

c lme under the same admin­

istrati ve :lIld fiscil roof wh en 

approximately 200 C I~NAs 

were incorpo r:lted into the 

D epartment. Other clin ica l 

notes include the esra bl ish­

Illem of a Department-w ide 

q ual ity-assurance progr:lm; a 

clinical incenli ve pa y pbn fo r 

the f~l c ulty; :Ind real-lime. on­

line computer ass istance in 

cli nica l ca re, necess itat ing a 

complete hack-up system. 

The D epartment"s education 

miss ion gOl a lremendo us 

boost \\·hen D r. Rita Patel was 



appointed d irector of Anesthe­

sio logy Education Programs. 

Dr. Patel has worked to make 

the Depa rtmen(s educational 

efforts a continuum, from the 

School of Medicine, through 

the Anesthesio logy Reside ncy, 

to the va rio us anesthesia 

fellowship programs. Tn yea r 

2000. the Anesthes ia Res ide ncy 

and the subspecia lty fellow­

ships in CCM, Pediatric 

Anesthesia, and Pain Med icine 

were a ll accredited for five 

years by the Accreditation 

Council for Graduate Med ica l 

Education. Ped iatric CCM also 

rece ived a fiv -year ACGlVIE 

a d itation. Tn addi tion, the 

D .. 01 appointed Dr. Pa ul 

Rogers director of the 

Mu ltidisciplinaIY Criti ca l Care 

Train ing Program. Drs. Pate l 

and Rogers subseque ntly 

initiated an annua l education 

retreat for faculty members . 

Websites were designed a nd 

established fo r a ll o f the 

Departmen(s educa tion 

programs. Lastly, the Depart­

ment continu ed to support and 

make use of tlie Human 

Simulation Center established 

by forme r Cha irman Dr. Peter 

M. Winter in 1995 

In the resea rch are na , during 

Dr. Firestone's t nure the 

Department's r ceipt of federa l 

g rants more than quadrupled , 

f. less tha n $1 million 

(m( ct costs) in 1995 to more 

than $4 million (d irect costs) in 

2000 . Dr. Michael Pins!..], 

obta ined the fi rst of two 

Department NIH T-32 fe llow­

ship training grants; D r. 

Patrick Kochanek was 

a'\varded the second. making 

this Anesthesiology Depart­

ment the o nl y o ne in the 

nation with t\VO such training 

g rants. Thomas Rudy , PhD 

became principal investiga tor 

on a program project in the 

field of pa in research. Numer­

ous senio r and junio r investi­

ga tors obta ined g rants from 

the NIH a nd other prestig ious 

federa l sources (see sto ry on 

Page 11 ), a nd Dr. Peter Safar 

received a g rant from the 

Dep artme nt of Defe nse - one 

of the three largest grants in 

the city of Pittsburgh. 

New research faci lities were 

establ ished and existing areas 

extenSively renovated on the 

6'h and 10,h floors of Scaife 

Ha ll. a nd in the Hill Building 

for the Safar Center fo r Resus­

citation Research. The Simu la­

tio n Center began negotia ting 

for a new facility , w ith plans to 

move from its curre nt location 

in the basement at Montefiore. 

In 2000, the Simula tio n Center 

received a large Laerda l 

ed ucational resea rch grant, 

with Dr. JohnJ. Schaefer III 

as the principal investigator. 

Dr. David Watkins, of the 

Department's Cli nical Tria ls 

Program, went o n to become 

director of the Pittsburgh 

Clinica l Research Network at 

UPMC. The North Ame ri ca n 

Malignant Hyperthermia 

I~egistry moved to Pittsburgh 

w hen Dr. Barbara Brandoln 

became its director. Drs. Pat 

Kochanek , Michael Pinsky, 

Yan Xu. and Mitch Fink 

achieved fac ulty te nure, and 

Dr. Pei Tang became the fi rst 

female faculty member in the 

tenure stream. Finally. Schertz 

research fe llowshi ps \ve re 

awarded to yo ung facu lty 

members each yea r of Dr. 

Firestone's adm inistration. 

(continued on page 4) 
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Focus continued . . 

A permanent o ffi ce of Facu lty 

Development was established 

w ith Dr. Pete r Winrer as its 

director. and the Depa rtmenral 

Executive Steering Committee 

deve loped a Depa rtment 

Mission Statement. Dr. Daniel 

Martich was appointed 

directo r of the Clinica l Info r­

mation System for the UPMC 

Health System, and o ur 

departmental merit system for 

eva luatio n of faculty members 

became fully compute ri zed 

and automated . The foll owing 

faculty membe rs received 

academic pro motion: Drs . 

Angus, Baldisse ri. Boujoukos, 

Carcillo . Clark . ope, Danie l, 

Greenburg, Ke llum , Kochanek, 

Kram r, Krohner, Lebovitz, 

lVla nde ll , Martich, Pate l, 

Rogers, Rudy, chaefer, Scott, 

Sirio, Soliman , Sul li van, 

Tishe rman , Venkata raman. 

Will iams, and Xu. 

Change and growth were 

evident on the ad ministrati ve 

front as we ll. Two clinical 

vice cha irs were establi shed: 

Dr. Richard Bjerke became 

vice cha irman for the aca­

demic hospitals; Dr. Richard 

Firesto ne 's supervision. where 

it continues to res ide roday. 

Dr. Firestone also appointed 

Information Techno logy teams 

to focus o n revenue, because 

brand new software for 

anesthesia billing had to be 

developed o n beha lf of the 

Un ivers ity of Pittsburgh 

Physicians. The budget grew 

fro m $20 mi llion to $66 

million and rem~lined bal­

anced each yea r until the 

present. Additiona ll y. for the 

first time in 25 yea rs, the 

De partment sponsored the 

Annual Meeting of the Asso­

ciat ion for Unive rsity Anesthe­

sio logists in 1999. Dr. 

Fi resrone served o n the se~l rch 

committees for the chairmen 

of both Surgery and Emer­

gency Medicine , and he 

cha ired the search committee 

in Radi o logy. 

Dr. Firestone 's immediate 

predecessor as Department 

chairman, Peter M. \Xlinter, 

MD , paid tribute to his succes­

sor. "Dr. Firestone successfu lly 

wa lked the tightrop between 

increased xternal pressures 

and decreased funding, whi le 

Feduska , vice chairman for the continuing ro build an out-

community hosp ita ls. Dr. standing academic depart-

Firesto ne initiated a program ment," he sa id." po n his 

for practice managers to ass ist departure, the Department 

each o f the chiefs. The OR ranked high among the 

Informatics System, the source natio n's leaders in academic 

of OR data charts and othe r ~lnesthes i ology and critical care 

criti cal management too ls, was medicine. \X1e are indebted to 

re located to the Anesthes io l- Len for his leadership unde r 

ogy De partment unde r Dr. such difficul t circumstances." 

II Anesthesiology jCCM 

That testimonial was echoed you for your va li ant efforts 

by Dr. \Vinter's predecessor. over fi\ 'e yea rs, and for your 

Dr. Peter Safar, who sa lutes successes in keep ing the 

Dr. Firestone fo r ha Ving sh ip on course and 

"resuscitated" the Dep~lrtmen(s strengthen ing it." 

programs. "\Y.!e are gratefu l to 

Dr. John Williams Appointed Interim Chairman 

On May 1, John P. Williams, MD began 

serving as interim chai rman of the 

Department o f AnestheSiology & Critical 

Care Medicine. after School of Medicine 

Dean Arthur S. Levine, MD a ked him to 

fi ll the vacancy left when Dr. Leonard 

Firestone stepped down from the 

cha irmanship. 

Dr. Williams had been chie f of Anesthes i­

o logy and med ica l director of Surgical 

Scheduling at PMC Presbyte rian since 

Ju ly 2000 after having served in the same 

capac ity - as act ing chief and directo r -

si nce September 1999. He came to UPMC 

in 1998 from the UCLA School of Medi­

cine in Los Angeles, where he was 

director of Cardio thoracic Anesthesiology 

and co-director of Surgical Inte nsive Care 

Medicine . Prior to his UCLA appointment, 

he was director of Card iothoracic Anes­

theSiology at the Unive rsity of Texas 

Medica l School in Houston. 

Dr. Williams 

D,: QUill lau 

Dr. Caldwell 

The former director of Cardiac Anesthesio logy, Joseph 

Quinlan, MD has been appOinted interim chief at Presby, 

and John Caldwell, MD is now acting director of the 

Cardiac Anesthesio logy Division. 

Dr. Levine has invited Dr. Marshall \Xlebster, vice chai rman 

of the Department of Surgery, to lead a Sea rch Committe 

to find a permanent chairman for the Department o f 

Anesthesiology. 



Clinca. Services 

.Ilol'i(' R. Boldiss(,l'i JIID 

CCM is Key in MWH Service 

Expansion 
hospital ists for patient manage­

ment o n a 24-hour. in-house 

basis. The inre nsivist/ 

hospitalist (II-I) is a board­

certified o r board-elig ible 

physician. surgeon. or e me r­

gency-trained physician with 

specialized tra ining in critica l 

care m d icine . The IH remains 

in the hospital for 24 hou rs. 

providing services as needed 

in the role of: admitting 

physician for all Interna l 

Medicine and Med ica l Oncol-

Anyone who has been to the 

corner of Forbes Avenue and 

Halket Street recently can see 

that something big is happen­

ing at Magee-Womens Hospi­

wI. But one of the most 

s ignificant changes afoot is not 

visible from the o utside . 

