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President's Notes 
By Jim Spence
What a great time we had at our December Christmas Luncheon. I want to 
thank VP Alford for chairing this event, VP Storms for handling the bar and 
the distribution of toys to community, Director Ellis for the check in duties, 
and Shelly Biskup for overseeing the decorations of the Hall, along with her 
crew of Joanne Lindsey, Jan Alford, Rich Saito, Ken Leong, Bill & Carol 
Mitchell, Gordon & Pat Wallace, Trudy Avila, Carol De Lise, and Helen & 
Dennis Anderson, who showed up the day ahead to make this an elegant 
event. This Luncheon is for our members but also to thank those individuals 

who support and provide services to our members over the year. The Retirement Services Staff are the 
President’s invitees. Without naming each individual in Retirement Services, I have found from Director 
Pena throughout the Department a knowledge and service orientation which has responded without 
hesitation to any of the Association or member questions no matter how trivial. Other honored guests 
were Ghia Griarte (the latest Retirement Board Trustee), City Councilmembers Rose Herrera, John 
Khamis, Xavier Campos and Assemblyman Kansan Chu and his wife Daisy.  

I want to express my thanks to all of Officers and Directors for their support and work during the last 
three years. Each President has their own style and ideas on how to move the Association forward, the 
Directors are the ones who continue to be the navigators of the Association in the long term, while they 
enduring each change of leadership their commitment has been to make sure the Association’s course 
is constant and consistent. The past years have presented us with several issues which have 
challenged the Association to move to full-fledged benefit fighting/politically active force. Each of you, 
the members, has responded to our requests for money, time and verbal support, and for that I am truly 
grateful, When I go to functions representing you, this Association’s name recognition is huge and 
elicits tremendous respect and listening power.  It’s similar to the old saying from the Paine Webber 
financial slogan “when the Association speaks, people listen.”

I attended the Investment Committee Meeting this month. A presentation was made by CIO Arn 
Andrews about our staffing and parameters of our investing strategy. Alan Martin of NEPC spoke about 
the basis of financial assets mixes our plan is working toward. Each of the Investment Officers broke 
down their portion of our total plan allocations. We are invested 31% Global Equity, 8% Private Equity, 
22% Fixed Income, 17% Inflation-Linked Assets and 17% Absolute Return. The bottom line is our 
current Retirement Services staff and Retirement Board are working very hard to have a policy that will 
de-risk the plan, have growth potential and the ability to respond positive trends in this financially 
volatile climate. I am striving to have the presentation documents added to our website.

In closing, there are so many people over the three years who have helped me do the duties of the 
President. If I started naming what each Director and member had done this message would be quite 
long. But I can’t close without giving special thanks to: Dustin DeRollo, who has managed the daily 
operations of the Association; Jerry Ellis, who has managed the membership roster, condolence cards, 
dues reminders, clothing sales and any other job that needed to be done: and Wanda Lorenzo, my 
girlfriend, who has gone to many events and functions at a moment’s notice helping me represent the 
Association to the public. 

I know Mike Alford and the new officers will need your support in 2015, so please continue to support 
them and the Association in their efforts to maintain our benefits which we all worked and paid for. 
With sincere gratitude and thanks, 

DUES WILL BE $15
EFFECTIVE JANUARY 2015

NEWSLETTER CORRECTION:
In last month’s newsletter, it was 
incorrectly stated that  Council-
member Constant was related to 
retired Police Officer Willey.  We 
apologize for the mistake.  



SAVE MONEY, SAVE PAPER.
Sign up for E-Newsletter. By signing up to receive the newsletter through e-mail, you will get the same content, only you will help the Association save money on printing and postage costs. If you wish to receive the newsletter 
via e-mail versus regular mail, please send an e-mail to treasurer@retiredsjpoff.org

Congratulations on your retirement
Gregory T. Barth, Police Sergeant, Police Department, 25.35 years of service.
Sergio Carabarin, Police Sergeant, Police Department, 31.23 years of service.
Bryan C. Hoo, Police Officer, Police Department, 25.42 years of service.
Thang N. Le, Police Sergeant, Police Department, 25.35 years of service.
Mark A. Ligouri, Police Officer, Police Department,  25.34 years of service.
Richard J. Regan, Fire Captain, Fire Department, 21.97* years of service.

New Members
Richard Granado
Jose Garcia
Jeffrey A. Barone

December Letter to the Membership
By Mike Alford 

For those of you who don’t already know, I have decided to step 
in as President of the association to give Jim a well deserved 
break after all of his hard work and dedication to our pursuit in 
maintaining and protecting your benefits as retired members of 
your respective departments.

