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 “In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we 

might live through him. In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be 

the propitiation for our sins.”  (1 John 4:9-10) 

 

Dear partners in prayer and mission, 

 

Amazaalibwa omulungi!  Merry Christmas from Mityana, where we 

are celebrating our Lord’s birth in the hot, dusty dry season: “the bad 

days of sunshine.”  The academic term ended formally with 

Commissioning on December 4, followed by a week of exams and the 

Youth Conference, and then the first of our three 1-week holiday 

classes in music and computers. 

 

In late November we travelled out of Mityana to visit the Golden Age 

Primary School in a neighboring diocese, where one of our graduates, 

Patrick, is the chaplain.  We were celebrating the founding of a 

Scripture Union that Patrick has started.  (The rough equivalent in the 

US would be a chapter of Young Life or Child Evangelism 

Fellowship.)  We went there to teach, encourage, and deliver some 

published study materials.  It was an all-day trip, there and back, by 

taxi”(minibus) and on foot.  A welcome change of scene, but 

physically tiring. 

 

Twenty-eight Lay Readers were commissioned on December 4, along with 9 graduates of the Guidance and 

Counselling programs, and 7 pre-school teachers.  During the term just ended, Beth offered a series of baking 

classes, using a charcoal-fired oven that we purchased for the College.  After her first lesson Judith, one of the 

graduating Lay Readers, improvised a Dutch oven and baked a large batch of cookies over her charcoal 

cooking fire.  She wrapped them in plastic, made the rounds of local shops, and sold all of them, with the 

merchants demanding more.   

 

This is one of the satisfactions of teaching here.  Many of the 

students teach whatever they have learned to family members and 

classmates at school.  Before Ivan attended a holiday class earlier in 

the year, he had never played a musical instrument.  Now he is the 

musician every Sunday morning at a lively, growing church, St. 

Stephen’s, Kiweesa. He was also a helper teacher for the 6th and 7th 

grade music class which we held last week.  

 

The December holiday class was for students in Primary 6 and 7 

(the rough equivalent of 6th and 7th grade).  This was the youngest 

age group we’ve invited to one of these short courses.  It was an 

intense week, because of the pupils’ energy, but immensely 

rewarding.  The children were mature, responsible, and attentive.  

They learned fast.  We were helped considerably by several young 

men, including Ivan and  other students from previous terms. They served as “tutors” and helped supervise the 

younger ones.  In January we will offer two more weeks of classes for older students.  Please pray for 

resourcefulness, stamina, and patience. 
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Beginning in January the College plans to offer “in service” 

classes for primary school teachers leading to a Bachelor of 

Education degree through Ndejje University.  This will be a 

big step for the College and for the geographical area 

encompassed by Mityana Diocese. 

 

Thank you for your generous support in 2014.  We will get 

away for a few days over the New Year for rest, prayer, and 

a change of scene.  We will be asking the Lord for wisdom: 

How is he changing us through this experience, and how is 

he using us? What do our students, and the churches that we 

are serving, need most from us? We would be most grateful 

for your prayers. 

 

Blessings,  

  

P.S. In a few days, visit the SAMS website, www.sams-usa.org, for video clips of brief New Year’s greetings from us 

and other SAMS missionaries. 
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