Beginning ea rl y this year. 

M\\!H embarked on a program 

to broaden its ca pabilities in 

o rder to serve a \vider circle o f 

patients. The Hospital is 

expa nding key medical and 

surgical areas and adding 

ogy patie nts; on-site ICU Dr. Marie Baldisseri (right) is medical director of the recently expanded GGM 

S1 '£es that \yill extend its 

I' I.~ 'in women's health beyond 

its core programs in obstet ri cs . 

gynecology, and women's 

cancers. 

The more-diverse patient mix 

and changing levels of acu ity 

ca ll for expanded physician 

coverage . and the Division o f 

Critica l Care Medicine has 

risen to the task. The faculty of 

Critical Care Ivled icine at 

Magee has expanded its 

coverage to meet the demand 

of provid ing in-house patie nt 

ca re as attend ing physicians 

for medical and surgical 

patients around the clock , 

seven days a \veek. 

To expand th xist ing CCM 

\ty at Magee . the Division 

is cruiting additional CCM 

st:lff. SpeCificall y, it will add ~It 

least fo ur intens ivist/ 

attending physician ; step-down program at Magee·Womens Hospital. 

"Our role as 

intensiuists wilt not 

change, but it will 

conti nue to increase as 

we take on the 

chatlenges of acting 

as hospitalists . . , 

- Dr. Marie Baldisseri 

unit physician; and ICU gate­

keeper (faCilitating transfer of 

pa tients who a re ready to be 

moved to a less-acute setting). 

Dr. Marie R. Baldisseri, the 

present medica l director o f 

Critica l Ca re Medicine at 

MWH, \vill continue to d irect 

a nd ad ministrate this new 

program and the physicians 

who will jo in the fa culty. 

According to Dr. Baldisse ri , the 

members o f the medical and 

surg ica l staffs at Magee are 

very e nthusiasti c about CC/V,'s 

upgraded level of in-house 

patient coverage. 

"Our role as intens ivists \vill 

not change. but it wiJJ con­

tinue to increase as we take on 

the chaJJenges of acting as 

hosp italists," Dr. Ba ldisseri 

says. "Not only \vi ll we 

continue to care fo r our sicker 

patients in the lCU . but we 

will be acting as hospitalists to 

manage pat ie nt-care pro bl e ms 

th,lt arise o n rhe patient r100rs. 

This unique ro le of inre nsivist/ 

hospitalist wi ll set the standard 

of care for hospitals he re in 

Pittsburgh and throughout the 

country. 

"In addition to five ICU beds 

th:lt \ve already have at Magee, 

we w ill be creating e ight 

monitored beds. These wi ll be 

(continued on page 6) 

.f'if\ ~~~.' 
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Clinical Services 

(continued from page 5) 

"I have made a 

p ersonal commitment 

that, as we expand 

clinical services, we will 

care/or women better 

than anyone else. " 

- Irma Goertzen, 

Magee CEO 

step-down beds for patients 

who no longer require the 

intensity of services provided 

in the ICU, but require a 

higher level of medical and 

nursing care." Dr. Bald isseri , 

who also se rves as medica l 

director of the Intensive Care 

Unit and Respiratory Ca re 

Services at Magee, says that 

she expects tbe new unit to be 

comple ted by December of 

this yea r. 

Aware that its expa nsion 

provides fo r more-diverse 

levels of acute ca re, Magee has 

also expanded irs capabilities 

in the Emergency Department. 

The Hospital has contracted 

with Emergency Resource 

Manageme nt Inc. (ERNlI) to 

provide phys ician coverage for 

the Emergency Department, 

complementing the OB/ Gyn 

residents who continue to 

serve in the ED. A component 

of UPMC Hea lth System's 

II Anesthesiology j CCM 

Diversified Services Division, 

ERMI provides profeSS ional 

emergency physician services 

to several community hospi­

tals. ERMI made an assessment 

of Magee's Emergency Depart­

ment needs and is transition­

ing coverage unde r the 

direction of Dr. Michael 

Ginsburg, ERMI's chief medica l 

officer. 

Expa nsion of se rvices at 

Magee will also help the 

UPMC Hea lth System to meet 

the demand for inpatient beds, 

the availability of which has 

been increaSingly tight re­

cently, especially at UPMC 

Shadyside and UPMC Presbyte­

rian. Magee's expanded role 

enables it to prov ide care for 

patients currently using other 

UPNIC hospitals. 

In the midst of all of the 

changes , Magee \v ill ma intain 

its specia lty position as a 

premier provider of wome n's 

hea lth care . Says Irma 

Goertze n, chief executive 

officer at Magee, "I have made 

a personal commitment that , 

as we expand clinica l services, 

we w ill ca re for "vomen be tte r 

than anyone e lse - whether it 

be gastroenterology, minimally 

invasive surgery, or inte rnal 

medicine . The woman will 

remain at the center of all 

we do.' 

Mediterranean Update 

Barely into qts second year of clinical 

operation, the Istituto Mediterraneo 

per i Trapianti e Terapie ad alta 

Specializzazione (IsMeTI, or UPMC 

Pale rmo , Ita ly) received authoriza tion 

in April to begin a liVing-related Iiver­

tra nsplantati on program. According 

to Victor L. Scott, MD , director of 

Anesthesiology/ CCM and OR Services 

Dr. Scali 

at IsMeTI, the p rogram was undertaken in the fo llow­

ing weeks and will be re-evaluated after a yea r to 

determine its pe rmanent status. 

The Anesthesiology Division of IsMeTI sponsored the 

first in a series of four symposia fo r the development 

of strategies for the management of orga n do nors in ~ 
SiCil y. The Istituto has also begun a clinical trial of the 

Molecular Absorbents ReCirculating System (MAH.S) as 

a liver-assist device. Dr. Scott says that observations 

have been interesting so far, genera ting severa l ab-

stracts, four of which were accepted fo r presentation at 

the International Liver Transplantation Society meeting 

this summer in Be rlin . 

Two new faculty membe rs have joined the Anesthesio l­

ogy Division at IsMeTI, to ass ist in develo ping the 

cardiovascular program: Dr. Michael Chandler, 
former vice chairman of the Utah Va lley Regional 

Medical Center and director of Ca rdiovascular Anesthe­

siology; and Dr. Michael Moellenhoff, who recently 

completed a fellowship in cardiovascular anesthesiol­

ogy at the University of California, San Diego. Dr. 

Howard Doyle, who had been a member of IsMeTT's 

Critical Care Medicine faculty, has returned to Pitts­

burgh to join the CCM faculty at UPMC 



Education News 

Residency Program 

Matches 100% 

The University o f Pittsburgh's 

Anesthesio logy Residency 

program had a no ther success­

ful yea r in the Na ti o nal 

Res ident Matching Program , 

matching a ll 13 positions 

offe red for the post-graduate 

year-2 (PGY2) class. These 

residents w ill begin their first 

yea r of clin ica l anesthesio logy 

training in July 2002 . Th is 

yea r's result surpasses even 

the superi o r fill rate of 90% 

that the De partme nt achieved 

in last yea r's Match. 

I), .-,- (: to r of Anesthes iology 

Educa tion Programs Rita 

Patel, MD att ri butes the 

successful o utcome to initia­

tives in the cl inica l and 

d idactic aspects of the Resi­

dency Progra m itse lf, the 

a ppeal of newer methods o f 

instruction , such as case­

ma nagemem sess io ns, evi­

dence-based med icine, and 

human simulatio n, and the 

participation of De panme m 

facu lty membe rs in the Medi­

ca l Stude nt program. Dr. Pate l 

a lso comme nds facu lty. 

residents, and the administra­

tive staff for the ir organizatio n, 

effic iency, and tea mwork , 

especially d uri ng the busy 

interviewing season. 

$'!x of the 13 applica ms w ho 

matched with the Anesthesio l­

ogy Residency Program fo r 

academic yea r 2002-03 are 

stude ms at the Unive rs ity o f 

Pittsburg h School of Medicine. 

The re maining are stude nts at: 

The Uni ve rs ity of Ca li fo rnia at 

San Diego, SUl\Ty Syracuse , 

SUl\Ty Stony Brook, The 

Medica l Co llege of Pe nnsylva­

nia-Hahne mann , Pe nn State 

Unive rs ity, Ohio State Univer­

sity, and Kyoto University , 

Japan. 

Training Program 

Reaccredited 

Paul L. Rogers , MD , directo r 

of the Multidisciplinary Critical 

Ca re Training Program 

(MCCTP) , has announced that 

the Surgica l Critical Ca re 

Training Program has been re­

aco'ed ited for four years by 

the Accreditiat ion Cou ncil for 

Gradu ate Med ical Educa tio n 

(ACGME). Samuel A. 

Tisherman, MD is directo r of 

the Surgica l Critica l Ca re 

Fellowship, which is o ne track 

in the MCCTP. 