A little about me, I retired from San Jose P.D. in 2007 after 21 & ½ 
years Prior to that I was at Sunnyvale DPS and the Santa Clara 
County Sheriff’s Department. In all I did 37 + years .While working 
at San Jose P.D. I was a member of the board of directors for the 
POA. I was a member of the negotiating team that got us the 3% 
COLA, so I have a vested interest in making sure we keep it.

I will take over the Presidency in January, and fear that Jim has set 
the bar higher than I will be able to reach, but I will do my best to 
live up to what he has made of the position. I do have a few Ideas 
that I intend to explore that will make the Presidency a more desir-
able position in order to attract future candidates. I also intend to 
attempt to open a dialog with the Mayor elect to educate him on 
our concerns and needs. As was my philosophy while VP of 
Police, I am always open to suggestions and welcome construc-
tive criticism if done in a professional and courteous way.

I look forward to working with newly elected VP of Police Pat Boyd 
and VP of Fire Ray Storms as well as the entire board as we con-
tinue our efforts to protect our rights and benefits you all worked 
so hard to attain.

Mike Alford President
(elect)
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The Informed View
By Nick Muyo

I am writing today in my capacity as an involved retiree and not as a member of the Board of the Police and Fire Department 
Retirement Plan.  All opinions expressed herein are strictly my own and do not necessarily reflect the official positions or 
views of the Police and Fire Department Plan or its Board.)

My friends,  
As we go to print this month, comes word that Deputy City Manager Alex Gurza was (first) reassigned and then later 
resigned.  A couple of days later, City Manager Ed Shikada announced his resignation, effective in January.  

I have heard a number of rumors circulating around Mr. Gurza’s reassignment/resignation and the reasons for it.  I won’t offer 
an opinion unless I can get some solid information first.  

At the December Retirement Board meeting, 26 police and fire personnel tendered their retirement papers.  Check out these 
numbers:  

Three police officers were “early outs,” leaving with 21, 22 and 22 years of service.  
Of the remaining 23 retirees, 6 were firefighters.  They left with 25, 26, 25, 26, 25 and 20 years of service.  
The remaining 17 retirees were police officers.  They left with 29, 25, 25, 25, 19, 25, 19, 27, 25, 21, 25, 25, 25, 25, 
25, 26, 25 years of service.  

Now, does anyone else see a pattern here?  Do these numbers mean anything to anyone besides me?  Go ahead, take a 
moment and look at them again.  I’ll be right here waiting.  Go ahead.  Here’s a hint… these are all service retirements, NOT 
a ONE that is a disability retirement!  

These are people, retirees, who are working until they are fifty or so, meeting their 25-year service commitment and then 
leaving skid marks as they separate from service with the City of San Jose.  

628 years of experience, expertise, training and life lessons walking out the door:  147 years of firefighting experience and 
481 years of police training and expertise.  Training experience, Arson experience, Investigative experience, Narcotics expe-
rience, Explosives experience, Homicide, Sexual Assault, Robbery experience and on and on and on…
Mr. Mayor and Mr. Mayor’s City Council, your public safety employees are leaving in droves (and can’t wait to do so!)…  that’s 
what the numbers say to me.  

But hey, that’s just my opinion…
On a personal note, let me take a moment to publicly thank Jim Unland and John Robb (who are both retiring) for their work 
through the SJPOA on behalf of the active, disabled and retired members of the San Jose Police Department.  

And on another personal note, let me tell my good friend Jim Unland congratulations on his retirement as he moves forward 
with his next chapter.  Let me thank him for taking the reins of the POA at a most difficult time.  I can’t think of anyone who 
could have done a better job under the circumstances.  

To Jim, and to all of you, continued success, good luck and good health in retirement and for the New Year.  

Nick
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12/24 Burger Pit – Blue,120 Blossom Hill Rd., SJ – 225-6030

12/31 Goodies – Wine,2201 S. Bascom Ave, Campbell, 369-1236

1/7 Bill of Faire Restaurant – Green,1005 Saratoga Ave at Williams - 

      408-446-4050

1/8 Association Meetings, 11AM to 1PM 

      at the San Jose P.O.A. Hall, 1151 N. 4th St San Jose

2/12 Association Meetings, 11AM to 1PM

      at the San Jose P.O.A. Hall 1151 N. 4th St San Jose

 David L. Alvarez, Police Officer, retired April 13, 2002
died September 14, 2014. 

Luis A. Hernandez, Deputy Chief of Police, retired July 3, 1993
died September 21, 2014. 

John R. Pierce, Fire Engineer, retired March 8, 1987,
died September 27, 2014. 

Condolences