2001 Graduates 

Step into Future 

Over the past 40 yea rs , a lumni 

o f the Anesthesio logy Res i­

de ncy o r o ne of the 

Dep anme m's fe llmvship 

programs have gone o n to 

make o utsta nding comribu­

tions in the ir fie ld. At the time 

that this issue of Anesthesiol­

ogy & Critical Care News went 

to press, the fo llowing mem-

be rs o f the Class o f 2001 were 

ce rtain o f the ir plans for the 

immediate future : 

From the Anesthes io logy 

Res idency Program: Meera 

Appaswamy. MD and 

Harinarayan 

Balasubramanian, MBBS w ill 

e nter the fe llowship in Pain 

Medicine at UPMC; Jamuna 
Chalasani, MD \v ill joi n the 

fac ul ty at West Pe nn Hospital: 

Paul Davies, MD w ill enter a 

fe llowsh ip in Pa in Manage­

ment at Johns Ho pkins 

Uni versity; Marie Manrique, 
MD w ill re turn to the Philip­

pin s; Andrew Murray, 

MBChB will begin a fe llo~'ship 

in Cardiothoracic Anesthes io l­

ogy at UPMC; Jian Zhong 

Sun, MD completed the 

Reside ncy Prog ram in Febru­

ary a nd is no\v a me mber of 

the fa cu lty at Tho mas Jefferson 

Unive rsity . 

From the Pediatric Anesthesio l­

ogy Fe llowship, Jesus Apuya, 

MD w ill join the UPMC faculty , 

locl/l1I tenens, a t Chi Idren's 

Hospita l; as of press time . 

future plans are no t yet 

decided for Gregory 

Cambier, MD. Peter 

Hatzidiakos , NID, and Felice 

Vabnick MD. \vho \v ill 

comple te the ir fe llowships in 

Septe mber. Plans we re also 

indefin ite at press time for 

Athanasios MagimbL MD of 

the Pain Medicine Fell mvship. 

Doug MacLear, MD com­

ple ted his fe ll mvship in Pain 

Med icine last March and is 

now in priva te practice in Lake 

Worth. FL 

From the MCCTP. Alison 

Gimbel. MD has chose n to 

complete a year of train ing in 

Pulmo nary Medicine at the 

Unive rsity of Pittsburgh ; Scott 

Gunn. MD a nd Ramesh 

Venkataralnan. MD are 

jo ining the Criti cal Care 

Medicine fa culty at UPMC; 

Abdul-Karim Haffar. MD has 

accepted a position at To ledo 

Clinic. Toledo, OH: Jan Kasal, 

MD , at Crossvill e Hosp ita l, 

I n o;-,.'v ill e . TN; Victor GOlnez , 

MD has joined a pulmonary 

med icine p ractice in Georgia; 

Salam Rajjoub, MD . wi ll 

practice p ulmo nary medicine 

at United Hospital in 

Clarksburg, WI\!. Stuart Leon, 

MD w ill be a Trauma fellow 

and junio r fac ul ty me mbe r at 

Pitt; Jan Levora, MD is 

re turning to Czechoslova kia to 

pract ice ne ph ro logy a nd 

cri tica l ca re med icine , and 

Abrar Khan, MD w ill practice 

in Ga ry. IN. Azmat Qayyum. 

MO ~' ill re ma in at the Unive r­

sity of Pittsburg h as an 

inre nsivist/ hospitalist a t Magee­

Wome ns Hospita l: Shashank 

Saxena. MO w ill e nte r the 

UP!VIC Pa in Med icine Fe ll o \v­

ship program . Plans are 

indefinite for Moustafa 

Hassan. MO and 

Ravichandran 

Theerthakarai, MD. 
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Education News 

Graduation Banquet 

Celebrates Department's 

40th Year 

Graduates of the Dep artme nt 

o f Anesthes iology & Critical 

Care Medicine's various 

training programs we re 

ho nored at a special Gradua­

tion Banquet June 16 at the 

Twentie th CentLllY Club in 

Oakland. The occasion was 

also a cele bration of the 

Departme nt"s 40111 Anni versary. 

Interim Chairman John P. 

Williams, MD we lcomed the 

graduates and g uests, and then 

introduced the Dep artme n(s 

fo unding cha irma n, Peter 

Safar, MD. Dr. Safar 

chro nicled the early years o f 

Anesthesiology at Pitt, ac­

knowledging many who had 

he lped to build the De part­

ment into one of the largest in 

the world. Those names 

inc luded Drs . Jan Smith, 

Donald Benson, and Ake 

Grenvik, who each gave a 

brief address . Outsta nding 

members of the Class of 2001 

then rece ived awards for 

the ir achieve ments, and a 

numbe r of fa c ulty me mbe rs 

were recogni zed for their 

contrib utions . 

Dr. Leonard Firestone received recognition from 
Dr. Rita Patel on behalf of the Residency Program. 
Drs. Patel and Firestone presented each member of 
the Anesthesiology Residency Class of 2001 with his 
or her Graduation Certificate, along with a gift. 

Drs. Rita Patel and Leonard Firestone with Dr. Andrew 
Murray, recipient of the Mark H. Gilliand, MD Award for 
Best Clinical Resident. 

Dr. Paul Rogers presented certificates to the graduates of the CCM Fellowship; Dr. Ann Thompson commended 
the fellows in Pediatric Critical Care Medicine; and Dr. Peter Safar recognized Safar Center for Resuscitation 
Research fellow Wilhelm Behringer, MD. 

Cente r for Resusc itatio n 

Research fellow Wilhelm 

Behringer, MD ; and Ann 
Dr. Wi lliams presented a Thompson, MD , commended 

to Stuart Leon, MD. Director 

of Anesthesiology Edu cation 

Programs Dr. Rita Patel 
presented this year's Ma rk H. 

GiJliand , MD Awa rd for Best 

Clinical Resident to Andrew 

W. Murray, MB ChB; The 

res idents also gave special 

recognition to Dr. Murra y as 

depa rting chie f resident. 

The residents chose Theresa 

Gelzinis , lVID to rece ive the 

Dr. Le roy Harris Award for 

Exce lle nce in Teaching . Othe r 

fa cul ty me mbe rs received 

accla im for the ir dedica tion 

and exce ll e nce as educato ~ 

certificate to the 2001 Charles the fellows in Pediatri c Critical 

A. Schertz Fellow, Yong 'Kato' Care Medicine . Multidisci-

Han, MD and formally an- plinary Critical Care Training 

nounced Mark Hall, MD as 

the Schertz Fellow for 2002. 

Dr. Safar recognized Safar 

II Anesthesiology jCCM 

Program Director Paul 

Rogers , MD presented the 

CCM Fellmv of the Year awa rd 

Patrick Forte , MD and 

Robert Lawler, MD we re 

ho no red fo r exceJlence in the 



clinica l teaching o f medical 

students, and William 

McIvor, MD received the Peter 

M. Winter Award for Excel­

lence in Med ica l Student 

Teaching. Dr. Pate l acknowl­

edged the educationa l contri­

butions of fa culty members: 

Patricia Dalby, MD; Terry 

Edwards, MD; Helene 

Finegold, MD; James 

Greenberg. MD; Paul 

Kempen, MD, PhD: 

GGM Fellow of the Year Stuar t Leon, MD (above) 
receives congratulations from Drs. Nicholas Bircher 
and Samuel Tisherman. 

Drs . Mitch Fink (top left) and Jan Smith (left) 
also addressed the audience. 

Victor Kubit, MD: Michael 

Mangione, MD; David Metro, 

MD; Jacquelyn Morillo­

Delerme, MD; Steven 

Orebaugh, MD; Juhan Paiste: 

MD; anc! Nasser Sonbolian, 

MD. Dr. DavidJ. Kramer was 

chosen to receive the Al<e 

Grenvik CCM Faculty of the 

Year A\va rd. However, because 

o f his new commitments at the 

Mayo Clin ic in Jacksonville . 

Florida (see story on page 18) , 

Chief CCM Fellow Scott 

Gunn, MD mac!e the presenta­

tion at Dr. Kramer's farewell 

party one week ea rli er. 

Drs. Leonard Firestone anc! 

Rita Patel presented each 

member of the Anesthesio logy 

Residency Class of 2001 w ith 

his o r her Graduation Certifi­

ca te, along w ith a g ift. Dr. 

Rogers presented certificates to 

the graduates o f the CCM 

Guests at the 40'h Anniversary 
celebration included: (back row, 
left to right) Drs. John Scott, Donald 
Benson, Milton Black, William Stept, 
Herbert Kunkel Sr. , Jack Quinn, 
Bulent Kirimli, (center row) Dr. Ruben 
Tenicela, (front row) Mr. Bela f ross, 
and Drs. Ake Grenvik, Peter Safar, 
and Stephen Finestone. All were 
either facu lty members or fellows 
during the Department 's early years 
in the 1960s. 

Fellowship. except Moustafa 

Hassan. MD (the only su rgeon 

in the graduating COd Fellow­

ship class), w ho received h is 

certificate from Samuel 

Tisherman, MD: and 

Shashank Saxena. MD (the 

onl y anesthesiologist in the 

class), w ho received his from 

Nicholas Bircher. MD. 

Honored guests at the ce lebra­

tion included Peter Winter, 

MD, \v ho W~IS Department 

chairman from 1979 to 1996, 

and the following. \vho were 

either faculty members or 

fellows during the Depart­

ment's ea rl y yea rs in the 1960s: 

Richard Bennett. DDS: Dona ld 

Benson . MD; Milton Black . 

MD; Bela Eross; Stephen 

Finestone. MD; Ake Grenvik, 

MD; Bu lent I irim li , J\lJD; 

Herbert Ku nke l Sr. , MD: 

Stanislav Pa utler, MD; Jack 

Quinn. MD; John Scott, MD; 

Jan Smith MBChB, MRCP: 

William Stept, MD; Ruben 

Ten ice la. MD; :lI1d David 

Torpey, MD. 

In Dr. Safar'S closing ~\ords to 

the graduates : "You are now 

confronting ne'w cha llenges . 

In spite of impressive new 

technologies, T urge you to 

retain your focus on patients, 

and to be inquisi ti ve, collegial. 

dedicated , and enthusiasti c. . 

To those leaving and those 

remaining under the leader­

ship of John Will iams. the 

ghosts of the 19605 \vish you 

a great future." 
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Research News 

NIH Funds Sepsis Study 

The Department of Anesthesi­

o logy and Criti ca l Care Med i­

cine has been a\va rded a gran t 

from the National Institutes o f 

Hea lth fo r a multicente r stud y 

e nt itled Gel/etic and lnj1aJJ7 -

maro r) ' Mar/JeJ"s q/Sepsis. The 

g rant fu nds a stud y that will 

use a large coho rt o f patients 

with community-acquired 

pneumo nia to explore in deta il 

the re latio nships among 

genetic polymorphisms and 

the inflammato ry response in 

sepsis. The investigators wi ll 

anal yze a ll e li c va riations in the 

coding o r non-coding regio ns 

o f genes whose prod ucts are 

important in the regula tion of 

the inflammatory response. 

They w ill also collect and 

eva luate clinica l data . Among 

the study's othe r aims, the 

resea rche rs hope that it will be 

va luable in designing cl inica l 

tri als and in improving patie nr 

ca re . Derek Angus , MB ChB 

is principal investigato r in the 

stud y: John A. Kellum, MD is 

co-principa l investigator. 

De pa rtment co-investigators 

include Russell Delude, PhD, 

Mitchell P. Fink, MD , 

Michael R. Pinsky, MD and 

Alex Krichevsh.-y DVM , PhD. 

Additional co-investigators 

re present the De partme nts o f 

Medi cine , Pediatrics, Human 

Gene tics, and Biostatics at the 

nivers ity of Pittsbu rgh; the 

North Shore Unive rs ity 

Hospita l in Manhasset, Y; 

Norwalk Health Syste m in 

Norwa lk, CT; and Qualid igm 

o f Midd letown, CT. 

Army Joins Navy in 

Supporting SCRR Efforts 

The .S. Army is now funding 

one arm of the Safar Cente r for 

Hesuscitation Research projects 

formerly funded e ntire ly unde r 

a U.S. Navy grant. Since 1996, 

th Navy has supported twin 

SCRR projects conducted with 

the a im of developing nove l 

Derek Allglls ,lIB ebB 
j ol.>l/ A. /,'e/lllill .I/D 

Peter Sa/ar .IID 
So lillie! A. Tisbe/"li/Ci/l .lID 
Briol/ Il""i/li{l/liS .lID 

interventions fo r exsa nguinat­

ing combat casua lties . The 

studies invo lve outcome 

mode ls of hemorrhagic shock 

in ra ts and suspended anima­

tion in dogs. The prima ry 

goa ls of the project are : 1) to 

develop optimized flu id, d rug, 

and hypothermiC the rap ies fo r 

management of h mo rrhagic 

shock, to extend the "golden 

ho ur"' of survivab ili ty; and 2) 

to develop a method of 

ma naging victims of exsa n­

guinating cardiac arrest. us ing 

suspended animatio n (preser­

vation of the entire o rga nism 

du ring pulselessness fo r 

transport and surgica l re pa ir) . 

The U. S. Army w ill th is yea r 

assume the support of the 

uspe nded Animat ion branch 

of the study, with Peter Safar. 

MD as principa l investiga to r 

and Samuel A. Tisherman, 

MD as co-PI. The Navy 

continues to fu nd the stud ies 

on He morrhag ic Shock, fo r 

which Dr. Tishe rman is the PI. 

and Dr. Safar the co-PI. 

Dr. Brian Williams 
Receives NIH Research 
Award 

Dr. Brian Williams has 
received a Mento red 
Patient-Oriented Research 
Career D evelopmenr Award 
(K23) from the National 
Institutes o f H ealth to swdy 
the effect o f nerve-b lock 

pain management on o ut­
comes fo llowing outpatient 
anrerio r cruciate ligament 
(ACL) reconstruction. 

New Sponsored Projects February 2001 - July 2001 (does not include ongoing projects) 

The hypotheSiS is that 

patients undergoing nerve­
block analgesia \vill demon­
strate better o utcomes in the 
areas of self-reported 
recovery, physica l functiofL 
and objective measures ot \ 
neuromuscular function. 

Patients in the study w ill 
receive conventional spinal 
anesthes ia fo r ACL recon­
su-uction and be random­
ized to rece ive femoral 

nerve-block analgeSia w ith 
either a single injection or a 

continuous infusion for two 
days, or saline p lacebo. The 
specific aim is to determine 
the quali ty of immediate 
recovery (from anesthesia) 
and extent of reported pain . 

and to determine w hether 
the use o f nerve-block 
analgesia is associated with 

impa irmenr of quadriceps 

femoris torque output. 
Comparisons wi ll also be 
m ade of the sing le-injecrion 

and continuo us-infusion 
methods o f administration , 

FEDERAL GRANTS 

Faculty Member Role on the Project Agency Name/Agency Grant Number 

Derek Angus PI NIH 
1 R01 GM61992 

Samuel Tisherman PI U.S. Navy 
NOO014-01 -1 -0378 

Brian Williams PI NIH 
1 K23 AR47631 

FOUNDATION GRANTS 

Faculty Member Role on the Project Agency Name 

Brian Williams PI International Anesthesia 
Research Society 

Em Anesthesiology/ CCM 

Project Title 

Genelic and Inflammatory 
Markers of Seps is 

Novel Resuscitation from Lethal 
Hemorrhage - increasing Survival 
of Combat Casualties 

Outcomes after ACL Reconstruc-
lion Femoral Nerve Block 

Project Title 

Outcomes after ACL Reconstruc-
tion: The effect of Femoral Nerve 
Block Analgesia 

Project Period 

4/1/01-3/31/05 

3/1/01-12/31/02 

4/1/01-2/28/06 

Project Period 

1/1/01 -1 2/31/02 

to determ ine the better 

dosing strategy. The 
proposed studies are 

expected to identi fy more 
effective methods o f 

anesthetic management for 

selected orthopedic 
procedures. 



21st Century Scientists 

Enrich Molecular Research 

at Pitt 

By Ferenc Cyu/ai, MD 

In late 1992 and ea rl y 1993, 

Dr. Leonard Firestone, then 

vice chairman for research, 

rec ru ited th r e brilliant sc ien­

tists to the Department 's 

Resea rch Fa culty: Yan Xu , 

PhD from UC San Francisco, 

Gregg Homanics , PhD from 

the University of North Caro­

lina , and Pei Tang, PhD from 

UC Berkeley. At the time, all 

three \vere approaching the 

point of becoming indepe n­

d0 investiga tors. The li nes 

oY'llleir investigations reso­

nated with and sign ificant ly 

extended the Depa rtment's 

al ready ongOing resea rch 

efforts. 

The primary foc us of Dr. Xu's 

and Dr. Ta ng's investi gations 

was to explore the hypothes is 

that the state of general 

anesthesia is bro ught about by 

anesthetic bind ing to a group 

of preferred s ites in the 

neurona l me mbrane. These 

sites are identified by using 

nuclea r magnetic resonance 

(NMR) cross-relaxation and 

selective po lari zation transfe r 

between nu cle i in anesthetics 

and in membranes . Drs. 

Firestone and Homan ics 
t ' loped transgenic tech-

niques to study the pu tative 

molecular targets of anesthet­

ics and e tha no l, testing the 

hypothes is that tha t these 

agents target certa in gamma­

aminobutyri c acid r ceptor 

(GABA,,-R) subunits. 

Initia ll y Dr. Xu's stud ies were 

funded by an IIH Director 

Shannon's awa rd and a First 

Independent Resea rch Support 

and Tra nsitio n (FIRST) awa rd 

(H29) , w hich he successfull y 

converted into an HOI grant, 

ma in ta ining his focus on NMH 

studies of the mechanisms of 

gene ra l anesthesia. Subse­

q uentl y, Dr. Homanics re­

ceived an HOI awa rd to 

investigate ethanol mecha­

nisms in GABAt\-H gene­

ta rgeted mice, and Dr. Tang 

was a\varded an HOI grant to 

study bas ic, unifying characte r­

istics of specific anesthetic 

inte ractions with channe l­

fo rming pep tides using NMR. 

In addition, during the last 

seven yea rs, Dr. Xu has also 

ca rried o ut NM H investigations 

of cer bral p rotectio n and 

recovery after Circulatory 

a rrest. His second NIH HO I 

award foc uses p rimaril y on 

corre lating histo patho logic and 

neurobehav io ra l outcomes 

'w ith regional cerebra l blood 

fl ow, cerebra l io n and \-vate r 

homeostasis, and brain­

metabo lism data obta ined 

using NMH imaging. 

During their tenure in Pi tts­

burgh, Drs. Xu and Tang have 

published 22 peer-reviewed 

articles and 50 peer-reviewed 

Drs. Pei Tang and Yan Xu employ nuclear magnetic resonance (NMR) technology 
to study the mechanisms of anesthetic action in the central nervous system. 
They are also studying cerebral protection and recovery after circulatory arrest, 
by correlating magnetic resonance imaging and magnetic resonance spectros­
copy with histopathologic and neurobehavioral outcomes in a rat model of 
cardiac arrest. 

Dr. Gregg Homanics uses gene targeting in embryonic stem cells to develop 
mice with specific genetic mutations. His studies are shedding light on the 
mechanism of action of alcohol and general anesthetics, using mice produced 
with defined mutations in specific genes associated with the neurochemical 
response to GABA. 

abstracts . They a re currently 

funded by three NIH HOI 

awards and a computing 

resource award from the 

Na tional Scienc Fou nda tion. 

Dr. Homanics has p ublished 

31 peer-r viewed articles and 

70 peer-revie\ved abstracts. 

He is now funded by four HOI 

grants and is principal investi­

gato r on a project that is pan 

of a program project grant. 
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I Faculty News . 

Faculty Inventors 

Spotlighted 

To twist a phrase , the fru it o f 

necess ity is invention. Whethe r 

in the area of c li nica l ca re, 

ed ucatio n, or resea rch, if the 

necess ity - the miss ing p iece -

is a concept, a formula , or a 

dev ice that does not yet exist, 

it ma y be that it will soon 

e me rg fro m the inventive 

imaginatio n o f one of the 

me mbe rs o f the faculty. 

Innova tio ns developed by 

Departme nt faculty membe rs 

have recently caught the 

atte ntio n of the editorial sta ff 

of PittMed, the University of 

Pittsbu rgh School of Medicine 

quarte rl y maga zine . Joseph A. 

Carcillo , MD and Echv in K. 

Jackson , PhD \vere highli ghted 

in a feature sto ry in the 

magazine 's January 2001 issue . 

Drs . Ca rcillo and Jackson 

deve loped a treatme nt that 

both prevents a nd trea ts 

sepsis-ind uced re nal fa ilu re . 

The article focused on the 

Unive rs ity o f Pittsburgh's 

O ffi ce o f Technology Ma nage­

me nt, whi ch is responsible for 

the pro tection and comme r­

cia li za tion of intellectua l 

pro pe rty developed at Pitt and 

the UPMC. Through a peer­

rev i 'IV p rocess , the OTM's 

Techno logy Tra nsfer Commit­

tee eva luates the scie ntifi c 

merit a nd feas ibility, and the 

pate nt and commercial pote n-

Anesthesiology jCCM 

tia l o f the inte llectual pro pe rty 

and the n decides whethe r o r 

no t to apply for a patent and 

seek to market the inventio n. 

''Trea tme nt of se psis-ind uced 

acute re nal fa ilure ," which 

e mploys a phosphodiest rase­

blocking age nt, was granted 

U.S. Patent No. 5,849,774 in 

Decembe r 1998. Dr. Carcillo is 

a membe r of the Pediatri c 

Criti ca l Care Medicine faculty 

and an associate di recto r o f 

the Pediatric Intensive Ca re 

Unit a t Children's Hospita l. 

Dr. Jackson is a professor o f 

pharmacology at the School o f 

Medicine . 

The subsequent issue of 

PittMed , p ublished in April , 

ca rried a feature StOlY on a 

concept deve loped by John 

Schaefer, MD and fo rmer 

faculty member Re ne 

Gonza les, MD . Manufactured 

by Lae rdal, Inc. , "AirMan " was 

conceived in ans\ver to the 

n ed fo r a more portable -

and mo re affordable - training 

manneq uin capable of s im ulat­

ing clinical scenarios invo lving 

both no rmal and difficult­

airway conditions. The tra ining 

mannequins available prio r to 

AirMa n's appearance we re 

des igned with essentia ll y 

no rmal airway anato my. Ful l­

sca Ie , computer-aided mode ls, 

some of which could be made 

to s imulate cond itio ns of 

diffi cult airway, \ve re too 

expe nsive and too bulky to be 

josepb A . Cm'cillo JID 
Palll f(elllpell .I/D 

.101m I Scbae/el' .IID 
Pelel' SCi/a I' J1ID 

practical on a la rge sca le . 

Beca use hea lth ca re profes­

s ionals may enco unte r criti ca l 

s ituations involving rea l 

patients with airway anoma­

lies , the challe nge fo r Drs. 

Schaefe r and Go nza les was to 

deve lop a realistic and pra cti­

ca l airway-manage me nt 

training tool that cou ld b 

made more wide ly access ible 

to training programs. The ir 

"Tra ining ma nneq uin fo r 

management of no rmal a nd 

abnormal airways" secured 

U.S . Patent No. 5,823,787 in 

October 1998. 

On March 27, 2001 , Paul 

Kempen, MD was issued U.S. 

Pate nt No. 6,206,858 fo r "Blunt 

tip cannula w ith access p in." 

The ma in adva ntage o f Dr. 

Kempen's pate nted device is 

that it a llmvs access into drug 

vials and latex ports th at are 

no t p re-pierced. The concept 

p rovides for direct access o f 

latex or ru bbe r me mbranes 

using a blunt ca nnula. The 

blu nt cannulae that are 

curre ntly on the ma rket are 

li mited by the drawback that 

they are inte nded for use only 

with pre-pierced me mbranes, 

making a sharp need le neces­

sa ry in order to withd ra\v the 

drug into the syringe . 

By 1995, Distingui hed 

Professor Peter Safar, MD, 

along with Safar Ce nte r fo r 

Resuscitation Research col-

leagues S. William Stezoski, 

and Miroslav Klain , !vlD , 

PhD, had secured two U.S. 

patents. o ne fo r the develop­

ment of a po rtab le . mul ti­

modular e me rgency ca rd iopu l­

monalY bypass ap pa ratus and 

the method o f its use, a nd the 

o the r fo r an ao rti c ba lloon 

ca thete r Cs ing le- o r do uble­

balloon) that ca n be used for 

flu shing o r reCirculating blood 

and fluids to sp cifi c vascular 

beds. The Univers ity o f 

Pittsburgh has since li censed 

these patents to the Ca rdeon 

Co rp. o f Ca li fo rnia , w ho has 

added exte nsio ns based on 

four additio na l pate nts se- \ 

cu red by the Sa fa r tea m. 

bypass is mea nt fo r ope n­

chest o r closed-chest veno-

a rte rial pumping - via a n 

oxygenato r - fo r comrol o f 

b lood fl ow, pressure, tempe ra­

ture , a nd compos itio n . The 

apparatu s ma y be po rtab le, to 

a llow use by tra i ned pe rson­

ne l respo nding a nyw he re . In 

additio n, the dev ice is ada pt­

able to a ll ow incl usio n of one 

o r mo re modul es fo r "condi­

tioning" the blood. suc h as a 

hea t exchanger, plasma and 

blood-ce ll aphe r s is device, 

a nd othe rs. 



Faculty News Briefs 

• Raymond M. Planinsie , 

MD and his coll eagues Drs. 

Ibtesam Hilmi. Charles 

Boucek, Shushma Aggarwal, 

Susa n Milroy, Jo hn Fung . PB 

Sche lde, and E Erhardsten 

were co-authors o f an abstract 

that was selected as one o f the 

50 poster presentations 

incl uded in th Festschr[!f he ld 

in honor of transplantation 

p io neer Dr. Tho mas Starzl 

April 27-28 on the Unive rs ity 

of Pittsburgh ca mpus. The 

tri bute se rved as a belated 

celebration o f Dr. Sta rzl's 75'11 
bi!J iay, \vhich occurred on 

M~.·~ 11. The abstract, 

entitled "Use of Recombinant 

Facto r VIla May Improve 

Clotting Parameters in Pati ents 

Undergoing O rthotopic Li ve r 

Transplantatio n a Measured 

by Thromboelast- ography," 

was also presented at the 

Inte rnatio na l Li ve r Transplanta­

tion Society 2001 Seventh 

Congress in Berlin July 11-13 . 

In addition. D r. Planinsic was 

an invited speaker at the 6,11 

Novo Nordisk Symposium on 

the Trea tment of Bleeding and 

Thro mbotic Disorders, he ld 

May 3-4, 2001 in Copenhagen. 

Denmark. w he re he gave a 

ta lk based o n recombinant 

factor VIIa use in live r trans­

plantation patie nts . 

f 

• At the annual meeti ng of 

the Associatio n fo r Hospita l 

Medica l Education , Rita Patel, 

MD. Dir cto r of Anesthesio l­

ogy Educatio n Programs, ga ve 

a presentatio n entitled "Best 

Practices in Facul ty Develop­

ment: Educa tiona I Retrea ts .· ' 

The meeting was he ld th is past 

May in Phoenix, Arizona. Dr. 

Patel also participated in 2001. 

An Ed/l calion OcL),sse),. the 

annual meeting of the Socie ty 

for Educatio n in Anesthes i ~1. 

She discussed "Evidence-Based 

Medicine" as part of a pa ne l 

on Encouraging Reside nts to 

"'Think O utside of the Box." 

and she led a workshop o n 

"Evidence-based Medicine in 

Clinical Practice and Educa­

tion." The meeting was he ld 

lVlay 31 through June 3 in 

Cleveland , Ohio . 

• Mitchell P. Fink, MD. chie f 

of the Division of Criti cal Care 

Medicine, has been e lected to 

the Defense Scientifi c Review 

Council , the primary civilian 

sc ie ntific oversight body for 

the Defense Adva nced Re­

sea rch Projects Agency. 

DARPA is a key research and 

deve lopment org~lIl i zation for 

the U.S . Department of 

Defense . Dr. Fink is principal 

investigator of a DARPA-

fu nded project , Ringel' 's Ethy/ 

Pym uate SO//l tion as a Reuo//I ­

tiolla lY Call ntel'l neaSl1 reIor 

tbe Ma llagement of Sepsis in 

Sepl ic Shoc/". 

• Miehael Pinsk-y. MD and Yan Xu, 

PhD ha ve been e lected to the Assoc ia-

ti o n o f University Anesthesiologists. 

Dr. Pinsky is directo r of research in the 
Dr. PiIlS/2)' 

Divisio n of Criti ca l Ca re Medicine. Dr. 

Xu is a member o f the Department's 

research facul ty . 

Dr. XII 

/?a)'lIlolld Plallillsic ,l/D 

l ble:;alll Hillll i 11/0 
C/.wries BOllcek ,liD 
Sblls/J/lw rlpgal'l/'ol ,lID 
Jll ilcbel/ P Fillk ,110 

Cregg E. HOlllallies PbD 

Faculty Promotion 

Gregg E. Homanies, 

PhD has been promoted 

to Associate Professor of 

Anesthesiology/ CCM and 

Associate Pro fessor of 

Pharmacology. 

Welcome, New Faculty 

Members 

The Department 

welcomes the fo llowing 

new and return ing 

faculty members . 

Charles Brindis , MD -
UPMC Shadyside, 
Anesthesio logy 

Howard Doyle, MD -
Critical Care Medicine' 

Scott Gunn, MD -
Critica l Care Medicine 

Mark W. Hall, MD -
Schertz Fellow and V isiting 
Instructor 

Kenneth G. Kalassian, ]\lID 

- Criti ca l Care Medicine 

Juan Ochoa, MD - Critica l 
Care Med icine 

Margaret Satchell, ]\lID -

ViSiting Instructor 

Kimberly D. Statler, MD -
Visiting Insrru ctor 

Ramesh Venkataraman, 
MD - Cri tica l Ca re Medicine 

Li-Ming Zhang, MD -
Visiting Instructor 

'Return ing/rom UPMC 
Pa lermo, JICI ~)I 

Anesthesiology/CCM m 



i Awards Be Honors 

Major Education Awards Go to Dr. Paul Rogers 

At the medical school's ninth annual Curriculum Collo­

qu ium on May 22, Paul L. Rogers, MD , was one of two 

School of Medicine faculty members chosen by Dea n 

Arthur S. Levine, MD to receive the prestigious Kenneth 

E. Schuit Award. The awa rd is given in recognition of 

contributions to the medical school curriculum. Allen L. 

Humphrey, associate professor of neurobiology, was the 

other recipient of this year's Schuit Award. Dea n Levine 

selected the recipients from among basic science and 

clinica l facu lty members who had been nominated by the 

School of Medicine 's Curriculum Committee . 

Dr. Rogers also earned the esteem of the School of 

Medicine 's Class of 2001. The grad uating class elected 

him to receive the Golden Apple Award for Best Clinical 

Teacher, and also chose him as one of three faculty 

members to participate in the g raduation ceremony and 

place the graduation regalia on the students. In addition, 

this yea r's Medical Alumni Association Recognition Award 

was given in Dr. Rogers' name. 

For his excellence as an educator, Or. Paul L. Rogers received 
recognition from students, faculty, and alumni alike. He accepted four 
major honors at the close of Academic Year 2001, including the 
Golden Apple Award for Best Clinical Teacher, 

ED Anesthesiologyj CCM 

PCCM Fellow Wins Clinical 

Research Award 

Pediatric Critical Care J'ded i­

cine Fe llow Hiilya Bayu-, MD, 

was the recipient of the 2001 

Fellow Clinical Research 

Award from the Society for 

Pediatri c Research for her 

abstract entitled Assessment 

a/antiox idant reserve and 

oxidative stress in cerehm­

spina/flu Id ajter severe 

traumatic hrain In/lil y In 

in/ants and children, which 

she presented at the SPR 

meeting in Baltimore on April 

30th, This comprehensive 

work was generated thro ugh a 

collabo ratio n between the 

Tra umatic Brain Injury Pro­

gram at the Safa r Center for 

Resusc itatio n Research and Dr. 

Valerian Kagan's expert free­

radical biology gro up o n the 

RIDC Park campus, The study 

was funded in part by a seed 

grant to Dr. Bayll' from the 

Department of Anesthes io logy/ 

CCM, and also by grants from 

the La erdal Foundation and 

the Unive rsity of Pittsburgh 

Center for Injury Resea rch and 

Control/CDC. 

Residents Win WPSA 

Competition 

Two of the Department's 

anesthesiology residents \von 

recognition for the ir entries in 

Resident Research Competition 

sponsored by the Western 

Pennsylvania Society for 

Anesthesiology, The awards 

were conferred during the 

WPSA meeting held on May 

at the Grand Concourse , 

Station Square . In the Origin:: 

Research category, third-year 

resident Paul Davies , MD w, 

First Place fo r his study on 

'Oral Herpes Simplex H,eacti­

vation Following Intrathecal 

Morph ine : A Prospective, 

Randomized Tri al in the 

Obstetri c Population, " Secol1l 

yea r resident Magdalena 

Anitescu, MD received a Fir: 

Place a\va rd in the Case Rep' 

Category for her submission, 

"Successful Resuscitation 

Amniotic Fluid Embolism 

Complicated with DIC: A Ca~ 

Report and Short Review," 

Presentation Takes 3'd 
Place at ACGME Meeting 

A poster presentation devel­

oped by Drs, Rita Patel and 

Erin Sullivan ,von third priz 

at 'Focus on Medical Excel­

lence," the annual meeting 01 

the Accreditation Cou ncil for 

Graduate Medical Ed uca tion 

(ACGME), he ld in Chicago in 

March of th is yea r. The 

presenta tion \vas entitled 

"Incorporating the Core 

Competencies," The Core 

Competencies are : patient 

ca re; medical knowledge; 

practice-based learning; 

communication; profess ional· 

ism; and systems-based 



Hiil)'a BaYl,.JlID 
Paul Dauies jlfD 
ilfagdalella AllilesclI ;\I/D 
Rlla Palel ilfD 
£,.ill SlIlIi l'all JlID 

practice . The ACGME has Elaine Kasha, CRNA Earns 

required that these be incorpo- Recognition 

rated into all residency training 

programs as of July 2001. The Board of Directors of the 

American Association of Nurse 

Anesthetists has selected 

Dr. Safar Chosen for JH 

Scholar's Society 

Distinguished Professor o f 

Resuscitation Medicine Peter 

Safar, MD has been e lected to 

membership in the Johns 

Hopkins Society of Scholars. 

Induction of new membe rs 

was held on May 23, 2001 in 

Baltimore. The Society honors 

the achievements of men and 

w ~n who invested pa rt of 

the. careers at Johns Hopkins 

Univers ity. Dr. Safar came to 

Pittsburgh in 1961 from 

Ba ltimore, where, since the 

mid-1950s (a t both Johns 

Hopkins and Baltimore City 

Hospital), he had devoted his 

efforts to the research that led 

to the lifesaving methods of 

cardiopulmonary resusc itation. 

Grants Awarded 

Elaine Kasha, CRNA to 

receive the 9111 Annual Clinical 

Instructor of the Year Award. 

The AANA established the 

Award in 1991 to recogni ze 

individuals who have made a 

sign ificant contributio n to the 

teaching of nurse anesthesia 

students in the clinica l area. 

The Award recognizes the 

individu al's commitment to the 

profess ion of nurse anesthesia 

and to the advancement of 

ed ucationa l standards that 

further the art and science of 

anesthesiology and result in 

high-quality patient care . The 

Award will be presented on 

Saturday, August 11, 2001 

during the Opening Ceremo­

nies of the AANA Annual 

Meeting in San Francisco, CA. 

Joseph Quinlan, MD and John Gorcsan, MD 
have rece ived a Departmem of Anesthes io logy 

8: Critical Care tvl edicine Seed Grant for their 

srudyentitled: The e.llects 0'/ill/7a nl/nato,.) , 

mediators Oil left uellfriclI/a r/ili/ clion. ill 

patients ullde"go ing COro ll([JY arlerj' bypass 

surgery: Qlrpllmp uerslIs ca ,.d iopll/11l0IlCl I)' 

bypass. 

Dr. QUill/ali 

es v. Snyder, MD has received a La erdal 

roundation grant for his study A ll c'./i'c ienl 

Melhod to Eua/llale Slro/~e Thel'CljJ)J ill NOII­

hllll1([J1 p,.il1lates. 
D,.. Sllyder 

Department News 

Lectures Honor Memory of Pediatric Intensivist 

The late Stephan Kampschuite, MD, first chief of the 

multidisciplina ry intensive ca re unit at Children's Hospital of 

Pittsburgh, was remembered in two special Grand Ro unds 

lectures on May 31. The morning lecture, sponsored by 

Children's Hospital and the De partment of Pediatrics, was 

presented by Peter Holbrook, MD , w ho spo ke on "Examin­

ing the Axioms. " Dr. Holbrook completed his fellowship in 

critical care medicine at the University of Pittsburgh, under 

the direction of Dr. Kampschulte and Dr. Pete r Safar, first 

chairman of the Department of Anesthesio logy & CCM. He is 

currently a professor of anesthesiology and pediatrics at the 

George Washington University School of Medicine , and chief 

medical officer at the Children 's National Medical Center in 

Washington , D.C. 

The afternoon lecture, sponsored by UPMC and the Depart­

ment of Anesthesiology & Critical Care Medicine, was 

presented by John J. Downes, MD. Dr. Downes pioneered 

the development of the pediatric intensive care unit at the 

Children's Hospital of Philadelphia, the first pediatri c JCU in 

the United States. (The ICU at Pittsburgh Children's Hospital 

was the second.) The title of his lecture was "The Origins 

and Development of Pediatric Anesthesiology and Critical 

Care. " Dr. Downes is professor emeritus of anesthesia and 

pediatrics at the University of Pennsylvania School of 

Medicine; medica l director of the Ventilator-Assisted 

Children's Home Program, Commonwea lth of Pennsylvania 

Department of Health ; and senior attending physician in the 

Division of Critical Care Medicine, Department of Anesthesi­

ology and Critical Care Medicine, Children's Hospital of 

Philadelphia . 

In 1974, Dr. Kampschulte left Pittsburgh to return to Ger­

many, where he served as chief anesthesiologist of the large 

city hospital of Munich in Schwabing until his death in 1994. 

Dr. Kampschulte 's widow, Marie-Luise Kampschulte -Lembke, 

MD, a former phys ician tra inee in our Depa rtment. was 

present for the memorial lectures. She lives in Munich with 

the couple 's three children. 

Anesthesiology /CCM 



international Meetings 
~ .~ .. ~ 

Pitt Hosts Malignant Hyperthermia Conference 

The North American Malignant Hyperthermia Biopsy 

Center held its 7'h Conference in Pittsburgh last March 

fea turing experts from severa l disciplines at the Univers ity 

of Pittsburgh , and presentations by resea rchers from 

around the world. 

Michael Gorin, MD, PhD, director of the University of 

Pittsburgh Cente r fo r Human Genetics and Integrative 

Biology, characterized MH research as an example of the 

interface bet\veen geneti cs and public health . Betsy 

Gettig, director of UPMC's Genetic Counseling Training 

Program, discussed the Significance of medical genetics 

evaluation for families. Jeffery Kant, MD, PhD, director of 

the UPMC Molecular Diagnostic Laboratory, discussed 

quality control in genetic testing. Dennis Swanson, vice­

chairman of the UPMC's Institutional Review Board, 

discussed federa l requ irements for protecting confid entia l­

ity, particularly in genetic research and in registries. 

Lawyers from Children's Hospital discussed telecommuni­

cations liability. This topic has a direct bearing on the MH 

Hotline, a 24-hour telephone consultatio n service pro­

vided by the Malignant Hyperthermia Association of the 

United States (MHAUS) The Hotline is a lso a major 

source of data reported to the North American MH 

Registry . Pittsburgh has been the home of the MH Regis­

try since Dr. Barbara Brandom became its medica l 

director in 1999 . 

Dr. Marilyn Larach, the MH Registry's senior research 

advisor, moderated a session on resea rch on the genetics 

of MH. Technical presentations followed , on topics 

ranging from cellular and biochemical investiga tions to 

genetic epide miology and population studies. 

(MHAUS) President Dr. Henry Rosenberg reviewed 

progress in MH research . Since the 1960s, we have 

learned that classic MH is o ne type of dysregulation of 

calcium control in skeletal muscle and that other abnor­

malities may also produce MH-like events. Both haplo­

type analysis and contracture testing a re recommended 

for evaluation of MH susceptibility . Conference attendees 

resolved to work to develop a tissue repository to support 

geneti c research in MH. 

II Anesthesiology jCCM 

Association of University 

Anesthesiologists 

The 48th Annual Meeting of the 

Association of University 

Anesthesiologists (AUA) was 

held in Rochester, l\TY this past 

May . A paper submitted by 

Drs . Pei Tang and Yan Xu 

was featured at the prestigiOUS 

oral presentation scientific 

sessions . Other members of 

the Department, including 

Ferenc Gyulai, MD and Jiro 

Kurata, MD , PhD, 'were 

successful in the competition 

for scientific poster discussion 

and poste r presentations, 

respectively. Dr. Doris Cope, 

professor and clin ical director 

of the Department's 

Multidisciplinary Pain Medicine 

Program, chaired the Educa­

tional Advisory Board, which 

presented a program on 

"Funding the Academic 

lVlission - Creative Solutions. 

Following a recently estab­

li shed AUA tradition, Bernard 

F Driscoll , PhD (of the Center 

fo r Scientific Review, Nat ional 

Institute of General Medica l 

Sciences) gave an ove tview of 

highly underutilized fu nding 

mechanisms ava ilable to 

anesthes iologists and critical 

care specialists competing in 

both bas ic and clinical sci­

ences. The AUA President' s 

Panel (organized by Alex S. 

Evers, MD , professor and 

chairman at \Vasl1ington 

University. St Loui s, MO) 

focused on the implications of 

the human genome project for 

anestheSiology and 

perioperative medicine. 

Abstracts p resented by Depart­

ment facu lty incl uded the 

follOWing 

Tang P. Xu Y. H.lpothesis. 

llI1itaJY mechanisms o/gellera! 

a Ilesthesia based all proteill 

d)il/amics. 

Gyulai F, Firestone 1. Mintun 

M.Halotha /Ie-related potentia­

tion of GAB A receptor-medi­

ated metabolic depressioll in 

vivo by positron em ission 

tomography (PET) 

Kurata.J, Thul born KR, 

Desjardins B, Davis D, ~ 
Firestone L1. Cerebral interac­

tiolls be/wee II paill alld visual 

stimlllation bvjMRJ. 

International Anesthesia 

Research Society 

Two abstracts \vere accepted 

from Department facu lty 

members for presentation at 

the IAH.S 75th Cl in ica l and 

Scientific Congress, held March 

16-20, 2001 in Fort Lauderdale, 

Florida 

Brandom BW, H.osenberg H. 

Rhahdol7lyol)!sis - Cases/i'olil 

the MH Hotline. 

Kurara J Thu lborn KR, 

Desjardins B, Davis 0 , 

Firestone L1. An event-re 

/MRl stlld)! all cerebral activa-

tion by pa i II. 



o 
In the Research Award Session , 

Ferenc Gyulai, NID , recipient 

of the 2000 IAH.S Clinica l 

Scholarship Award, gave an 

oral presentation on his 

findings, entitled "Isot1urane 

affects GABA,\ -receptor 

conformation but not density 

in vivo in humans." 

International Trauma 

Anesthesia and Critical 

Care Society 

Two fac ulty members gave 

talks as part of panel discus­

sions during Trauma Care 

2, .. - The 14'iJ Annual 

ltv. (ina Anesthesia and 

Critical Care SYl77posiu IJ1 and 

World Exposition, held this 

past May in San Diego, 

California . JohnJ. Schaefer 

III, MD spoke on "How to 

Tra in Simulation Instructors, " 

as part of the pane l on "The 

Role of Simulation and Patient 

Safety in the New Millennium. " 

Ernesto Pretto, MD partici­

pated in a panel discuss ion o n 

Disaster Medicine, with a 

presentation entit led "Informa­

tion and Decision Suppo rt 

Systems for Trauma and 

Disaste r Med ica l Ca re ." 

International Symposium 

on Intensive Care and 

r -gency Medicine 

Five Department facu lty 

members participated in the 

21" International Symposium 

on Intensive Care and Eme r­

gency Medicine held Ma rch 

20-23, 2001 in Brussels. 

Be lg iu m. The Symposium was 

sponsored by the Department 

of Intensive Care and Emer­

gency Medicine of the Erasme 

Hospital , in assoc iation with 

the Belgian Society of Inten­

sive Care and Emergency 

Medicine . The Univers ity of 

Pittsburgh participants moder­

ated va ri o us workshops , 

chaired ro und-table discus­

sions. presented tutorials, and 

led or contributed to panel 

discuss ions in their particular 

fi elds of expertise. Following is 

a brief sample of the ir sympo­

sium activities: Derek C. 

Angus , MB ChB modera ted a 

workshop on ICU organiza tion 

as a determinant of ou tcome, 

and co-mode rated a panel on 

o utcome measures . Joseph A. 

Carcillo, MD pa rticipated in 

panel discussions with his 

talks on immunoparalysis in 

children and hemod ynam ic 

stabili za tion of septic shock, 

and gave a tutorial on drug 

the rapy in the pediatric ICU. 

Mitchell P. Fink, MD chaired 

a round-table discussion on 

mechanisms of organ dysfunc­

tion in critical illness, and co­

chaired a discuss ion on 

hepato-splanchnic circulation 

and functio n. As part of a 

pane l discussion on pedia tric 

intensive ca re, Patrick M. 

Kochanek, MD ga ve a 

presentation on head tra uma. 

Michael R. Pinsky, N[D \vas a 

membe r o f the Program 

Committee , cha ired an assem­

bly, and de livered lectures on 

hemodynamic consequences 

of mechanical ventilation and 

myocardia l depression in 

sepsis . 

American Thoracic Society 

The CCM faculty ma intained a 

high profile in the American 

Thoracic Society's annual 

international confe rence in San 

Francisco this May. Several 

fac ul ty members and fe llows 

~Ittended th is meeting, whose 

overall attendance exceeded 

16,000. The Department was 

we ll represented in the 

scientific program. The 

o utcomes research group, 

including Drs. Derek Angus , 

Gilles Clermont, and Scott 

Watson, presented five 

abstracts, including two by 

fe llows Jan Kasal and 

Vladimir Kaplan. Dr. Angus 

presented a lecture on the 

va lidity of secondary data sets . 

The ca rdiopulmonary/sepsis 

research group led by Dr. 

Michael R. Pinsky presented 

five abstracts, including o ne by 

Drs. Scott Gunn and Peter 

Harrigan. In a pro-con 

debate, Dr. Pinsky discussed 

the use of CVP in management 

of the critically ill. Finall y, Dr. 

Mitchell Fink chaired a 

session on new treatment 

modali ti es in shock. 

Shock Society 

Four abstracts from research­

e rs in the Division of Critical 

Care Med icine \,'ere accepted 

for presentation at the 24<h 

Annual Conference on Shock, 

he ld June 9-12 in Marco 

Tsland , Florida . In addition, 

Peter Safar, MD co-moder­

ated a workshop on Resuscita­

tlue n1erapies in Shock, in 

which Samuel A. Tisherman, 

MD discussed "Hypothe rmia 

in the treatment of hemor­

rhage ." The fo ll OW ing abstracts 

'were presented : 

Tawadrous Z, Delude R, Fin k 

MI'. Ringer's ethyl p)JI'uvate 

solu tion (j(t}JS) il7lpmves 

su ruival and ameliorates gut 

harrier d)'4ill1ction ill a rat 

model o/hemonhagic shoe/e. 

Sappington I', Yang H, Delude 

R, Tracey KJ, Fin k NIP. Recolll­

hinant HMC-l "B-Box 

Increases the permeahility 0./ 
Caco-2 entemcytic monolayers 

via a RACE-dependellt mecha­

n ism. 

Wu X, Safar P, Stezoski J, 
Kentne r R, Behringer Wl, 

Tishe rman SA. Dela )'ed mild 

hypotherl11 ia prolongs SLi ruival 

./olloLUillg severe bemorrhagic 

sbock (HS) in rats. 

Khan AU, Delude RL, Fink MP. 

Pm-in/lam lIIatolY cytolzines 

decrease oxygen consu II1ptiOI1 

h )' Caco-2 entemcytes Role 0/ 
permyn itrite and poly-ADP­

rihose pol)ll11erase (PARP) 

Anesthesiology jCCM ED 



I Moving on . 
" 

Former Faculty Members to 

Pilot Programs at Harvard, 

Mayo 

Dr. W. David Watkins, fo rme r 

medica l director of the Pitts­

burgh Clinica l Hesearch 

Network (PCEN), has become 

the chie f ope rating o ffi cer of 

the recently o rga nized Harvard 

Clinical Resea rch Institute, 

w he re he hopes to p laya 

leade rship ro le in redefining 

the clinica l resea rch process . 

He has also accepted an 

academic appointment at the 

Harvard Med ical School, and 

he maintains a clinica l ap­

poi ntment at Brigham and 

\,(!omen's Hospital. Wh ile at 

the University of Pittsburgh, 

Dr. Watkins was the medical 

directo r of our Departme nt's 

Clinica l Tria ls Progra m (CTP), 

w hich spawned PCRN in 1998. 

Unde r his direction, CTP 

continued to p romote and 

spo nsor faculty participat ion in 

clin ica l research. Dr. Watkins' 

lo ng-term goa l is to crea te an 

infrastructure for clinica l tri a ls 

in academic health systems 

that ca n be re fl ected in many 

institutions w ith a com mitme nt 

barh to high standards fo r 

clin ica l resea rch and to the 

di scipline of business manage­

ment. 

m Anesthesiology I CCM 

W Doufd \rIC/tldlis JlID 

DC/ufdI f(mll1e,. JlID 

Dr. Watkins ' form e r respo nsi­

bilities at PCRN ha ve been 

incorpo rated in the newly 

created position of chief 

medica l o ffi cer o f PCHN, now 

he ld by S. Cliffo rd Sebo ld , MD. 

In addition to his new positio n 

at PCHN, Dr. Scho ld is directo r 

o f the University of Pittsburgh 

Ca ncer Institute's Neuro­

Oncology Program a nd 

assista nt vice-chancellor fo r 

clinica l research at the Uni ve r­

sity of Pittsburgh. 

Dr. W. David Watkins, 

former medical director of the 

Pittsburgh Clinical Research 

Network (PCRN), has become 

the chief operating officer of 

the recently organized Harvard 

Clinical Research Institute, 

where he hopes to playa 

leadership role in redefining 

the clinical research process. 

MCCTP alumnus and Liver 

Transplant ICU co-director 

David J. Kramer, MD has 

accepted an invitation to 

create a transplant ICU 

service at the Mayo Clinic 

Jacksonville, in Jacksonville, 

Florida. 

MCCTP alumnus and Li ver 

Transplant ICU co-director 

DavidJ. Kramer, MD has 

accepted an invita tion to 

crea te a transplant leU service 

at the Mayo Clinic Jacksonvill e, 

in Jacksonville , Flo rida . Dr. 

Kramer had been a faculty 

me mber in the Divis ion of 

Cri ti ca l Care Medicine since 

completing his fe llowship in 

the Multidisc iplinary Critical 

Ca re Train ing Program he re in 

1988 . He served as co-d irecto r 

of the Liver Transp lant ICU 

beginning in 1989. The ne\v 

Mayo transp lant ICU \vill offe r 

inte nsive ca re services fo r 

patie nts be fo re and afte r 

tra nsplantation of li ve r, 

pa ncreas, a ndl or kidneys. Dr. 

I ramer also plans to exte nd 

and develop his resea rch with 

live r-support devices, and he 

ho pes to continue the co llabo­

rations nurtured with the CCM 

group in Pittsburgh . 

Dr. Kramer's resea rch inte rests 

at Pitt included: oA),gen 

transport a nd util iza ti o n (with 

Dr. Hobert Schlichtig) ; regional 

pressure-fl ow re lationships in 

sepsis (with Drs. Michael 

Pinsky a nd George 

Matuschak); o utcomes of li\'e 

transplantation for critically il 

patie nts (with Dr. Derek 

Angus); infectio us complica­

tions of li ver transplant 

ca ndidates and rec ipients 

(with D r. Peter Linden); anc 

dia lytiC suppo rt and ac id-bas 

prob le ms (with Dr. John 

Kellum) . He a Iso \vorked 

w ith Dr. George Maza ri egos 

the laborato ry stud ying 

bioa rtifi cial liver support, an( 

he conducted a se ri es o f 

clinica l tr ia ls of li ve r-support 

devices fo r pat ie nts w ith 

fulmin a nt hepatic fa ilure . 

During the past five yea r. 

Krame r was twice chosen 

receiv the CCM Ou tsta ndi ng 

Teache r awa rd , and he was c 

three-time rec ipie nt of the 

CCM O utstanding Clinic ian 

a\vard. Those ,J\\'a rds are 

based o n CCM fe llows' eva lu 

tions of the fa culty. He he ld 

seconda ry fa culty appoint­

me nts in the de pa rtme nts o f 

Med icine a nd Surgery. 



Department News ' 

Welcome, New Residents & Fellows 

Best wishes for a successful residency or fellowship to 
the following trainees, who either began or will soon begin 
their designated training programs this academic year. 

Anesthesiology 

First-Year Residents 

Miri:IIll An ixte r, !VID 

"ay Liao, MD 

Gregory O len ic. MD 

1VI. Shannon Peltt ie, MD 

i3a rry Iby, !VID 

Ca rl "est , !VI D 

Anna Uskova, iVID 

'\:Isr Yaz ig i, iVID 

Pediatric Anesthesia 

1I 1:lrco 1VLlurtu ra, Ivl0 

Yu ri y iVIedvid, !VIO 

Cardiac Anesthesia 

Andrew l'vlurra y, !VID 

o tric Anesthesia 

A. ..n O:lIw ich , MO 

Pain Medicine 

,\ 'leer:1 AppaS\\'aIllv, !VID 

Harinauy:1 

i3alasuiJr:IIll :lnian , !VID 

Shashank Saxena, !VID 

Critical Care Medicine 

Fellowship 

- Aneslbesiology 

Villla ia Hall1esh, MD 

- [nlernal Medicine 

Oiller i3aj\\,: I, !VID 

Francisco i3run , MO 

Ezz Fa III , tvl D 

Kim Goring, MO 

Ritu Khanna , M D 

Paul Kits is, MO 

Linas Mockus, !VI D 

Joel Orevillo, M D 

A hmad Ibsh id , !VI D 

L. Scott \Vilner. MD 

- E lllergency Medicine 

Da v id Huang, MD 

- [llterllal Medicine/ 

ElIlergency Medicille 

Kyle Gunnerson , M 0 

-SurgetJI 

Louis Abrcon, MD 

D enn is Ashley, MD 

Pediatric Critical Care 

Medicine 

M:lIldecp Chadha. !VID 

Y i-Chcn Li i. MD 

I~od Tarrago . MD 

Christin e L; lwistowsk i, M O 

Safar Center for 
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In the Spotlight 

SU Publication Recognizes Practice Manager 

Cathy Nen ninger, MBA , practi ce manager for Anesthes io logy 

~It Chi ldre n s Hospita l (formerly at both Chi ldren 's and 

Magee-Womens hospita ls) , was fea tured in the Fall 2000 

issue of SUMCI I/CIgenle7l f, a publication o f her graduate alma 

mater, Syracuse Unive rsity School of Management. In the 

400-word a rticle, Cathy discusses the cha ll enges of mainta in­

ing a top-quality practice in an age of declining insurance 

re imbursement. She also ta lked about mastering the knack 

of balanCing the dema nds of he r job \"ith the responsibilities 

of be ing a wife and the mother of two preschool-aged 

children (and another o ne o n the way!). 

Cathy is pictured here (cente r) with (fro m left) Anesthes iol­

ogy facu lty members Drs. Barbara Brandol11 , Richard Bjerke, 

and Peter Davis, and Simu lation Cente r Coordinator/Tech­

nologist Carole Cox. (pHOTOGRAPH COURTESY OF BLAYNE BEAL. ) 
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